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Cook County Illinois Passes Historic Referendum for Veteran’s Healthcare
July 15th, 2007 
On February 5, 2008, registered voters in Cook County Illinois will see the following ‘yes or no’ question on their primary election ballots;
 

“Shall the federal government be required to adopt full mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the purpose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible healthcare and services?”
 

Cook County is the second largest county in the United States, and has a population of approximately 6.6 million residents. The entire city of Chicago fits within the county of Cook.
 

Last Tuesday, during a meeting, the Cook County Board of Commissioners passed a Resolution in support of mandatory full funding of veteran’s healthcare. At that same time, they also passed a Referendum to have the veteran’s healthcare question (above) placed on the county’s upcoming primary election ballot. Both the Resolution and Referendum passed unanimously. 
 

“The fact that we are calling our young men and women into our country’s service but not supporting them when they return home is unacceptable,” said Commissioner Larry Suffredin, who chairs the Committee and is the Board’s sole military veteran.  “This measure gives the residents of Cook County the opportunity to express their strong support for our veterans.”

The concept of full mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare is not a new idea. A number veteran groups has been lobbying for such funding security for over a decade without much success.
 

So, the battle for full mandated funding of VA healthcare is not a new story. What is new about this story is the ground-swell of grassroots support (from both sides of the aisle) the idea has received over the past year and a half. A great deal of the credit for this renewed interest and support can be directly attributed to the current mandatory funding Resolution Drive being conducted by ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ (OFFE). 
 

About 18 months ago, Mr. John Monaghan (OFFE Committee Member) of Chicago, Illinois approached Cook County Commissioner Anthony J. Peraica with the idea of placing the mandatory funding question on the county-wide ballot for Cook County residents to voice their opinion on. Shortly there after, Commissioner Peraica instructed Cook County Board of Commissioners Administrative Analyst Georgiann Callaway, USN(Ret.) to put together the necessary documentation for presentation to the Board of Commissioners for their consideration and support. The rest is now history. The Cook County Board of Commissioners passed Peraica’s resolution and his referendum placing the veteran’s healthcare funding question on the primary county election ballot slated for February 5, 2008.
 
In a recent VFVC Live interview which aired on Stardust Radio just after the Board of Commissioners vote, Commissioner Peraica stated that his office is now inviting every county in Illinois to give all Illinois residents the opportunity to vote their opinion on this issue as well. “If the Referendum is adopted by all 102 counties in our state, the funding question should qualify to be placed on the 2008 general election ballot statewide,” Peraica told Gene Simes. “What that will mean to Illinois is everyone that votes for the President will also have the opportunity to vote on the mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare issue. I have already contacted Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn asking for his support,” Peraica stated.  
 

According to OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes, the Cook Board of Commissioners has made a very valuable contribution toward the future healthcare needs of this country’s veterans and their families. “Veteran’s healthcare is not a ‘special interest’ issue. It is a moral promise and ethical obligation we owe our men and women that served in uniform, regardless of political affiliation. The great residents of Cook County Illinois are leading the way to insuring that we as a nation fulfill the promise and meet the obligation of quality, accessible veteran’s healthcare, no matter the cost,” Simes added. “We have a long way to go, and not much time to get there. We need to persuade every state in this country to adopt Cook County’s Referendum within the next 120 days. I honestly believe having the veteran’s healthcare question on state ballots will encourage a higher voter turnout among our veteran population in 2008. We simply must know where the candidates stand on veterans’ affairs before we give them our votes, not after. On behalf of OFFE I salute the Cook County Board of Commissioners for their innovative and sound leadership on this issue,” Simes concluded.
 

If you would like more information on the Cook County resolution, referendum, or you would like some advice/guidance on how to get your state/county involved, contact; Georgiann Callaway, Cook County Board of Commissioners, (312)603-6384.
 

OFFE would like to recognize and thank the following people and organizations for their help and support on this project; Veteran’s Strike Force, Marvin Gardner, Kim Driscol, Creola Alfalileh - Veterans for Unification, John Borg - Coalition of Veterans Organizations, Bruce Parry - American Airlines Veteran’s Representative, Fred Gajewski.
 

Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
 

OFFE Public Relations Director,
Jere Beery
jerebeery@aol.com    
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Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
May 10th, 2007 

May 9, 2007
Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D), is the first 2008 presidential candidate to sign Operation Firing For Effect’s Resolution calling for full mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. http://offe2008.org/RESOLUTIONS/Clinton.pdf

Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton
On April 10th OFFE members attended the “CARES” Local Advisory Panel Meeting (LAP) at the Canandaigua VA, here the Panel officiated by Amo Houghton presented the proposals that will go forward to Secretary Nicholson and determine the future of the veterans facility.

At that meeting Senator Hillary Clinton a featured speaker at the LAP Hearing spoke out for veterans by calling for the formation of a community committee to insure that veterans needs continue to be addressed as the VA goes forward with the campus development in the future.
In her speech to the panel Senator Clinton said; “As I have said throughout this process, it is critical that a line of communication remain open to ensure that the voices of the veterans’ community are heard. Looking ahead, the premature elimination of the acute in-patient psychiatric beds makes it all the more important for the VA to seek and heed the views of the local community before their final plan for the campus is released. This community deserves to be heard today, tomorrow, and far into the future when it comes to our veterans,” Senator Clinton said following the meeting. “The best way for the VA to keep the line of communication open with the very community they serve is to establish a permanent community advisory panel.”
From the beginning of the VA CARES process, Senator Clinton fought hard against plans to close the facility. Last October, Senator Clinton applauded the fact that all of the options approved by the VA for further consideration maintain a presence on the Canandaigua campus and that options which would have shifted services to other sites were rejected. In February, she expressed her disappointment that the VA went ahead prematurely and executed a decision to complete the phasing out of the eight remaining acute in-patient psychiatric beds.
After the meeting, OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes presented Senator Clinton with the resolution that veterans are using across the nation to demand that Washington return VA Funding to the status it held for decades within the federal budget. That resolution calls for placing VA Funding on the mandatory side of the budget and remove it from the discretionary side of the budget where it was placed two decades ago.
On April 19th Senator Clinton came aboard the OFFE 2008 Mandatory Funding Crusade Check out the signed copy of the resolution by clicking here
Senator Clinton is the most recent to sign OFFE’s Resolution. To date, our Resolution has been adopted and passed by Senator Charles Schumer, several U.S. northeast cities and townships, including the Mayor of Chicago, Illinois, Richard Daley, the Governor of Oregon, Ted Kulongoski, plus over 500,000 labor union members in New York State. Visit this link to view signed Resolutions –
http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm
 We encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.

