Operation Firing For Effect

WWW.OFFE2008.ORG 

Press Release

	Contact Robin (Rusty) Rustan
OFFE California Director of Operations

Phone: (949)705-7009
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

9 A.M.EDT August 30, 2007


Operation Firing For Effect is a Veterans Advocacy Group Dedicated to Full Mandatory Funding of the Department of veterans Affairs, For all veterans who proudly serve in Armed forces of America Past, Present, and future.

The Department of Veterans Affairs has never been fully funded for health care. our burial cemetary rights is taken care of and is fully funded so that our final destination is taken care of. OFFE feels that Health Care should be Fully Funded to take care of our service connected injuries and related services that are necessary after coming home from war.

The VA has always been underfunded leaving long lines and poor service to those that have perminate disablities and need imeadiate health care. Level one patient’s have to wait 2 months to see a primary care Doctor before any medical outpatient services can be taken care of. Those that are below 50% disabled service-connected have to wait 6 months or more before they are taken in by  Long Beach Veterans Hospital. 
· Shortages of Va Hospitals according to Milt Bluehouse Sr. Former President of the Navajo Nation Tribes who is currently the Commander of the Indian Navajo tribe veterans org. says “ Disabled indian veterans traveling from New Mexico, Utah and Arizona to get health care are forced to travel 200 miles possibly 500 miles depending on the care that they need.  With travel expense allotments of 0.11 cents per mile when gas is averaged at $3.00. per gallon is ridiculous. With over fourty six million american veterans who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States of America from WWII to present date plus the veterans of the future need mandatory funding of health care.
 VA Clinics are taking short cuts on PTSD care and not implementing programs that only give a combat veteran 12 weeks to be cured from his or her trauma from PTSD. Frank Tejeda Outpatient Clinic in San Antonio, Texas.  has a pilot program for the VA that will go out nationally to compromise helath care and save money at the same time billing combat veteran’s service-connected for their PTSD treatment at  $20.00 per visit for their counseling. The suicide rate will go up with programs like this. 
We bring attention to the recent OFFE Press Release August 16, 2007 “ Orange County Board of Supervisors Slams Disabled Veterans” OFFE stands strong behind this Press Release as we feel that this issue of Full Mandatory Health Care Funding is an American Issue and is not just a Federal Issue and it’s the responsibility of all that our elected officials to take action, to allow the legislation process to happen so that the American people can vote on Full Mandatory health Care Funding for the Veterans afffiars. 

We take this position only because our fedearl Government has voted No on Fully Mandatory Health Care Funding for our Veterans (ref: 2005 Stabenow Amendment No. 3141 yea 46/nay54) Some  Politicians have stated “Full Mandatory Funding will never happen because it’s a bargaining Chip we use in Congress” The Vote for Health Care is violated by pork barrle Legislation which seems to be more important than taken care of our Service-connected disalbed veterans. Without bringing any attention to any one politician OFFE assumes that all those that voted Nay have compromised our health care and is using Mandatory Full funding as a bargining chip to pad thir own personal house bills.

Health care is the least our Country can provide to our t veterans in their time of need once they return home from conflcit or war. Say Yes to Funding and No to underfunding of the VA. The question to be voted on in the 2008 national election will be:
“Shall the federal government be required to adopt full mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the purppose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible helathcare and services?”
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