I WANT YOU

[image: image1.wmf]
To Support The Veterans’ 

“DECLARATION OF ENFORCEMENT”

TO PRESERVE, PROTECT AND DEFEND 

THE LAND GRANT DEED OF 1888 AND

 THE LOS ANGELES NATIONAL VETERANS HOME

A Moral Contract

"The willingness with which our young people are 

likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, 

shall be directly proportional as to how they perceive

 the veterans of earlier wars were treated

 and appreciated by their country."

- President George Washington, 1789

From the website of U.S. Senator Patty Murray, D-Washington,

Member of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee

"For my part, I would simply affirm that the sacrifices 

borne by veterans deserve to be memorialized in something 

more lasting than marble or bronze or in the fleeting effect 

of a politician's speech. Your valor and your devotion to duty

 have earned your country's abiding concern for your well being. 

I am, I assure you, committed to honoring that debt."

- John McCain 

U.S. Senator, R-Arizona

 Veterans of Foreign Wars speech

March 3, 1995

“Caring for veterans isn’t a matter

 of economics but a moral contract.  All gave 

their best -- some gave their last -- when 

their country called, and they deserve the 

best our country can give them.”

- Thomas P. Cadmus 

Past National Commander of the American Legion

Letter to the Editor - The Wall Street Journal
February 7, 2005

The Veterans’

“Declaration of Enforcement”

To Preserve, Protect, and Defend 

the Land Grant Deed of 1888
America’s Military Veterans 

Hereby Demand the Full and Absolute Compliance 

to the Land Grant Deed of 1888 that Ensures and 

Protects Their Exclusive Proprietary Rights to 

The Los Angeles National Veterans Home.

Prepared on Behalf of 

America’s Military Veterans,

 This Non-compromising Declaration 

Faithfully and Honorably Protects, Preserves

and Defends the Land Grant Deed of 1888.
This “Declaration of Enforcement” is 

Presented with the Highest Regard, Appreciation 

and Gratitude for, and is Dedicated in Honor of  

John P. Jones and 

Arcadia B. de Baker 

Benevolent Land Grantors of the March 3, 1888 Deed

“Dear Mr. President: My family’s intention was clear. 

The land was given for the benefit of the veterans themselves.”
- Caroline Winston Barrie, (descendent of Land Grantor Arcadia B. de Baker) – From Her Letter to 
President George W. Bush – Published in Veterans Park Conservancy’s Winter Newsletter, 2003-04
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To The 

President of the United States and

 Members of the Senate and Congress:

HONORING A TRADITION FOR

AMERICA’S MILITARY VETERANS


Future generations of America’s Military Veterans are depending upon this generation of America’s Military Veterans to protect, preserve, defend and permanently maintain the Los Angeles National Veterans Home on their behalf, just as previous generations of America’s Military Veterans have traditionally passed it down for 120 years.  


This entrusted and time-honored tradition must never cease.  Accordingly, we loyally pledge to be faithful servants on our watch and to fully protect, preserve, defend and pass the National Home on to the next generation of America’s Military Veterans.

We respectfully request that each of you set aside partisan politics and follow the wise counsel of an American President nearly a half-century ago by unanimously supporting the right answer for the Los Angeles National Veterans Home, which is the Veterans “Declaration of Enforcement” that protects, preserves and defends our proprietary rights in full compliance with the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888. 

"Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer, 

but the right answer.  Let us not seek to fix the blame on the past. 

Instead, let us accept our own responsibility for the future."

- John F. Kennedy

Respectfully submitted,

In Honor of This Unified Alliance of

Fellow Veterans of the United States Armed Forces


 Francisco Juarez


 
Robert L. Rosebrock

Francisco Juarez, Co-Director


Robert L. Rosebrock, Co-Director


We the Veterans




We the Veterans

“Declaration of Enforcement”
“IN THE DEED WE TRUST”

To Our Elected Public Servants:

You are respectfully requested to faithfully

honor this “Declaration of Enforcement” that 

was prepared by America’s Military Veterans, on behalf of America’s Military Veterans, and for 
the benefit of America’s Military Veterans. 

This Declaration faithfully and honorably 
upholds, protects, preserves and defends

 the Los Angeles National Veterans Home, 

just as it was patriotically Deeded in 1888, 

and ensures future generations of 

America’s Military Veterans that 

this will always be 

 their “Home.”