Operation Firing For Effect is a Veterans Advocacy Group and a subsidiary of Veterans For Veteran Connection, Inc., a registered 501-3c organization devoted to protecting and improving the benefits and services earned by our former military personnel. 
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POW Network Negatively Targeting PTSD Veterans
April 28th, 2007 
By; Jere Beery
Operation Firing For Effect
www.offe2008.org
  When you finish this article you will be faced with a decision. You will either choose to ignore that this is going on, or you will help find a way to stop it.
One of the most common symptoms associated with combat related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is paranoia, the delusional fear that someone is out to get you. Recent revelations within the nation’s veteran community seem to imply these fears are not all that imaginary.
The Veterans Administration was originally established as a ‘non-adversarial’ agency, and our veterans have always considered the VA as a ‘sanctuary’. Those two words are at the root of this entire article. The VA was a place where a vet down on his luck could get a cup of coffee and a hot meal, or the place a sick vet could count on being treated and cared for without fear of ridicule or unwarranted scrutiny. The vet always knew he/she could find unconditional ‘compassion’, ‘understanding’, and ‘prayer’ within the walls of a VA facility. Any vet could walk through the doors of a VA and know they were safe and not in danger. Well, the VA has apparently changed their ideology and method of operation. 
            There is currently a group of self-appointed “government agents” targeting veterans receiving disability compensation from the VA. Their objective is to locate and prosecute disabled veterans that are receiving VA disability compensation that they are not entitled to. Their main focus is on veterans with a PTSD rating. They claim that the VA healthcare system is being bilked dry by phony PTSD claims. However, they cannot provide data to support their outrageous accusations. They operate with the full support and cooperation of the VA Inspector General’s office and other major law enforcement agencies. According to Chuck and Mary Schantag of Skidmore, Missouri and owners of the POW Network (www.pownetwork.org), they have friends within the VA and DOD that will provide them with any personal information on a veteran they are investigating. In a recent email forwarded to my office, Mary Schantag wrote; “YES we continue to turn phonies and frauds and goldiggers into the VA IG and the FBI and law enforcement on a daily basis with a great team and huge support”. (Editor’s Note: All misspelling, capitalization, and sentence structure are the results of a direct quote via email.) In another email, POW Network associate and group member Mr. Gary Assell of Montgomery, Illinois and owner of Viper’s Web Page made this statement to justify their operations; “All disabled veterans are NOT the targets, only those who have obtained benefits through fraud and misrepresentation, which is punishable under Title 38 USC. It is a proven fact that veterans who have fraudulently received benefits or medical care through fraud or misrepresentation HAVE cost the VA millions of dollars”.
            This is not the first time we have heard of the POW Network and their questionable operations. Exactly one year ago, this same group harassed Mr. Gene Simes and myself and even boasted of acquiring our Social Security numbers without our consent. In an email exchange the Schantags made this statement; “We cannot afford to have some “friends” compromised as they search through files for the truth on this. And we meet with the VA IG Friday……” Mr. Simes and I filed a complaint with the VA Inspector General’s office and a formal investigation was launched. The investigation concluded the Schantags committed no crime, the case was dropped, and they continue their questionable relationship as informants with the VA IG today. The most notable and curious fact about our first encounter with the POW Network was Mr. Simes and I called our complaint into the VA Inspector Generals Office on May 1, 2006. On May 3, 2006 the Department of Veterans Affairs “announced they had lost a computer containing personal information on 26.5 million veterans (including Social Security numbers)…”
            Another Key associate of the POW Network group is a former Navy SEAL with 27 years in the service. Captain Larry Bailey of Chocowinity, North Carolina is probably best known for his association with the book; ‘Stolen Valor’, which was about veterans claiming military service or awards they were not entitled to. The Stolen Valor book spawned a rash of individuals subscribing to the theory that many of our veterans were frauds and the budget short-falls the VA was experiencing was due to phony veterans within the VA system. In a recent email sent to my office by Larry Bailey, he stated; “far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency another nickel.  I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rat hole.” In another email Bailey said; “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do. And I have two good friends who are doing just that, saying that “I might as well get mine,” or words to that effect.  One of them even encourages me to get some myself.  It makes me sick.  That is what I was trying to explain to Jere Beery; he clearly didn’t want to hear that.” This author wonders if Mr. Bailey has exposed these two “close friends” as frauds on the POW Network website, or has he remained silent while these individuals continue to supposedly defraud the VA. A third possibility is that Mr. Bailey is exaggerating these claims in order to support his own position. Only Mr. Bailey can be entirely certain as to the truth in this matter.
            These statements combined with the many complaints I receive from veterans stating they had been wrongly harassed, intimidated and publicly humiliated by the POW Network, paints a very ugly picture. Many veterans think the Schantags are using the sacred ‘Prisoner of War Movement’ to hide more sinister activities. Although the POW Network was originally established to address issues concerning the accounting of Prisoners of War and Missing in action, their objectives now have taken a very vile turn. They now apparently think they are a law enforcement arm for the entire veteran community.  There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition (such as PTSD) which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. In this writer’s opinion, after many years of involvement in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to cast unwarranted blame on them, or to question any medical condition they may have which is recognized and diagnosed by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues are involved. The veteran community does not need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of informants.
 It is unknown if the Schantags or anyone else in the group receives anything in return from the VA for the veterans they turn in. However, they do receive donations and endorsements from private sources and a number of veteran service organizations. They have also reaped the rewards of their notoriety in connection with Stolen Valor. Unfortunately, their exploits now are causing mistrust within the veteran community and unnecessary pain and grief to veterans and their families.
Over the next few weeks ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ will be asking the hard questions of the VA, FBI, and several veteran service organizations. We want to know if they can verify that there is in fact a large number of frauds enrolled in the VA healthcare system, and if they condone, or participate in the ‘predatory’ tactics used by the POW Network. To date, we have spoken with 3 national veteran service organizations headquartered in Washington, DC; the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the Blinded Veterans Association, and the American Legion. All three stated they do not scrutinize the disability ratings of their membership, and they have no data to support the VA has experienced a high percentage of bogus disability claims. 
If it is true that the VA has become so corrupt and inept that they are incapable of administering the rules and regulations governing the distribution of disability compensation, and that this has resulted in hundreds of thousands of disabled veterans receiving compensation that they are not entitled to, the American public has the right to know this as soon as humanly possible.
There are currently an estimated 12 to 15 million illegal aliens in this country taking advantage of our system and its benefits. One might think if the POW Network were truly concerned about exposing fraud on a large scale, they would devote their efforts towards a real threat to our country. The Schantags claim “They Support Our Troops’ on one hand, and then turn around and suggest a large number of them are frauds? The support we give our men and women in uniform must be unconditional. The disabled veterans that fall under the control of the VA are National Treasures and should be protected the same as ‘hallowed ground’. Remember the word ‘sanctuary’? If the VA is involved in ANY way in the current campaign to ‘shake down’ the disabled veterans of this country, they have totally lost sight of their mission and should be held accountable by the American people. If the VA is encouraging civilian ‘bounty hunters’ to find veterans that may not deserve all they are receiving, they are no longer ‘non-adversarial’, they are ‘predators’. This violation of our veteran’s trust would not look good on a recruiting poster.
Ask yourself these questions; Have we become so callus and bitter as a Nation that we feel the need to look for ways to discredit our veterans? What training or certification does the POW Network have that allows them to involve themselves in the ‘personal’ medical issues of a veteran? With the current URGENT needs of our most recent disabled veterans returning home from Afghanistan and Iraq is this ‘witch hunt mentality’ really helping the situation, or hurting? Does it really matter to the majority of Americans if a few boarder-line PTSD cases filed by ‘Verified Former Military Personnel’ fall through the cracks? Is it really worth the risk of targeting the wrong veteran with false accusations and triggering a tragedy? And finally, what does any of this have to do with accounting for our Prisoners of War or Missing in Action?
It is not the intent of this article to imply fraud is acceptable under any circumstances. And this article is not intended to protect the fraudulent from exposure and/or prosecution. However, PTSD is a very sensitive medical condition that is better left to the medical professionals to diagnose and treat, not the POW Network. There is very little doubt in my mind that the number of fraud cases within the Social Security Administration, Medicare, and Food Stamp program far exceed any possible number of cases within the VA.       
If this article has upset you and you feel compelled to stop this unwarranted attack on our disabled veterans, contact your local media and ask them to investigate this story. Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change. If you love your freedom, thank a vet!
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Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent?
April 19th, 2007 
Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent? 

According to free lance writer Jim Strickland, many Vets are under the mistaken impression that their disability is protected and it isn’t. Strickland is probably best known for his contributions to www.VAwatchdog.org, a grassroots veteran’s advocatory group headed up by Larry Scott.  

In a recent email exchange between Jim Strickland and a group of disabled veterans going through divorce, Strickland provided his interpretation of the law. ” U.S. Code, Title 38, §5301(a), which states in part: Nonassignability and exempt status of benefits Payments of benefits due or to become due under any law administered by the Secretary shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law, and such payments made to, or on account of, a beneficiary shall be exempt from taxation, shall be exempt from the claim of creditors, and shall not be liable to attachment, levy, or seizure by or under any legal or equitable process whatever, either before or after receipt by the beneficiary.” The catch phrase here is of course, “shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law” and that’s where the rule has a loophole. VA disability compensation is not protected,”  Strickland wrote. 

Long time veteran’s rights advocate Jere Beery of Jefferson Ohio takes issue with Strickland’s statements. “The problem here is enforcement of USC, Title 38. §5301(a). The federal Code is very clearly worded and extremely focused on the protection of veterans’ entitlements from 3rd party awards. There is no federal law that relinquishes control of veteran’s disability compensation over to state judges. To say there is a ‘loophole’ in the law that makes it ‘OK’ to ignore the entire law is the most asinine logic I have ever heard,” Beery stated. “The Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs is the only person that can attach to veteran’s benefits. These state judges are over-stepping their authority and illegally striping veterans of their earned entitlements, and no one is doing a damn thing about it,” Beery added 

In another email Strickland accuses Beery of being upset over his personal divorce ruling. “I’m seeing the big picture now. It took me a while. You’re just a pissed off guy, right? Pissed at the ex, pissed at this judge, now you’re pissed at me for some reason. Everyone else is wrong, you’re always the one who sees the truth,” Strickland wrote.  

