LAND-GRAB BREAKDOWN

Francisco Juarez

From my years of research, I know that:

(1) UCLA Research, using approximately five acres of footprint, is conducting stem cell research and using dogs as lab animals in the area and buildings that it occupies.  For the same reasons that Nebraska Senator, Chuck Hagle, raises, at the cost of using precious space and buildings for these purposes, how much of it is relevant to the ills and ailments of Veteran patients, like prosthetics, PTSD and Agent Orange?  We have not been given that answer.

(2) The Brentwood School, that has Veterans removed from its leased area daily, has over 22 acres tied up in an enhanced lease that is due to expire and may entitle it to purchase the land that they have built a sports center on (not for Veterans).  This is the one of the wealthiest private schools in the country and, we figure, the $300,000 it pays yearly for rent is equivalent to about 10 tuition.

(3) Behind that, approximately 30 acres, a variety of MOU's, the current form of land grab mechanism between small non-Veteran entities and the "carpet bag" bureaucrats, have been issued to use this land for non-Veteran purposes.  Recently, in the "Vet's Garden" area, a bird sanctuary has been approved. Shuttle parking for the Getty Museum has taken up precious space, and, public swap meets are held regularly in this area.  The old golf course, recreation for Veterans, and the Japanese Gardens (build by Veterans for visiting Veteran families) are under the microscope for MOU's as well.  Further, the "Vet's Garden" has been changed, in the books, from being a therapeutic program to a community program.  Veteran patients, who are beyond the acute treatment stage, have, over the years, benefited from the program as a therapeutic program and the few who are left see these changes as having a very negative impact for Veteran patients.

(4) Brite Burn Oil took over the old Occidental Oil fields, approximately six acres, that slant drill under the communities of Westwood and the UCLA campus.  Veteran advocates are kept in the dark about this lease and are told to pay $10K for FOIA documentation that would describe more.  Congressman Waxman's office told us that he has that information but has not given us the details about the oil gift.  What we understand is that the original lease contract included a 2%, plus 2% (?), gift to Veterans that used to go into the General Fund (long before the price of oil went up 10 X's).  We have been told that the lease has been moved to the Department of Interior (why) and, inquiring further, we have been told that, if it is under the Department of the Interior, any money would be going to that department, not the VA.  Trevor Daley told us, at our meeting in his office, that Ralph Tillman, Asset Manager of VA, WLA, on a tour of the facilities, told him that the slant drilling gives "20%" of its earning to Veterans.  This grossly mistates and contradicts what we have been told and, most importantly, this may be the answer to supporting the Veteran patient services budget, by leasing approximately 80% of the gifted footprint, by upping the so-called oil "gift" to matching, or surpassing, the $5 million needed to support the budget (thereby freeing all of the space for Veteran services and a model comprehensive health care for Veterans plan).

(5) Marriot Hotels, the national five star chain with locations all around Los Angeles, has a lease with VA, WLA, and has taken over the entire VA laundry facilities, approximately four acres, that used to provide service and jobs to Veteran patients.  We have not been able to find out if any of the laundry done at this private company's leased facility is for Veteran service.

(6) UCLA Jackie Robinson Stadium, this facility, approximately five acres, took over the old American Legion Baseball field.  First UCLA asked to be allowed to be on the AL schedule.  Today, AL asks UCLA to be included in its schedule and must pay $1500 for night game (lights).  UCLA recently upgraded the stadium for AAA baseball tournaments by sinking the field and those spoils were transported to the 16 acre park area that follows; at whose expense, remains a mystery.

(7) Enterprise Rent A Car has had its vehicles staged on the property as well as other local new car dealers.  They have used approximately five acres to do this.

(8) Tumble Weeds Bus Company, for a private school system, has built a bus yard adjacent to the main hospital building.  This venture uses approximately four acres of land and not one bus is used to transport Veterans.

(9) Red Cross is on the property and uses over one acre of property.

(10) The Salvation Army has a $1 a year lease of property that, in turn, leases housing to non-Veterans.  This is over one acre of property and homeless Veterans sleep in the bushes close to its perimeter.

(11) The Armory, ten acres, was carved out of the original gift years ago for the Army to use.  After the Army decided it didn't need it anymore, it (and we have not determined exactly who "it" is) has decided to exchange the land for improvements to other bases and Army facilities.  The land is ideal for housing, rehab and retraining programs and must be returned to the original gift and under the stewardship (currently poor) of the VA.