“We the Veterans” is a unified alliance and fellowship of America's Military Veterans who are not beholden to any Veterans organizations, advocacy or special interest groups, political parties, politicians, or any other entities other than for the full allegiance and sole purpose of upholding this "Declaration of Enforcement,” which will unequivocally honor, protect, preserve and defend the Los Angeles National Veterans Home and the proprietary rights of America’s Military Veterans, just as it was principally and patriotically deeded in 1888.


We the Veterans have the same commitment and dedication for instituting the “Declaration of Enforcement” to protect our National Home as the Founding Fathers had with the “Declaration of Independence” to protect our National Homeland.
"This is the sentiment embodied in the Declaration of Independence …
I would rather be assassinated on this spot than surrender it."

- President Abraham Lincoln

Speech at Independence Hall - Philadelphia
 February 22, 1861
Proclamation
“DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY”

Whereas, more than 120 years ago, landowners John P. Jones and Arcadia B. de Baker had the foresight and wisdom to understand that America would always require a strong and vigilant military to protect our many freedoms and unparalleled way of life.  


Like Plato, (c. 429 - c. 347 BC) they understood that “Only the dead have seen the end of war.” Correspondingly, they intuitively knew that protecting America without human casualties, particularly the infliction of physical and psychological harm to its brave defenders, would virtually be impossible.

 
With a patriotic vision centuries into the future, their benevolent and compassionate Land Grant in 1888 was Deeded with the resolute purpose and sacred promise that those who Dutifully and Honorably defended our Country would always have a permanent place to call “Home.” Equivalently, our government's token of gratitude, on behalf of “We the People,” was the explicit promise to provide America's Military Veterans with the very best of medical care and rehabilitative services. 

the “promised land”

WHEREAS, these promises have not always been honored, particularly over recent years where this hallowed land has been leased, shared and essentially given away, sometimes rent-free, at the shameful expense of America’s Military Veterans. 


THEREFORE, America’s Military Veterans’ “Declaration of Enforcement” specifically stipulates and stringently mandates that all land-grab deals shall cease forthwith and all corresponding agreements retroactively terminated, and this Declaration further promises and ensures that hereon out the Deed of 1888 and the abiding proprietary rights of America’s Military Veterans will always be honorably upheld and loyally enforced without compromise.


We the Veterans

Promises to Keep

 “We've got to save this land for our veterans.”
- U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer 

Joint Letter to the “Wall Street Journal” 

Published September 14, 2007
“The honorable men and women who served our country

 and fought for democracy deserve a place to

 call home during their later years.” 

- California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 

December 12, 2006, Press Release – Governor’s Office

Regarding New State Veterans Home to be Built at the National Home

“Our nation ought to be able to provide care to our veterans without
 having to auction off land dedicated to those same veterans.
 I think that’s called keeping promises.”
- U.S. Congressman Henry Waxman

Letter to the “Wall Street Journal” 

Submitted September 11, 2007

"This property was donated and deeded to the
 federal government in 1888 by its private owner for 
the exclusive and perpetual benefit of veterans."
- Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky

Letter to the “Wall Street Journal” 

Submitted September 7, 2007

“It’s veterans land for veterans use only.”

-Jay Handal, Chairman, Greater West Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce

Local Advisory Panel Public Meeting

September 22, 2005, VA Wadsworth Theater

 “This property is meant to serve veterans.

That's in the original land grant and it should be maintained.  

And we're all in agreement about that.

- U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein  

- At Her Press Conference on January 16, 2008 
Held at the Los Angeles National Veterans Home
Guiding Principle to the Land Grant Deed of 1888

“Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set.”

- Proverbs 22:28

________________________________

Land Grant Deed 


This indenture made the Third Day of March One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty Eight, by and between John P. Jones and Arcadia B. de Baker, the parties of the first part and the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, a corporation formed and now existing under the laws of the United States the parties of the second part …


Now therefore, in consideration of the premises and of the location, establishment, construction, and permanent maintenance of a branch of said National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers on such tract of land so selected and of the benefits to accrue to the said parties of the first part, owners of the said Rancho San Vicente y Santa Monica by such location have given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto said party of the second part all the following land and premises, situate lying and being in the County of Los Angeles, State of California … 


Together with all and singular, the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereupon belonging or in anywise appertaining, to have and hold the said land and promises, with appurtenances unto the said party Disabled Soldiers to be thereon so located, established, and permanently maintained.