Jere Beery said he thinks this attitude is at the root of a much bigger problem. “Unfortunately, many uninformed Americans think like Mr. Strickland does. For some unknown reason people like Strickland wrongly conclude veteran’s disability compensation is a divisible asset. In their minds, 5301(a) does not exist in the first place, because it protects nothing. That is a very sad reality, because I really think Congress was attempting to protect veterans’ benefits,” Beery told the FBN.   

At one point in the email exchange Jere Beery suggested Strickland take a trip to Walter Reed Hospital and tell the troops recovering there that their disability benefits were not protected. “I’m not sure why you would think that’s my responsibility? I worked there once, doubt you’ve ever been. I tell you a truth about the system you don’t want to hear and suddenly all the wounded at WRH are my responsibility? I doubt it,” Strickland replied. 

In a related story, Calvin Murphy’s case has been postponed indefinitely. 
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Open Letter to All ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Supporters
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Open Letter to All ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Supporters
 

April 8, 2007,
 

Many people have written to me in response to the GOE situation. I have been asked to publicly summarize my primary objections to Mr. Larry Bailey and to give the reasons I object to his leadership of the GOE.
 

Here is a quote from a web site titled; ‘Lie Detectors’. (www.pownetwork.org)
“Larry Bailey, Chuck and Mary Schantag, Steve Waterman and others are on a nationwide mission to expose those who exaggerate or falsely claim military service”.
This group of proud Americans has a history of exposing veterans who lie about their military service or awards. They draw their ‘credibility’ from the book ‘Stolen Valor’, by Glenna Whitley and B.G. Burkett. In recent years they have successfully exposed a number of frauds, and their investigations have led to the arrest of a number of fake veterans. These honorable intentions led to the passage of ‘The Stolen Valor Act of 2005’, which makes falsifying of military service a federal crime punishable by imprisonment.  
 I think everyone can appreciate the efforts made by these Great Americans to protect the ‘Valor’ of honorable service and insure that truth prevails. And with their help, laws were established to deal with frauds in the future. 
 However, apparently, Mr. Bailey and his associates have expanded their mission objectives. Now, disabled veterans are the new targets. According to Bailey, the VA is overrun with bogus veterans collecting compensation, especially for PTSD. Bailey claims that these veterans are bilking the VA out of millions and millions of dollars. Bailey and his team of experts are now on a mission to shake down any veteran receiving a PTSD rating from the VA. In fact, according to Bailey associates, Chuck and Mary Schantags, they turn in veterans ‘they’ suspect of collecting benefits they don’t deserve to the VAIG on a regular basis.
 Now I don’t know what kind of pleasure Mr. Bailey’s group gets out of busting veterans, but he is overstepping the intent of Stolen Valor and good taste by targeting disabled veterans in this manner. There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. 
 In my opinion, the ‘Stolen Valor’ movement has become very misguided and is the single most damning factor facing any attempts to unite this country’s former military personnel. In a time when our veterans should be coming together as one voice, Mr. Bailey is turning veterans into the VA for prosecution. And they are being haled as Heroes by some for doing so. Pitting veterans against veterans does nothing to unite them, and targeting sick veterans for shake-down is repulsive and disgraceful. I really don’t believe GOE founder, Colonel Harry Riley would condone trashing fellow disabled veterans in this manner. In fact, has anyone received a letter from Colonel Riley endorsing Larry Bailey’s leadership and views? No? 
 Right now is probably the most important time in recent history for our former military personnel. For the first time in decades veterans have shown a willingness to come together and unite on issues of importance to them and their families. Our veterans have a real chance to influence the upcoming 2008 elections with their voices and votes. The large number of Eagles that were in DC on March 17th proved that fact. The question is; where does the GOE go from here? Does GOE devote their resources to representing the best interest of our veterans as a whole, or do we allow GOE to single out and attack the credibility of our disabled veterans? Along way from just standing around protecting monuments, ain’t it?  
 Let me make my position perfectly clear. In my opinion, after many years involved in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to focus unwarranted attention on them, or to question any medical condition they may have and which is recognized by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues (such as PTSD) are involved. The veteran community doesn’t need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of elitist.
 Now, if you wish to give your support and money to Larry Bailey and the ‘new’ GOE, and you subscribe to the theory that a significant number of our country’s veterans are frauds, go right ahead. But, at least you now know what your money is going to support.
 

Just ask yourself one question; How can anyone claim they totally support our troops in one breath, and arbitrarily accuse a large number of our former military personnel of being frauds in another?
  In closing, National Chairman, Operation For Effect, Gene Simes has invited Mr. Bailey to discuss this issue on his radio program next Tuesday evening. Mr. Bailey has declined Mr. Sime’s invitation. However, if you are interested in this topic, call into the program and express your feelings about this issue. 877-213-4329. You can listen live on your computer at this link. www.stardustradio.com  9pm, (EST), Tuesday, 4/10/07.
 Jere Beery
Public Relations Director
Operation Firing For Effect
WWW.OFFE2008.ORG
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Why we need Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare

 

March 29, 2007
 Many people are confused about what full funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs really means. Below you will find 8 very good examples of why full mandatory funding of the VA healthcare system is essential. Merely visit the links included to view substantial documentation.
 

· On August 22, 1986, the VAMC in Atlanta Georgia released a Memorandum changing their procedures for self injections for diabetic insulin users. The change in policy was as follows; “Effective for new prescriptions written after September 2, 1986, you should use each disposable insulin syringe two times before throwing it away”. The only possible reason for this new policy was budgetary. This change in procedure was a blatant attempt to cut the year’s insulin syringe budget in half. Apparently, the VA needed funds elsewhere, and decided this very questionable and risky injection procedure was a good idea. Well known Georgia veterans rights advocate Jere Beery led a successful public campaign to have this unsafe practice stopped immediately. This one small example illustrates how budget restraints affect the quality of healthcare our veterans receive. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans would never be asked to use a dirty syringe again. 
Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va-syringe-useage.htm 

· Although the telephone has been around for well over a century, it wasn’t until 1996 that all VA hospitals nationwide were equipped with bedside telephones. Up until that time, unless you could make it to the pay phone down the hall, patients made no calls, much less receive any.  In 1995, Mr. Francis Dosio of PT Phone Home and the Communication Workers of America Union took up the concept veterans activist Jere Beery had started several years earlier and launched a nationwide project to install bedside phones in every VA hospital in the country. All of the labor and equipment was donated but the story was not publicized. The VA didn’t have to pay one dine for the bedside phone project as all of the funds were donated from the private sector. Mandatory full funding would insure that our veterans do not have to depend on charity for the most basic amenities and services. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/bedside_telephones_in_va_hospita.htm 

· In 1998, the VAMC in Atlanta attempted to implement parking fees for all veterans visiting the facility. Vietnam combat veteran Jere Beery openly challenged the parking plan and stimulated public outrage which halted the idea before it was enforced. But once again, we see desperation by the VA to find funds while passing the cost onto our veterans. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans are never again ask to pay to access the healthcare services they have earned. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va%20parking%201.htm 

· In 2006, two veterans died after they were refused entrance and lifesaving treatment at the VA hospital in Spokane Washington. The reason; they arrived after the emergency room had closed. Mandatory full funding would insure that all VA hospitals with a pre-existing emergency room could maintain 24/7 emergency services for critically ill veterans. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/offe_extremely_concerned_about_d.htm 

· In 1978, travel reimbursement for veterans traveling to a VA hospital for a scheduled appointment was 11 cents per mile, which was when gas was 49 cents a gallon. This reimbursement amount has remained unchanged for 29 years. In this case, Mandatory full funding would provide the funds to increase this allowance and allow for the payment of travel pay to fluctuate with the rising cost of fuel. 

· Currently, the VA has a backlog of over 90,000 claims waiting processing. Many veterans are required to wait well over a year for their VA rating decision. Under-staffing is the primary reason for these delays. Mandatory funding would make it possible for the VA to hire additional staff to process and expedite claims.  