(12) Richmark Entertainment Group is a lessee that, since Veteran advocates have blow the whistle, been told to stop serving booze and allowing lavish private, circus atmosphere, parties adjacent to long standing Veteran rehab programs.  Trevor Daley told us by chance that Richmark has been told to cease and desist these activities, there has been no publication announcing or reinforcing the no-alcohol code, and, Richmark still has its "Encore Club" building, that had a bar, next to the Wadsworth Theater.

(13) Veteran Park Conservancy, VPC, has inserted itself onto what is called the Grand Lawn area at the corner of Wilshire and San Vicente Blvd.  It got a MOU from Secretary Principi after lobbying for that and, when Secretary Nicholson left office, received further permission to go forward with this plan to install a public park on land that is specifically set aside, in the 1888 Grant Deed, for Veteran patient use.  Advocates against this park assert that all of the land described in the Deed must be used to effectively space programs and facilities to provide the best quality, quietude and effectiveness of program.

(14) Every year a major golf tournament is held at the Riviera Country Club.  The VA cashes (literally) in on this by allowing RV's and golf fan vehicles to park on the grounds creating a tail-gate party atmosphere and leaving a mess, again, adjacent to Veteran patients and Veteran programs.  Many "comp" tickets are given out to the same bureaucrats and politicians that attempt to squash Veteran advocates.

(15) A new wrought-iron fence with gothic cement pillars has been installed around the area north of Wilshire.  Originally, the Brentwood Homeowners Association took credit for this, then they changed their name to Veteran Park Preserve.  When they found out that "Preserve" did not, particularly, fit its need to fool the public, it changed its name to Veteran Park Conservancy, VPC, and took over the credit for installing that fence.  It is curious to note that the area that the fence is around, the area north of Wilshire, is the same area that the VPC implied controlling for its park and other services that are not 100% direct-benefit to Veteran patients.  Further, and just as curious, the L.A. County Board of Supervisors, led by Zev Yaroslavsky (who has also openly supported the VPC) has changed the County zoning ordinances to reflect that the areas north of Wilshire will be for "open space" and the area south of Wilshire will be "institutional".  This gives testimony to the conspiracy against unsuspecting Veterans to steal the land from the Veterans that the grantors intended it for.

Overall, the "HOME" at VA, WLA, is all but gone.  Advocates know that there are too many non-Veterans with their hands in the pot and too many bureaucrats that deal in real estate, rather than in the best care for Veteran patients.  The combination of these two perspectives produces one that holds a dismal future for the "HOME" as it was intended, in a legal document, to be.  Due to the value of the real estate and its location, Johnnie come lately communities and carpet bag bureaucrats have grossly overlooked the terms, conditions, spirit and intent of this, very specific, "gift" of land for American Military Veterans.

Today, whenever Veteran advocates speak out, we are pigeon-holed and cast as "disgruntled Veterans" who speak for a handful.

Take this into consideration, (A) there are approximately 24 million American Military Veterans that qualify, at any one time, to come to the "HOME" and seek health care service.  (B) Recently published studies indicate that there are more Veterans alive (and living longer) than ever before.  (C) For that fact, alone, the area of the "HOME" must be considered a congressional area where any Veteran across the nation can call upon his or her congressional representative, any one of them, to intercede and investigate wrong-doings at the "HOME".  (D) Instead, Congressman Waxman, a representative that has openly endorsed the 16 acre park idea, has failed to (1) set aside any funding to offset the budgets (and not have to lease Veteran land), (2) keeps all other congresspeople or investigations into his support of Veterans away, and, (3) has worked to squash the complaints of Veterans opposed to the 16 acre park idea.

Senator Feinstein's L.A. office, Trevor Daley as Deputy, has also endorsed the 16 acre park idea and has failed to explain why to Veteran advocates.  Her office has stopped dialog with the leaders of the Veteran advocates and has gone on record as supporting the VPC.

Clearly, Veteran advocates, whether they are local or from across the nation, are the minority in the battle to save the "HOME".  The wealthy and politically well connected community of Brentwood is having its way with land use policy that is destined to cramp existing services, along with any future services, onto the area south of Wilshire, clearing the way for the new "Central Park West", as proclaimed by form L.A. Mayor, Richard Riordan.

When one considers that not ALL of the ailments of ALL of the Veterans, like those unfortunates that sleep in the bushes next to Salvation Army, or those subjected to non-gender specific facilities, have been addressed, one must ask, "where will the quantity and quality of service come from if public parks and other land grabs are allowed?" 