In Witness Whereof the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year above written
John P. Jones (seal)

By his attorney in fact, Walter Van Dyke (seal)

Arcadia B. de Baker (seal)

By her attorney in fact, Robert S. Baker
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       John P. Jones 


 Arcadia B. de Baker



              (1829 – 1912)


              (1825 – 1912)

The Veterans’

“Declaration of Enforcement” 

To Protect, Preserve and Defend The Deed of 1888 

and the Los Angeles National Veterans’ Home

          IN ACCORDANCE with the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Land Grant Deed dated March 3, 1888, which was unselfishly bequeathed and faithfully entrusted to the United States Government on behalf of America's Military Veterans, this “Declaration of Enforcement” shall protect and preserve in perpetuity, their exclusive and inviolable proprietary rights to the Los Angeles National Veterans Home, and said Declaration reconfirms and reestablishes the following:

Thirteen Articles of Enforcement
Article I.  This Declaration faithfully and honorably protects, preserves and defends all land conveyed under the 1888 Land Grant Deed and guarantees its uncompromising and unconditional preservation in perpetuity. Accordingly, this deeded land shall be permanently maintained under the same guiding principles and patriotic spirit that it was so generously donated by the Grantors, Arcadia B. de Baker and John P. Jones, which is to establish and permanently maintain a National Home to care for America's Military Veterans.

Article II.  The Deeded land west of the 405 Freeway and north and south of Wilshire Boulevard shall be officially and respectfully called “The Los Angeles National Veterans Home," hereinafter referred to as the "Home." It is with full and absolute understanding that the Home shall be permanently maintained for the sole, specific, direct and unequivocal benefit of America’s Military Veterans representing all official Branches of the United States Armed Forces.

Article III.  The United States Department of Veterans Affairs, hereinafter referred to as the “VA,” shall continue to be the authorized steward and fiduciary administrator for the Home. Correspondingly, the VA’s responsibilities shall be to morally and faithfully honor the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888, while simultaneously providing the highest quality of medical, rehabilitative and preventative healthcare services for America’s Military Veterans, and further maintaining the highest quality of upkeep for the Home and its hallowed grounds.

Article IV. Specifically, the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888 and the moral purpose for which it was unselfishly bequeathed, are inviolable and non-negotiable. Accordingly, the Deed must be honored in perpetuity without compromise. Consequently, under no circumstances shall the VA, or any other government agency or entity of any nature or kind whatsoever, including but not necessarily limited to, any elected representative(s), hired or appointed employees, agents, consultants or officials of the federal, state or local government, lease, loan, share, exchange, trade, auction, sell, encumber, or otherwise reduce, diminish or dispose of any piece or parcel of this land and its improvements, including but not necessarily limited to, air, mineral and petroleum rights, to any non-Veteran or outside source(s) for any purpose(s) whatsoever. Absolutely no term or condition in this Declaration allows for the Deed of 1888 to be negotiated or infringed upon that would advantage any other parties other than for and toward 100% of the sole, specific, direct and unequivocal benefit of America’s Military Veterans.

Article V.  Any and all existing leases, sharing agreements, or any other arrangements of any nature or kind whatsoever, including but not necessarily limited to, land, building, air, mineral, petroleum, or any other considerations of any nature or kind whatsoever, which are now in effect or existence, or in the process of negotiation, that does not solely, specifically, directly and unequivocally benefit America’s Military Veterans 100%, are null and void, and in violation of the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888, including the specific purpose for which this land was morally and unselfishly bequeathed. Consequently, any and all such leases, agreements, arrangements or considerations of any nature or kind whatsoever, shall be terminated forthwith and all rights and benefits shall fully and exclusively revert back under the stewardship of the VA and be permanently maintained to serve the healthcare needs, rehabilitative services and general benefits of America’s Military Veterans. Any and all lessees or sharing agreement holders, including services, businesses, non-profit organizations or other occupants of any nature or kind whatsoever, that do not solely, specifically, directly and unequivocally benefit America’s Military Veterans 100%, must unconditionally vacate the deeded property posthaste. This includes, but shall not necessarily be limited to, the Wadsworth and Brentwood Theaters, commercial office space, car and bus storage lots, laundry services, oil drilling and explorations, private school grounds and all public parks of any nature or kind, plus all other occupation and exploitations of the premises that violate the integrity and legacy of the Deed. In keeping with the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888, absolutely no term or condition in this Declaration allows for this hallowed land and appurtenances thereupon to be negotiated with any other parties whatsoever, other than for 100% of the sole, specific, direct and unequivocal benefit of America’s Military Veterans. 