· Low wages offered by the VA make it very difficult to entice and retain high quality medical professionals. Doctors, nurses, dentist, psychiatrist, counselors, and nutritionist all make significantly more money in the private sector. Mandatory funding would allow for increases in salaries which would attract more medical professionals into the VA healthcare system.    

· Mandatory funding would also insure that future medical research done by the VA would not be restricted by budget constraints. 

These are just 8 examples of why we need full funding of the VA. There are many more examples just like these. I hope this report convinces you to support full mandatory funding for the VA healthcare system. I encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
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Gathering of Eagles
April 19th, 2007 
 How do you feel about this issue? 

New Chairman of ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Opposes Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare
 The ‘Gathering of Eagles’ is a newly formed group comprised mostly of veterans and their supporters, and originally founded by Colonel Harry Riley, USA(Ret.). On March 17th of this year the group organized an estimated 30,000 demonstrators on the Mall in DC. Their objective was to protect the monuments and memorials from possible vandalism by a group of anti-war demonstrators rallying on the same day. At the DC event Operation Firing For Effect was included in the GOE program, and the event founder Colonel Harry Riley warmly welcomed OFFE personnel and their resolution supporting mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. However, immediately after the rally Colonel Riley stepped down as GOE group leader and Mr. Larry Bailey took his place. After that, things took an ugly turn and the GOE leadership did a 180 degree about face on the mandatory funding issue.
 In a heated email exchange between OFFE Public Relations Director, Jere Beery and GOE’s new Chairman, Mr. Bailey adamantly opposed OFFE’s resolution for mandatory funding. Bailey himself stated; “Far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency (VA) another nickel.”  He added, “I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rathole.” In yet another email he said, “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do.” 
 

It is unclear if Larry Bailey was speaking on behalf of GOE, or just himself, but these comments have infuriated many potential GOE supporters within the veteran community. Diehard GOE supporters have now launched a name calling campaign against OFFE’s Gene Simes and Jere Beery, and to date no one with the GOE has denounced Bailey’s harsh criticism of our former military personnel.
 As the result of this disagreement OFFE and GOE have broken off all communications. Mr. Bailey has directed OFFE not to refer to GOE in any way, shape, or fashion in the future, which means he no longer wants support from OFFE. Judging from the feedback OFFE has received, many people find Bailey’s comments extremely offensive and callus, and far from what one would expect from the leader of a veteran’s organization.
  Bailey claims that Beery released his email comments without his permission.
  Colonel Harry Riley signed Operation Firing For Effect mandatory funding resolution and it will be posted on the OFFE web site soon.
 [NOTE: The Gathering of Eagles rally in DC was a combined effort of many within the veteran’s community nationwide. In addition to participating in the DC program, Operation Firing For Effect donated several hours of free radio airtime to promoting the GOE event, and also publicly solicited donations for the project.]
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OFFE Looks at Ways to Assist Veterans with Military Honors
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OFFE Looks at Ways to Assist Veterans with Military Honors
  December 19, 2006
 Operation Firing For Effect (OFFE) is developing a simple cost-effective solution that will aid family members of a deceased veteran who are unable to acquire military honors. Some estimates put the number of WWII veterans dying at over one thousand-a-day, 300,000 a month. These great Americans were extremely proud of their military service and carried that pride with them throughout their lives. Most veterans feel their service to their country is the most significant thing that they have accomplished in life. According to Congressional legislation, all honorably discharged veterans have the right to the presence of two active duty personnel at their funeral to fold and present the American flag to surviving family members. Over the decades, funding and personnel shortages has made it next to impossible for a family to receive military honors at their loved one’s funeral. These facts combined with base closures are yet another promised benefit that is being denied. Some national veterans service organizations (i.e., VFW, DAV, American Legion) have organized local Honor Guard details and will provide military-type honors for deceased veterans if requested. However, it is impossible for these NVSOs to respect the last wishes of all fallen veterans. There are also civilian organizations like ‘Bugles Across America’ which provide volunteer buglers to play TAPS at a veteran’s farewell service at no charge. Even with this heartfelt gesture of respect and goodwill, we continue to fall short of our pledge to Honor our Hero’s last wishes. www.buglesacrossamerica.org  
 OFFE National Chairman Gene Simes told the FBN they are exploring ways to minimize this problem by providing military honors for deceased veterans. “It is logistically impossible to provide active duty personnel at every veteran’s funeral that deserves such honors. However, it would be very simple to provide military honors on a CD for any deceased veteran,” Simes said.   

Simes described the CD concept this way; “We are proposing the production of an audio CD specifically for families of deceased veterans. The CD would contain a rendition of TAPS and all five service songs and military hymns (i.e., The Navy Hymn, Marine Corp Hymn). All of the music would be preformed by active duty military bands. The CD would be distributed to funeral homes nationwide and given free to any family requesting it,” Simes said.  “With this CD, family members could play honors at their veteran’s grave site, anywhere, anytime, and as many times as they wish. Some families may wish to play the CD at the grave site on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, or any special occasion. In our opinion, this CD needs to be produced and certified by the Department of Defense. This way the honors are coming directly from the U.S. Government,” Simes added. Jere Beery is the OFFE Public Relations Director. “Our objective is to publicly introduce new ways to service our former military personnel and their families. We are counting on the American people to insist that their elected official include these ideas in their agendas,” Beery said. “That is what ‘firing for effect’ means, we are ‘firing for effect’ with our voices, votes, and ideas,” Beery added.  Both Simes and Beery feel it is essential to the future survival to our all volunteer military that ‘veterans affairs’ be addressed by the 2008 political candidates during their current campaigns.
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Welcome To The New ‘THINK TANK’ Blog Site
April 14th, 2007 
‘The Think Tank’ is a place to share your views and experiences in matters of importance to our former military personnel and their families. We invite you to participate in our Blog. 

This effort is dedicated to our men and women in uniform whom serve honorably and loyally during not only war time, past and present - but humanitarian efforts, natural disaster relief, peace keeping, and even in Peacetime.

You will find our list of talking points to the right. >>> 
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Cook County Illinois Passes Historic Referendum for Veteran’s Healthcare
July 15th, 2007 
On February 5, 2008, registered voters in Cook County Illinois will see the following ‘yes or no’ question on their primary election ballots;
 

“Shall the federal government be required to adopt full mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the purpose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible healthcare and services?”
 

Cook County is the second largest county in the United States, and has a population of approximately 6.6 million residents. The entire city of Chicago fits within the county of Cook.
 

Last Tuesday, during a meeting, the Cook County Board of Commissioners passed a Resolution in support of mandatory full funding of veteran’s healthcare. At that same time, they also passed a Referendum to have the veteran’s healthcare question (above) placed on the county’s upcoming primary election ballot. Both the Resolution and Referendum passed unanimously. 
 

“The fact that we are calling our young men and women into our country’s service but not supporting them when they return home is unacceptable,” said Commissioner Larry Suffredin, who chairs the Committee and is the Board’s sole military veteran.  “This measure gives the residents of Cook County the opportunity to express their strong support for our veterans.”

The concept of full mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare is not a new idea. A number veteran groups has been lobbying for such funding security for over a decade without much success.
 

So, the battle for full mandated funding of VA healthcare is not a new story. What is new about this story is the ground-swell of grassroots support (from both sides of the aisle) the idea has received over the past year and a half. A great deal of the credit for this renewed interest and support can be directly attributed to the current mandatory funding Resolution Drive being conducted by ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ (OFFE). 
 

About 18 months ago, Mr. John Monaghan (OFFE Committee Member) of Chicago, Illinois approached Cook County Commissioner Anthony J. Peraica with the idea of placing the mandatory funding question on the county-wide ballot for Cook County residents to voice their opinion on. Shortly there after, Commissioner Peraica instructed Cook County Board of Commissioners Administrative Analyst Georgiann Callaway, USN(Ret.) to put together the necessary documentation for presentation to the Board of Commissioners for their consideration and support. The rest is now history. The Cook County Board of Commissioners passed Peraica’s resolution and his referendum placing the veteran’s healthcare funding question on the primary county election ballot slated for February 5, 2008.
 
