Orange County Board of Supervisors Public Hearing August 13, 2007

The Honorable Chris Norby

Good Morning OC Board of Supervisors;

I am Robin (Rusty) Rustan Staff Member Operation Firing For Effect. I reside at 210 10th Street Huntington Beach Ca. OFFE is here today to bring this Resolution for Mandatory Funding for Veterans Affairs to the People of Orange County California.

OFFE main goal is to have each State in the United States put one question on the election ballot because our Federal Government has failed us. Whereas, on March 16, 2006 the United States Senate voted down mandatory funding for veterans healthcare services (Ref: Stabenow Amendment No. 3141). Which would have insured mandatory funding for our veteran’s healthcare needs (Yea 46/Nay54 ) At the same to accelerating War in Iraq.  Now its time for the People of the United States of America to have a vote on this question on the 2008 election ballot.
“Shall the federal government be required to adopt full mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the prupose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible healthcare and services?”
Orange County Board of Supervisors was notified through the Clerk of the Board August 10, 2007. OFFE on August 2, 2007 sent out two press packages to the Orange County Board of Supervisors the first one to  Chairman Chis Norby  and the second one to Vice Chair John Moorlach.

Operation Firing For Effect is a nationwide effort to bring awareness to the underfunding of the Veterans Affairs Hospital and has prevailed in the State of New York were Senator Hilary Clinton and Senator Nozeli have supported Full Mandatory Funding to be put on their election ballot 2008.
Cook County is the second largest county in the United States and has a population of approximately 6.6 million residents. The entire city of Chicago fits within the county of Cook. 

THE HONORABLE ANTHONY J. PERAICA COUNTY COMMISSSIONER with all his Board of Supervisors Approved 07-R-287 RESOLUTION for the People of Cook County Illinois to Vote on Mandatory Health Care Funding. Chicago Illinois is the second State in the United States to have its People Vote on Mandatory Health Care Funding.

This all started at the local level getting the City approvals and moving forward to the county and then to the State to finally back this important move to bring awareness to the underfunding of the VA to the People of the United States of America. 
OFFE was told by Orange County Board of Supervisors that this is a Federal Issue and therefore we have a policy that we cannot get involved in Federal issues. This conversation all happened August 13, 2007 though Vice Chair John Moorlach Office  and was told by office worker that an appointment for this Mandatory Funding would be slow in coming because we do not have the staff to deal with issues like this.

Then I was told that it would take till August 24 2007 to have a meeting in regards to Madatory Funding however to be more effective I would have to go the the State Legislators first and bring it to the County of Orange after the State approves this to be on the election ballot. In other words start at the top and return to us for a vote when you have their approval first. 

OFFE maintains the stance that this is unacceptable because the support in the State of New York and Chicago Illinois all started at the local level and built up to be approved by the State because the local level supported Full Mandatory Funding from the City officials first to the County and then to the State. 

To not vote on this Resolution is telling the People of Orange County, California that you do not care for the welfare of the Sons and Daughters that proudly serve this Country and reside in Orange County once there tour of duty is finished. 
Mayor Coerper has taken the resolution and is going to have the City of Huntington Beach vote on this Resolution in the near future as he himself is a war veteran and presently has a son serving in Iraq.

How many of you in the Orange County Board of Supervisors have served in Armed Forces or have family presently serving in Armed Forces? 

OFFE has taken measures to bring this question to all local levels of government to State Senator Tom Harmen and Assemblyman Jim Silva and to Governor Swartznegger but that comes after the fact WE have the Peoples Support at the local level first. I would appreciate a meeting with Vice Chair John Moorlach as soon as possible to bring this Resolution for Full Mandatory Funding to a Vote here at the Orange County Board of Supervisors as soon as possible. OFFE believes it your political responsibility to react to this Resolution as elected officials.
California Veterans Board will be voting on this Resolution October 18, or 19 2007 Your own Veterans Advisory Council will be voting on Full Mandatory Funding for Veterans September 12, 2007.
Mike Antonovich and his Board of Supervisors are looking at the Resolution and LA will be voting on Full Mandatory Funding real soon.

Going into Sacramento I would like to think that OFFE will have the support of Orange County California and Los Angeles and if there is enough time we have OFFE representatives looking at San Diego Cal. This is a massive effort to put California on the election ballot and it all started in Huntington Beach, California

Thank you so much for your valued time on this matter of veterans healthcare.

Operation Firing For Effect Staff Member
Robin (Rusty) Rustan 

949-705-7009