Article VI.  In accordance with the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888, the Home shall be permanently maintained as a safe haven and must always be considered "Home" to all of America’s Military Veterans. Accordingly, The Home must be continuously and readily available at all times for any individual Veteran of America’s Armed Forces to be cordially welcomed with the immediate availability of professional and courteous medical and rehabilitative healthcare services and treatment. Consequently, there shall never be a “homeless Veteran” as this is the rightful Home for any American Military Veteran who is in need of shelter, healthcare or rehabilitation.

Article VII.  The United States Government and the VA shall never underfund the operating budget for the Home and it must permanently maintain a policy of mandatory funding in order to provide quality medical, rehabilitative and preventative healthcare facilities and services, including, but not necessarily limited to, providing quality upkeep throughout all of the land conveyed under the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed of 1888. It is imperative that the Home be permanently maintained as the finest medical and rehabilitation center in world, which is a small token of gratitude for the world's greatest defenders of freedom and democracy.
Article VIII.  Historically, particularly during its formative years and for decades following, the Home had an American Military Veteran who was also a professional Medical Doctor / Physician as its Chief Administrator, and was honorably and respectfully called "Governor.” In keeping with this proud heritage and to ensure that a spirit of understanding, cooperation and camaraderie is always present, the Chief Administrator must, whenever possible, be an American Military Veteran and Medical Doctor / Physician of high moral and professional standards who is devoted to the needs of the Veterans-at-large, and the rank-and-file in particular, and is wholly dedicated to serving their best interests first and foremost. In addition, he or she must never be pre-empted or distracted with the wants and desires of surrounding communities, special interest groups, and/or commercial enterprise, nor bow to the passion and prejudice of political pressure and dictates when it comes to permanently maintaining quality healthcare and rehabilitative services for America’s Military Veterans, and providing quality upkeep of the Home and its hallowed grounds.

Article IX.  As originally envisioned by the Grantors of the 1888 Land Deed, the legacy of the Home is that after Dutifully and Honorably serving our Country in the Military, disabled Veterans lived on these therapeutical grounds and became independent and self-sufficient while maintaining upkeep of the Home through farming, gardening, carpentry and other skilled trades that made them proud and productive individuals. The guiding model for the medical and rehabilitative services for today’s American Military Veterans convalescing at the Home, where physically and mentally possible, must adhere to a policy that maintains similar self-sufficient programs and self-sustaining activities, that are holistic in nature and wholesome to the degree that patients will have the equal opportunity to learn a rewarding and gainful trade or profession, or how to become self-employed as an entrepreneur, while being respectfully rehabilitated. The VA shall immediately begin providing full therapeutic value by expanding upon, maintaining, and perpetuating the natural environment, the flora and fauna, and, the gainful inclusion of America’s Military Veterans who are patients in any and all restoration and maintenance projects at the Home and throughout the grounds. Whenever and wherever possible, America’s Military Veterans must be hired and contracted over any other considerations of non-Veteran employees or contractors.

Article X.  As steward for the Home, the VA, along with the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, hereinafter "VAGLAHS," shall work in a cooperative alliance with a Veterans Oversight Board, herein referred to as "VOB," and made up of local Military Veterans that shall be judiciously and evenly selected from independent Veterans-at-large, Veteran advocate organizations, and Veteran Service Organizations. Their responsibilities shall be to oversee, monitor, report and advise on the day-to-day operations at the Home, thereby ensuring that the guiding principles and spirit of the Deed are fully honored, and that the VA and VAGLAHS are providing permanent quality care and services for America’s Military Veterans at the Home. The VOB shall have immediate, full and unencumbered access to the operating budget and its day-to-day expenditures to ensure that there is no waste, neglect, or fraud. In the event of unresolved issues that would upset the sanctity, quietude and general flow of rehabilitative efforts at the Home, the VOB will have direct and immediate reporting access to the offices of the Inspector General, and all Senators and Congresspersons whose responsibilities are extended for the stewardship and oversight of this hallowed land.
Article XI.  In brief, the sanctity and integrity of the Home must never be compromised. This is historic and revered land with a century-old proud tradition and it must be perpetually honored, protected, preserved and maintained with the highest regard and the utmost of safety, dignity, respect and decorum. Accordingly, all public access and thoroughfares shall be immediately terminated and thereafter prohibited on and throughout the grounds of the Home, and nobody except America’s Military Veterans, VA employees, and those on official Veterans business shall be authorized to enter these hallowed grounds. Correspondingly, a guardhouse shall be erected at each entry into the grounds and a sentinel or federal police shall be posted to monitor and facilitate ingress and egress of the Home.