In a recent VFVC Live interview which aired on Stardust Radio just after the Board of Commissioners vote, Commissioner Peraica stated that his office is now inviting every county in Illinois to give all Illinois residents the opportunity to vote their opinion on this issue as well. “If the Referendum is adopted by all 102 counties in our state, the funding question should qualify to be placed on the 2008 general election ballot statewide,” Peraica told Gene Simes. “What that will mean to Illinois is everyone that votes for the President will also have the opportunity to vote on the mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare issue. I have already contacted Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn asking for his support,” Peraica stated.  
 

According to OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes, the Cook Board of Commissioners has made a very valuable contribution toward the future healthcare needs of this country’s veterans and their families. “Veteran’s healthcare is not a ‘special interest’ issue. It is a moral promise and ethical obligation we owe our men and women that served in uniform, regardless of political affiliation. The great residents of Cook County Illinois are leading the way to insuring that we as a nation fulfill the promise and meet the obligation of quality, accessible veteran’s healthcare, no matter the cost,” Simes added. “We have a long way to go, and not much time to get there. We need to persuade every state in this country to adopt Cook County’s Referendum within the next 120 days. I honestly believe having the veteran’s healthcare question on state ballots will encourage a higher voter turnout among our veteran population in 2008. We simply must know where the candidates stand on veterans’ affairs before we give them our votes, not after. On behalf of OFFE I salute the Cook County Board of Commissioners for their innovative and sound leadership on this issue,” Simes concluded.
 

If you would like more information on the Cook County resolution, referendum, or you would like some advice/guidance on how to get your state/county involved, contact; Georgiann Callaway, Cook County Board of Commissioners, (312)603-6384.
 

OFFE would like to recognize and thank the following people and organizations for their help and support on this project; Veteran’s Strike Force, Marvin Gardner, Kim Driscol, Creola Alfalileh - Veterans for Unification, John Borg - Coalition of Veterans Organizations, Bruce Parry - American Airlines Veteran’s Representative, Fred Gajewski.
 

Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
 

OFFE Public Relations Director,
Jere Beery
jerebeery@aol.com    
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Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
May 10th, 2007 

May 9, 2007
Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D), is the first 2008 presidential candidate to sign Operation Firing For Effect’s Resolution calling for full mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. http://offe2008.org/RESOLUTIONS/Clinton.pdf

Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton
On April 10th OFFE members attended the “CARES” Local Advisory Panel Meeting (LAP) at the Canandaigua VA, here the Panel officiated by Amo Houghton presented the proposals that will go forward to Secretary Nicholson and determine the future of the veterans facility.

At that meeting Senator Hillary Clinton a featured speaker at the LAP Hearing spoke out for veterans by calling for the formation of a community committee to insure that veterans needs continue to be addressed as the VA goes forward with the campus development in the future.
In her speech to the panel Senator Clinton said; “As I have said throughout this process, it is critical that a line of communication remain open to ensure that the voices of the veterans’ community are heard. Looking ahead, the premature elimination of the acute in-patient psychiatric beds makes it all the more important for the VA to seek and heed the views of the local community before their final plan for the campus is released. This community deserves to be heard today, tomorrow, and far into the future when it comes to our veterans,” Senator Clinton said following the meeting. “The best way for the VA to keep the line of communication open with the very community they serve is to establish a permanent community advisory panel.”
From the beginning of the VA CARES process, Senator Clinton fought hard against plans to close the facility. Last October, Senator Clinton applauded the fact that all of the options approved by the VA for further consideration maintain a presence on the Canandaigua campus and that options which would have shifted services to other sites were rejected. In February, she expressed her disappointment that the VA went ahead prematurely and executed a decision to complete the phasing out of the eight remaining acute in-patient psychiatric beds.
After the meeting, OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes presented Senator Clinton with the resolution that veterans are using across the nation to demand that Washington return VA Funding to the status it held for decades within the federal budget. That resolution calls for placing VA Funding on the mandatory side of the budget and remove it from the discretionary side of the budget where it was placed two decades ago.
On April 19th Senator Clinton came aboard the OFFE 2008 Mandatory Funding Crusade Check out the signed copy of the resolution by clicking here
Senator Clinton is the most recent to sign OFFE’s Resolution. To date, our Resolution has been adopted and passed by Senator Charles Schumer, several U.S. northeast cities and townships, including the Mayor of Chicago, Illinois, Richard Daley, the Governor of Oregon, Ted Kulongoski, plus over 500,000 labor union members in New York State. Visit this link to view signed Resolutions –
http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm
 We encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.

