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ABOUT “TERRY RICHARDS”

( MILITARY SERVICE:

U.S. Army, February 15, 1968 – November 30, 1970.  Basic Training and AIT Military Police School at Fort Gordon, in Augusta, Georgia.  MOS: 95B40 – Military Policeman, Secret Clearance.  Awarded rank of Sergeant E-5 after only 16-months of Service.  Discharge: Honorable & awarded the “Good-Conduct Medal.” Rank at Discharge: Sergeant E-5.

( TOURS OF DUTY:   

FIRST TOUR OF DUTY:  287th Military Police Company, Berlin Brigade, West Berlin, Germany July 1968-March 1969.  Duties: “Checkpoint Charlie,” and Patrolman.  Then transferred to Helmstedt Detachment, Berlin Brigade, Helmstedt, West Germany, March 1969-October 1969.  Duties: Desk Sergeant at “Checkpoint Alpha.”

SECOND TOUR OF DUTY:  4th Missile Command, Camp Page, Chunchon, Korea, October 1969- November 1970.  Duties: Desk Sergeant, Platoon Sergeant.

( COMMENDATIONS:

In 1970, while stationed at Camp Page, Chunchon, Korea, myself and my partner Sergeant Ronald Hulsey of Bakersfield, California, received Commendations for rescuing a homeless and orphaned 10-year old Korean girl named Sung Hee from living in a garbage dump infested with lice and rats in the while on routine patrol of the city, and then finding her temporary housing at a nearby Catholic Convent.  I then persuaded an American couple I knew, Mark and Evelyn Sterner from Santa Monica, California who were civilians living in the city to adopt Sung Hee and take her back to America to live.  They in fact did adopt her and took back to the U.S.  I last spoke to Sung Hee in 1976 at which time she was living in the Los Angeles area.  

( POST MILITARY VETERAN’S RIGHTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES
\( Vietnam Era Veteran Retired-Disabled since 1998.

( Independent Veterans Rights Advocate non-compensated Volunteer since 1990.  In addition to writing informational articles and publishing and exposing VA Misconduct, I have assisted Veterans with their VA and Social Security Disability claims;  written letters to VA Medical Directors on behalf of Veterans who were not being given proper medical attention or care;  directly and indirectly helped homeless and otherwise financially disadvantaged Veterans finds housing and jobs, and  raised money and food gift certificates to donate to Franklin County, Ohio Veterans Service Commission in.
( Founder and Former Managing Editor of the Veteran’s Free Press Newspaper 1998-2001 (Non- 
  Compensated). www.web.archive.org/web/20010518204121/http://www.veteransfreepress.com
  Chosen to be “Archived” by the “Internet Archive Organization.”

( Founder of Veteran’s Corner by Terry Richards Columnist for the Shoreline Reporter Newspaper, Treasure 
Island, Florida, 1997-1998 (non-compensated), and Senior Magazine, Brandon, Florida, 2003 (compensated). 

( Publisher and Columnist of Veterans Corner By Terry Richards Website ( 
   http://www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html 

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES ABOUT TERRY RICHARDS VETERANS RIGHTS ACTIVITIES
Sponsored since 2005 by Robin “Rusty” Rustan, Founder of Voice For Veterans Services  ( www.vfvs.com
___________________________________________________________________________

( POST-MILITARY CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES
TERRY RICHARDS FIGHTS DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKPLACE – article of January 12, 1995 from the Call & Post, Ohio’s largest Black newspaper.  SEE ARTICLE 165 on my Main Website listed above.
POST MILITARY CIVILIAN VOCATIONS 
Before becoming disabled in 1998, here a just some of the jobs I had…
I went back to college on the G.I. Bill and also worked part-time as a taxi driver, bell hop, airport security, and a room service waiter for 6-months at the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas.  And in1973 I earned an Associate of Arts Degree from Miami-Dade Community College.

In 1974 I was hired by National Airlines as a Reservations Sales Agent in their Miami office and after a couple of years I was also asked from time to time to train new Sales Agents.  I also spent six-months in Los Angeles working for National during that period.  And on my vacations I flew virtually free to foreign destinations such as Australia, Belize, Guatemala, and Israel.  

In 1979, I left National Airlines to open Airline Travel Schools of America, a licensed private vocational school for travel and tourism training headquartered in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and which I operated as co-owner, director and as a student instructor for 3 years.  The School offered job placement assistance with airlines, travel agencies and cruise lines to graduating students.  
After bad publicity from Airlines going out of business and furloughing its employees, and my getting divorced, I closed the school in 1982 and accepted a job offer from a long-time family friend for a sales position and eventually a sales management position with other companies in the home improvement business in Columbus, Ohio and relocated there until March of 1997.  
During this same period in Ohio I also worked part-time as a Licensed Ohio Real Estate Sales Person, and purchased, managed and sold several rental properties of my own, was also an Options Market “Day-Trader,” and a Telemarketing Manager for a Mortgage Company, among other things.

 In March of 1997 I relocated to St. Petersburg, Florida where I worked part-time mostly for temporary employment agencies and where I started the Veterans Free Press Internet Newspaper in February of 1998, of which I was the volunteer Managing Editor.

 And although my VA Doctors in Columbus, Ohio wanted to recommend me for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) in 1990 I told them I did not want to give up just yet and continued to work full and part-time when I could.  And even though I became homeless on several occasions for only a few weeks at a time fortunately, I still did not give-up or apply for SSDI until absolutely necessary.  However, in January1998 I surrendered to the necessity that I needed SSDI that I paid for in social security and Medicare taxes in my 35 year tax-paying work history, and I applied for it and was awarded SSDI 12 months later retroactive to October 1998.

 I still currently reside in St. Petersburg, Florida Retired-Disabled since being awarded Social Security Disability for Major Depressive Disorder in 1998.

Because of certain experiences I had at a VA Hospital in Ohio in 1990, I promised myself that from that point forward I would dedicated my life to helping homeless and otherwise financially disabled Veterans.  And I kept my promise to this very day.  And to this very day, I have never solicited or accepted any monetary compensation for advocating for Veterans.  In fact, from 1990-2008, I spent about $7,500 of my own money to assist Veterans.  And at my own working pace of about 5-hours per week, I have continued my Veterans Rights Advocacy by assisting Veterans and their families with matters concerning VA medical, domiciliary and nursing home care; Service-connected and non-service connected disability claims; VA malpractice, neglect, and retaliation claims, availability of homeless Veterans programs, and my Veterans Corner Columns, among other things.
________________________________________________________________
WEBSITE LINKS & OTHER INFORMATION FOR VETERANS

________________________________________________________________
VETERANS FREE PRESS “ARCHIVED” WEBSITE” 

(Terry Richards Founder & former Volunteer Managing Editor – chosen to be “Archived” by the “Internet Archive Organization”)
http://web.archive.org/web/20010518204121/http://www.veteransfreepress.com/
________________________________________________________________
“VOICE FOR VETERANS SERVICE”
(Robin J. “Rusty” Rustan Founder)
http://www.vfvs.com  

________________________________________________________________
VERY PISSED OFF COMBAT VETERANS

http://www.johnmccarthy90066.tripod.com
________________________________________________________________
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