Article XII.  The Deeded land east of the 405 freeway shall be officially and respectfully called "The Los Angeles National Veterans Cemetery," herein referred to as the "Cemetery."  Because of its near full capacity, the Cemetery no longer accepts ground burials for America’s Military Veterans. Therefore, in order to continue honoring the remains of America's Military Veterans, the VA shall design, develop and maintain a Veteran's Memorial Columbarium for ashes in cremation urns in a location of serenity, dignity and decorum.  At no time shall any land at the Home ever be declared, “excess,” as any such land shall then be converted into Cemetery burial plots. Accordingly, the VA shall diligently seek to expand the Cemetery burial grounds along with mausoleum entombment wherever possible, including all Deeded grounds west of the 405 Freeway, if any portions of that land are no longer occupied, or required for medical, rehabilitative or preventative healthcare services.

Article XIII. This Declaration of Enforcement shall supersede any and all previous Congressional Documents of Legislation pertaining to the interpretation of, and adherence to, the Deed of 1888. Contrary to previous and ongoing misinterpretations, misconceptions and flagrant violations, the guiding principles and patriotic spirit of the Deed have always been, are now, and shall always remain, morally and patriotically inviolable. Furthermore, there shall be no other Congressional or Senatorial bills or pieces of legislation attached to this Veterans’ Declaration, nor shall this Declaration be attached to any other Congressional or Senatorial bill or document for endorsement and enforcement. More specifically, this Declaration shall stand independent on its own merit with absolutely no conditions, compromises, provisions, modifications or amendments, except for implementing further considerations that will greatly improve and enhance the sole, specific, direct and unequivocal benefit of America's Military Veterans.

Honor the Landmark and Boundaries 
of the National Veterans Home

“Cursed be he that removeth his neighbor's landmark.

And all the people shall say Amen.”
- Deuteronomy 27:17
_______________________________________________

A Different Time, Battle and Cause,

 But the Spirit and Dedication is the Same
"I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery. 
The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, 

the active, the brave. Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to 
be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 

Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; 

but as for me, give me liberty or give me death."
- Patrick Henry 

  March 23, 1775

“Declaration of Enforcement”
Manifesto of the Veterans, By the Veterans, For the Veterans


We, the Veterans of the United States Armed Forces, in order to form a more perfect National Home, establish justice, ensure tranquility, provide for the necessary healthcare, promote the general well-being of our fellow Veterans, and secure the blessings of respect for ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this “Declaration of Enforcement” for protecting and preserving the Land Grant Deed of 1888 and The Los Angeles National Veterans Home.

So Declared on this Third Day of the Twelfth Month in the Year Two Thousand Seven

In Honor of This Unified Alliance of Fellow Veterans of the United States Armed Forces,


Robert L. Rosebrock

 Francisco Juarez


Robert L. Rosebrock,
  

Francisco Juarez,



Co-Director, We the Veterans

Co-Director, We the Veterans




U.S. Army – 1965-67


U.S. Marine Corps - 

HQ USARHAW – Schofield Barracks
Combat Veteran, Vietnam


Brentwood, CA



Tehachipi, CA

Agreed: 


Ray Delgado - Finance Officer, Life Member,


AMVETS Post 2, Culver City, CA


U.S. Marine Corps, Combat Veteran, Vietnam


Santa Monica, CA


Pete Ramirez – Commander




AMVETS Post 113, Irwindale, CA





U.S. Army Airborne, Combat Veteran, Vietnam


Diamond Bar, CA

Joe Romo

BRAVO, Service Officer, AMVETS Post 2, Life Member 

U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War Vietnam


Los Angeles, CA 


Clara Juarez, 


6905 Duchess Drive


Whittier, CA 90606

Gilberto (Gil) Flores 


AMVETS Post 2, Life Member



U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War Veteran


Garden Grove, CA


T. Steven Palmer, President


The Veterans Coalition / Veterans Fighting 4 Veterans


US Navy Air Corps - WWII - 1943-1946


Panorama City, CA
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