Operation Firing For Effect is a Veterans Advocacy Group and a subsidiary of Veterans For Veteran Connection, Inc., a registered 501-3c organization devoted to protecting and improving the benefits and services earned by our former military personnel. 
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POW Network Negatively Targeting PTSD Veterans
April 28th, 2007 
By; Jere Beery
Operation Firing For Effect
www.offe2008.org
  When you finish this article you will be faced with a decision. You will either choose to ignore that this is going on, or you will help find a way to stop it.
One of the most common symptoms associated with combat related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is paranoia, the delusional fear that someone is out to get you. Recent revelations within the nation’s veteran community seem to imply these fears are not all that imaginary.
The Veterans Administration was originally established as a ‘non-adversarial’ agency, and our veterans have always considered the VA as a ‘sanctuary’. Those two words are at the root of this entire article. The VA was a place where a vet down on his luck could get a cup of coffee and a hot meal, or the place a sick vet could count on being treated and cared for without fear of ridicule or unwarranted scrutiny. The vet always knew he/she could find unconditional ‘compassion’, ‘understanding’, and ‘prayer’ within the walls of a VA facility. Any vet could walk through the doors of a VA and know they were safe and not in danger. Well, the VA has apparently changed their ideology and method of operation. 
            There is currently a group of self-appointed “government agents” targeting veterans receiving disability compensation from the VA. Their objective is to locate and prosecute disabled veterans that are receiving VA disability compensation that they are not entitled to. Their main focus is on veterans with a PTSD rating. They claim that the VA healthcare system is being bilked dry by phony PTSD claims. However, they cannot provide data to support their outrageous accusations. They operate with the full support and cooperation of the VA Inspector General’s office and other major law enforcement agencies. According to Chuck and Mary Schantag of Skidmore, Missouri and owners of the POW Network (www.pownetwork.org), they have friends within the VA and DOD that will provide them with any personal information on a veteran they are investigating. In a recent email forwarded to my office, Mary Schantag wrote; “YES we continue to turn phonies and frauds and goldiggers into the VA IG and the FBI and law enforcement on a daily basis with a great team and huge support”. (Editor’s Note: All misspelling, capitalization, and sentence structure are the results of a direct quote via email.) In another email, POW Network associate and group member Mr. Gary Assell of Montgomery, Illinois and owner of Viper’s Web Page made this statement to justify their operations; “All disabled veterans are NOT the targets, only those who have obtained benefits through fraud and misrepresentation, which is punishable under Title 38 USC. It is a proven fact that veterans who have fraudulently received benefits or medical care through fraud or misrepresentation HAVE cost the VA millions of dollars”.
            This is not the first time we have heard of the POW Network and their questionable operations. Exactly one year ago, this same group harassed Mr. Gene Simes and myself and even boasted of acquiring our Social Security numbers without our consent. In an email exchange the Schantags made this statement; “We cannot afford to have some “friends” compromised as they search through files for the truth on this. And we meet with the VA IG Friday……” Mr. Simes and I filed a complaint with the VA Inspector General’s office and a formal investigation was launched. The investigation concluded the Schantags committed no crime, the case was dropped, and they continue their questionable relationship as informants with the VA IG today. The most notable and curious fact about our first encounter with the POW Network was Mr. Simes and I called our complaint into the VA Inspector Generals Office on May 1, 2006. On May 3, 2006 the Department of Veterans Affairs “announced they had lost a computer containing personal information on 26.5 million veterans (including Social Security numbers)…”
            Another Key associate of the POW Network group is a former Navy SEAL with 27 years in the service. Captain Larry Bailey of Chocowinity, North Carolina is probably best known for his association with the book; ‘Stolen Valor’, which was about veterans claiming military service or awards they were not entitled to. The Stolen Valor book spawned a rash of individuals subscribing to the theory that many of our veterans were frauds and the budget short-falls the VA was experiencing was due to phony veterans within the VA system. In a recent email sent to my office by Larry Bailey, he stated; “far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency another nickel.  I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rat hole.” In another email Bailey said; “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do. And I have two good friends who are doing just that, saying that “I might as well get mine,” or words to that effect.  One of them even encourages me to get some myself.  It makes me sick.  That is what I was trying to explain to Jere Beery; he clearly didn’t want to hear that.” This author wonders if Mr. Bailey has exposed these two “close friends” as frauds on the POW Network website, or has he remained silent while these individuals continue to supposedly defraud the VA. A third possibility is that Mr. Bailey is exaggerating these claims in order to support his own position. Only Mr. Bailey can be entirely certain as to the truth in this matter.
            These statements combined with the many complaints I receive from veterans stating they had been wrongly harassed, intimidated and publicly humiliated by the POW Network, paints a very ugly picture. Many veterans think the Schantags are using the sacred ‘Prisoner of War Movement’ to hide more sinister activities. Although the POW Network was originally established to address issues concerning the accounting of Prisoners of War and Missing in action, their objectives now have taken a very vile turn. They now apparently think they are a law enforcement arm for the entire veteran community.  There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition (such as PTSD) which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. In this writer’s opinion, after many years of involvement in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to cast unwarranted blame on them, or to question any medical condition they may have which is recognized and diagnosed by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues are involved. The veteran community does not need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of informants.
 It is unknown if the Schantags or anyone else in the group receives anything in return from the VA for the veterans they turn in. However, they do receive donations and endorsements from private sources and a number of veteran service organizations. They have also reaped the rewards of their notoriety in connection with Stolen Valor. Unfortunately, their exploits now are causing mistrust within the veteran community and unnecessary pain and grief to veterans and their families.
Over the next few weeks ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ will be asking the hard questions of the VA, FBI, and several veteran service organizations. We want to know if they can verify that there is in fact a large number of frauds enrolled in the VA healthcare system, and if they condone, or participate in the ‘predatory’ tactics used by the POW Network. To date, we have spoken with 3 national veteran service organizations headquartered in Washington, DC; the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the Blinded Veterans Association, and the American Legion. All three stated they do not scrutinize the disability ratings of their membership, and they have no data to support the VA has experienced a high percentage of bogus disability claims. 
If it is true that the VA has become so corrupt and inept that they are incapable of administering the rules and regulations governing the distribution of disability compensation, and that this has resulted in hundreds of thousands of disabled veterans receiving compensation that they are not entitled to, the American public has the right to know this as soon as humanly possible.
There are currently an estimated 12 to 15 million illegal aliens in this country taking advantage of our system and its benefits. One might think if the POW Network were truly concerned about exposing fraud on a large scale, they would devote their efforts towards a real threat to our country. The Schantags claim “They Support Our Troops’ on one hand, and then turn around and suggest a large number of them are frauds? The support we give our men and women in uniform must be unconditional. The disabled veterans that fall under the control of the VA are National Treasures and should be protected the same as ‘hallowed ground’. Remember the word ‘sanctuary’? If the VA is involved in ANY way in the current campaign to ‘shake down’ the disabled veterans of this country, they have totally lost sight of their mission and should be held accountable by the American people. If the VA is encouraging civilian ‘bounty hunters’ to find veterans that may not deserve all they are receiving, they are no longer ‘non-adversarial’, they are ‘predators’. This violation of our veteran’s trust would not look good on a recruiting poster.
Ask yourself these questions; Have we become so callus and bitter as a Nation that we feel the need to look for ways to discredit our veterans? What training or certification does the POW Network have that allows them to involve themselves in the ‘personal’ medical issues of a veteran? With the current URGENT needs of our most recent disabled veterans returning home from Afghanistan and Iraq is this ‘witch hunt mentality’ really helping the situation, or hurting? Does it really matter to the majority of Americans if a few boarder-line PTSD cases filed by ‘Verified Former Military Personnel’ fall through the cracks? Is it really worth the risk of targeting the wrong veteran with false accusations and triggering a tragedy? And finally, what does any of this have to do with accounting for our Prisoners of War or Missing in Action?
It is not the intent of this article to imply fraud is acceptable under any circumstances. And this article is not intended to protect the fraudulent from exposure and/or prosecution. However, PTSD is a very sensitive medical condition that is better left to the medical professionals to diagnose and treat, not the POW Network. There is very little doubt in my mind that the number of fraud cases within the Social Security Administration, Medicare, and Food Stamp program far exceed any possible number of cases within the VA.       
If this article has upset you and you feel compelled to stop this unwarranted attack on our disabled veterans, contact your local media and ask them to investigate this story. Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change. If you love your freedom, thank a vet!
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Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent?
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Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent? 

According to free lance writer Jim Strickland, many Vets are under the mistaken impression that their disability is protected and it isn’t. Strickland is probably best known for his contributions to www.VAwatchdog.org, a grassroots veteran’s advocatory group headed up by Larry Scott.  

In a recent email exchange between Jim Strickland and a group of disabled veterans going through divorce, Strickland provided his interpretation of the law. ” U.S. Code, Title 38, §5301(a), which states in part: Nonassignability and exempt status of benefits Payments of benefits due or to become due under any law administered by the Secretary shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law, and such payments made to, or on account of, a beneficiary shall be exempt from taxation, shall be exempt from the claim of creditors, and shall not be liable to attachment, levy, or seizure by or under any legal or equitable process whatever, either before or after receipt by the beneficiary.” The catch phrase here is of course, “shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law” and that’s where the rule has a loophole. VA disability compensation is not protected,”  Strickland wrote. 

Long time veteran’s rights advocate Jere Beery of Jefferson Ohio takes issue with Strickland’s statements. “The problem here is enforcement of USC, Title 38. §5301(a). The federal Code is very clearly worded and extremely focused on the protection of veterans’ entitlements from 3rd party awards. There is no federal law that relinquishes control of veteran’s disability compensation over to state judges. To say there is a ‘loophole’ in the law that makes it ‘OK’ to ignore the entire law is the most asinine logic I have ever heard,” Beery stated. “The Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs is the only person that can attach to veteran’s benefits. These state judges are over-stepping their authority and illegally striping veterans of their earned entitlements, and no one is doing a damn thing about it,” Beery added 

In another email Strickland accuses Beery of being upset over his personal divorce ruling. “I’m seeing the big picture now. It took me a while. You’re just a pissed off guy, right? Pissed at the ex, pissed at this judge, now you’re pissed at me for some reason. Everyone else is wrong, you’re always the one who sees the truth,” Strickland wrote.  

Jere Beery said he thinks this attitude is at the root of a much bigger problem. “Unfortunately, many uninformed Americans think like Mr. Strickland does. For some unknown reason people like Strickland wrongly conclude veteran’s disability compensation is a divisible asset. In their minds, 5301(a) does not exist in the first place, because it protects nothing. That is a very sad reality, because I really think Congress was attempting to protect veterans’ benefits,” Beery told the FBN.   

At one point in the email exchange Jere Beery suggested Strickland take a trip to Walter Reed Hospital and tell the troops recovering there that their disability benefits were not protected. “I’m not sure why you would think that’s my responsibility? I worked there once, doubt you’ve ever been. I tell you a truth about the system you don’t want to hear and suddenly all the wounded at WRH are my responsibility? I doubt it,” Strickland replied. 

In a related story, Calvin Murphy’s case has been postponed indefinitely. 
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Open Letter to All ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Supporters
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Open Letter to All ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Supporters
 

April 8, 2007,
 

Many people have written to me in response to the GOE situation. I have been asked to publicly summarize my primary objections to Mr. Larry Bailey and to give the reasons I object to his leadership of the GOE.
 

Here is a quote from a web site titled; ‘Lie Detectors’. (www.pownetwork.org)
“Larry Bailey, Chuck and Mary Schantag, Steve Waterman and others are on a nationwide mission to expose those who exaggerate or falsely claim military service”.
This group of proud Americans has a history of exposing veterans who lie about their military service or awards. They draw their ‘credibility’ from the book ‘Stolen Valor’, by Glenna Whitley and B.G. Burkett. In recent years they have successfully exposed a number of frauds, and their investigations have led to the arrest of a number of fake veterans. These honorable intentions led to the passage of ‘The Stolen Valor Act of 2005’, which makes falsifying of military service a federal crime punishable by imprisonment.  
 I think everyone can appreciate the efforts made by these Great Americans to protect the ‘Valor’ of honorable service and insure that truth prevails. And with their help, laws were established to deal with frauds in the future. 
 However, apparently, Mr. Bailey and his associates have expanded their mission objectives. Now, disabled veterans are the new targets. According to Bailey, the VA is overrun with bogus veterans collecting compensation, especially for PTSD. Bailey claims that these veterans are bilking the VA out of millions and millions of dollars. Bailey and his team of experts are now on a mission to shake down any veteran receiving a PTSD rating from the VA. In fact, according to Bailey associates, Chuck and Mary Schantags, they turn in veterans ‘they’ suspect of collecting benefits they don’t deserve to the VAIG on a regular basis.
 Now I don’t know what kind of pleasure Mr. Bailey’s group gets out of busting veterans, but he is overstepping the intent of Stolen Valor and good taste by targeting disabled veterans in this manner. There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. 
 In my opinion, the ‘Stolen Valor’ movement has become very misguided and is the single most damning factor facing any attempts to unite this country’s former military personnel. In a time when our veterans should be coming together as one voice, Mr. Bailey is turning veterans into the VA for prosecution. And they are being haled as Heroes by some for doing so. Pitting veterans against veterans does nothing to unite them, and targeting sick veterans for shake-down is repulsive and disgraceful. I really don’t believe GOE founder, Colonel Harry Riley would condone trashing fellow disabled veterans in this manner. In fact, has anyone received a letter from Colonel Riley endorsing Larry Bailey’s leadership and views? No? 
 Right now is probably the most important time in recent history for our former military personnel. For the first time in decades veterans have shown a willingness to come together and unite on issues of importance to them and their families. Our veterans have a real chance to influence the upcoming 2008 elections with their voices and votes. The large number of Eagles that were in DC on March 17th proved that fact. The question is; where does the GOE go from here? Does GOE devote their resources to representing the best interest of our veterans as a whole, or do we allow GOE to single out and attack the credibility of our disabled veterans? Along way from just standing around protecting monuments, ain’t it?  
 Let me make my position perfectly clear. In my opinion, after many years involved in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to focus unwarranted attention on them, or to question any medical condition they may have and which is recognized by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues (such as PTSD) are involved. The veteran community doesn’t need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of elitist.
 Now, if you wish to give your support and money to Larry Bailey and the ‘new’ GOE, and you subscribe to the theory that a significant number of our country’s veterans are frauds, go right ahead. But, at least you now know what your money is going to support.
 

Just ask yourself one question; How can anyone claim they totally support our troops in one breath, and arbitrarily accuse a large number of our former military personnel of being frauds in another?
  In closing, National Chairman, Operation For Effect, Gene Simes has invited Mr. Bailey to discuss this issue on his radio program next Tuesday evening. Mr. Bailey has declined Mr. Sime’s invitation. However, if you are interested in this topic, call into the program and express your feelings about this issue. 877-213-4329. You can listen live on your computer at this link. www.stardustradio.com  9pm, (EST), Tuesday, 4/10/07.
 Jere Beery
Public Relations Director
Operation Firing For Effect
WWW.OFFE2008.ORG
Posted in Veteran's Affairs | No Comments »
Why we need Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare
April 19th, 2007 
Why we need Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare

 

March 29, 2007
 Many people are confused about what full funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs really means. Below you will find 8 very good examples of why full mandatory funding of the VA healthcare system is essential. Merely visit the links included to view substantial documentation.
 

· On August 22, 1986, the VAMC in Atlanta Georgia released a Memorandum changing their procedures for self injections for diabetic insulin users. The change in policy was as follows; “Effective for new prescriptions written after September 2, 1986, you should use each disposable insulin syringe two times before throwing it away”. The only possible reason for this new policy was budgetary. This change in procedure was a blatant attempt to cut the year’s insulin syringe budget in half. Apparently, the VA needed funds elsewhere, and decided this very questionable and risky injection procedure was a good idea. Well known Georgia veterans rights advocate Jere Beery led a successful public campaign to have this unsafe practice stopped immediately. This one small example illustrates how budget restraints affect the quality of healthcare our veterans receive. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans would never be asked to use a dirty syringe again. 
Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va-syringe-useage.htm 

· Although the telephone has been around for well over a century, it wasn’t until 1996 that all VA hospitals nationwide were equipped with bedside telephones. Up until that time, unless you could make it to the pay phone down the hall, patients made no calls, much less receive any.  In 1995, Mr. Francis Dosio of PT Phone Home and the Communication Workers of America Union took up the concept veterans activist Jere Beery had started several years earlier and launched a nationwide project to install bedside phones in every VA hospital in the country. All of the labor and equipment was donated but the story was not publicized. The VA didn’t have to pay one dine for the bedside phone project as all of the funds were donated from the private sector. Mandatory full funding would insure that our veterans do not have to depend on charity for the most basic amenities and services. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/bedside_telephones_in_va_hospita.htm 

· In 1998, the VAMC in Atlanta attempted to implement parking fees for all veterans visiting the facility. Vietnam combat veteran Jere Beery openly challenged the parking plan and stimulated public outrage which halted the idea before it was enforced. But once again, we see desperation by the VA to find funds while passing the cost onto our veterans. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans are never again ask to pay to access the healthcare services they have earned. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va%20parking%201.htm 

· In 2006, two veterans died after they were refused entrance and lifesaving treatment at the VA hospital in Spokane Washington. The reason; they arrived after the emergency room had closed. Mandatory full funding would insure that all VA hospitals with a pre-existing emergency room could maintain 24/7 emergency services for critically ill veterans. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/offe_extremely_concerned_about_d.htm 

· In 1978, travel reimbursement for veterans traveling to a VA hospital for a scheduled appointment was 11 cents per mile, which was when gas was 49 cents a gallon. This reimbursement amount has remained unchanged for 29 years. In this case, Mandatory full funding would provide the funds to increase this allowance and allow for the payment of travel pay to fluctuate with the rising cost of fuel. 

· Currently, the VA has a backlog of over 90,000 claims waiting processing. Many veterans are required to wait well over a year for their VA rating decision. Under-staffing is the primary reason for these delays. Mandatory funding would make it possible for the VA to hire additional staff to process and expedite claims.  

· Low wages offered by the VA make it very difficult to entice and retain high quality medical professionals. Doctors, nurses, dentist, psychiatrist, counselors, and nutritionist all make significantly more money in the private sector. Mandatory funding would allow for increases in salaries which would attract more medical professionals into the VA healthcare system.    

· Mandatory funding would also insure that future medical research done by the VA would not be restricted by budget constraints. 

These are just 8 examples of why we need full funding of the VA. There are many more examples just like these. I hope this report convinces you to support full mandatory funding for the VA healthcare system. I encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
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Gathering of Eagles
April 19th, 2007 
 How do you feel about this issue? 

New Chairman of ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Opposes Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare
 The ‘Gathering of Eagles’ is a newly formed group comprised mostly of veterans and their supporters, and originally founded by Colonel Harry Riley, USA(Ret.). On March 17th of this year the group organized an estimated 30,000 demonstrators on the Mall in DC. Their objective was to protect the monuments and memorials from possible vandalism by a group of anti-war demonstrators rallying on the same day. At the DC event Operation Firing For Effect was included in the GOE program, and the event founder Colonel Harry Riley warmly welcomed OFFE personnel and their resolution supporting mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. However, immediately after the rally Colonel Riley stepped down as GOE group leader and Mr. Larry Bailey took his place. After that, things took an ugly turn and the GOE leadership did a 180 degree about face on the mandatory funding issue.
 In a heated email exchange between OFFE Public Relations Director, Jere Beery and GOE’s new Chairman, Mr. Bailey adamantly opposed OFFE’s resolution for mandatory funding. Bailey himself stated; “Far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency (VA) another nickel.”  He added, “I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rathole.” In yet another email he said, “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do.” 
 

It is unclear if Larry Bailey was speaking on behalf of GOE, or just himself, but these comments have infuriated many potential GOE supporters within the veteran community. Diehard GOE supporters have now launched a name calling campaign against OFFE’s Gene Simes and Jere Beery, and to date no one with the GOE has denounced Bailey’s harsh criticism of our former military personnel.
 As the result of this disagreement OFFE and GOE have broken off all communications. Mr. Bailey has directed OFFE not to refer to GOE in any way, shape, or fashion in the future, which means he no longer wants support from OFFE. Judging from the feedback OFFE has received, many people find Bailey’s comments extremely offensive and callus, and far from what one would expect from the leader of a veteran’s organization.
  Bailey claims that Beery released his email comments without his permission.
  Colonel Harry Riley signed Operation Firing For Effect mandatory funding resolution and it will be posted on the OFFE web site soon.
 [NOTE: The Gathering of Eagles rally in DC was a combined effort of many within the veteran’s community nationwide. In addition to participating in the DC program, Operation Firing For Effect donated several hours of free radio airtime to promoting the GOE event, and also publicly solicited donations for the project.]
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OFFE Looks at Ways to Assist Veterans with Military Honors
April 19th, 2007 
OFFE Looks at Ways to Assist Veterans with Military Honors
  December 19, 2006
 Operation Firing For Effect (OFFE) is developing a simple cost-effective solution that will aid family members of a deceased veteran who are unable to acquire military honors. Some estimates put the number of WWII veterans dying at over one thousand-a-day, 300,000 a month. These great Americans were extremely proud of their military service and carried that pride with them throughout their lives. Most veterans feel their service to their country is the most significant thing that they have accomplished in life. According to Congressional legislation, all honorably discharged veterans have the right to the presence of two active duty personnel at their funeral to fold and present the American flag to surviving family members. Over the decades, funding and personnel shortages has made it next to impossible for a family to receive military honors at their loved one’s funeral. These facts combined with base closures are yet another promised benefit that is being denied. Some national veterans service organizations (i.e., VFW, DAV, American Legion) have organized local Honor Guard details and will provide military-type honors for deceased veterans if requested. However, it is impossible for these NVSOs to respect the last wishes of all fallen veterans. There are also civilian organizations like ‘Bugles Across America’ which provide volunteer buglers to play TAPS at a veteran’s farewell service at no charge. Even with this heartfelt gesture of respect and goodwill, we continue to fall short of our pledge to Honor our Hero’s last wishes. www.buglesacrossamerica.org  
 OFFE National Chairman Gene Simes told the FBN they are exploring ways to minimize this problem by providing military honors for deceased veterans. “It is logistically impossible to provide active duty personnel at every veteran’s funeral that deserves such honors. However, it would be very simple to provide military honors on a CD for any deceased veteran,” Simes said.   

Simes described the CD concept this way; “We are proposing the production of an audio CD specifically for families of deceased veterans. The CD would contain a rendition of TAPS and all five service songs and military hymns (i.e., The Navy Hymn, Marine Corp Hymn). All of the music would be preformed by active duty military bands. The CD would be distributed to funeral homes nationwide and given free to any family requesting it,” Simes said.  “With this CD, family members could play honors at their veteran’s grave site, anywhere, anytime, and as many times as they wish. Some families may wish to play the CD at the grave site on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, or any special occasion. In our opinion, this CD needs to be produced and certified by the Department of Defense. This way the honors are coming directly from the U.S. Government,” Simes added. Jere Beery is the OFFE Public Relations Director. “Our objective is to publicly introduce new ways to service our former military personnel and their families. We are counting on the American people to insist that their elected official include these ideas in their agendas,” Beery said. “That is what ‘firing for effect’ means, we are ‘firing for effect’ with our voices, votes, and ideas,” Beery added.  Both Simes and Beery feel it is essential to the future survival to our all volunteer military that ‘veterans affairs’ be addressed by the 2008 political candidates during their current campaigns.
Posted in Veteran's Affairs | No Comments »
Welcome To The New ‘THINK TANK’ Blog Site
April 14th, 2007 
‘The Think Tank’ is a place to share your views and experiences in matters of importance to our former military personnel and their families. We invite you to participate in our Blog. 

This effort is dedicated to our men and women in uniform whom serve honorably and loyally during not only war time, past and present - but humanitarian efforts, natural disaster relief, peace keeping, and even in Peacetime.

You will find our list of talking points to the right. >>> 
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Cook County Illinois Passes Historic Referendum for Veteran’s Healthcare
July 15th, 2007 
On February 5, 2008, registered voters in Cook County Illinois will see the following ‘yes or no’ question on their primary election ballots;
 

“Shall the federal government be required to adopt full mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the purpose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible healthcare and services?”
 

Cook County is the second largest county in the United States, and has a population of approximately 6.6 million residents. The entire city of Chicago fits within the county of Cook.
 

Last Tuesday, during a meeting, the Cook County Board of Commissioners passed a Resolution in support of mandatory full funding of veteran’s healthcare. At that same time, they also passed a Referendum to have the veteran’s healthcare question (above) placed on the county’s upcoming primary election ballot. Both the Resolution and Referendum passed unanimously. 
 

“The fact that we are calling our young men and women into our country’s service but not supporting them when they return home is unacceptable,” said Commissioner Larry Suffredin, who chairs the Committee and is the Board’s sole military veteran.  “This measure gives the residents of Cook County the opportunity to express their strong support for our veterans.”

The concept of full mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare is not a new idea. A number veteran groups has been lobbying for such funding security for over a decade without much success.
 

So, the battle for full mandated funding of VA healthcare is not a new story. What is new about this story is the ground-swell of grassroots support (from both sides of the aisle) the idea has received over the past year and a half. A great deal of the credit for this renewed interest and support can be directly attributed to the current mandatory funding Resolution Drive being conducted by ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ (OFFE). 
 

About 18 months ago, Mr. John Monaghan (OFFE Committee Member) of Chicago, Illinois approached Cook County Commissioner Anthony J. Peraica with the idea of placing the mandatory funding question on the county-wide ballot for Cook County residents to voice their opinion on. Shortly there after, Commissioner Peraica instructed Cook County Board of Commissioners Administrative Analyst Georgiann Callaway, USN(Ret.) to put together the necessary documentation for presentation to the Board of Commissioners for their consideration and support. The rest is now history. The Cook County Board of Commissioners passed Peraica’s resolution and his referendum placing the veteran’s healthcare funding question on the primary county election ballot slated for February 5, 2008.
 
In a recent VFVC Live interview which aired on Stardust Radio just after the Board of Commissioners vote, Commissioner Peraica stated that his office is now inviting every county in Illinois to give all Illinois residents the opportunity to vote their opinion on this issue as well. “If the Referendum is adopted by all 102 counties in our state, the funding question should qualify to be placed on the 2008 general election ballot statewide,” Peraica told Gene Simes. “What that will mean to Illinois is everyone that votes for the President will also have the opportunity to vote on the mandatory funding for veteran’s healthcare issue. I have already contacted Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn asking for his support,” Peraica stated.  
 

According to OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes, the Cook Board of Commissioners has made a very valuable contribution toward the future healthcare needs of this country’s veterans and their families. “Veteran’s healthcare is not a ‘special interest’ issue. It is a moral promise and ethical obligation we owe our men and women that served in uniform, regardless of political affiliation. The great residents of Cook County Illinois are leading the way to insuring that we as a nation fulfill the promise and meet the obligation of quality, accessible veteran’s healthcare, no matter the cost,” Simes added. “We have a long way to go, and not much time to get there. We need to persuade every state in this country to adopt Cook County’s Referendum within the next 120 days. I honestly believe having the veteran’s healthcare question on state ballots will encourage a higher voter turnout among our veteran population in 2008. We simply must know where the candidates stand on veterans’ affairs before we give them our votes, not after. On behalf of OFFE I salute the Cook County Board of Commissioners for their innovative and sound leadership on this issue,” Simes concluded.
 

If you would like more information on the Cook County resolution, referendum, or you would like some advice/guidance on how to get your state/county involved, contact; Georgiann Callaway, Cook County Board of Commissioners, (312)603-6384.
 

OFFE would like to recognize and thank the following people and organizations for their help and support on this project; Veteran’s Strike Force, Marvin Gardner, Kim Driscol, Creola Alfalileh - Veterans for Unification, John Borg - Coalition of Veterans Organizations, Bruce Parry - American Airlines Veteran’s Representative, Fred Gajewski.
 

Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
 

OFFE Public Relations Director,
Jere Beery
jerebeery@aol.com    
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Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
May 10th, 2007 

May 9, 2007
Senator Hillary Clinton Endorses OFFE Mandatory Funding Resolution
New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D), is the first 2008 presidential candidate to sign Operation Firing For Effect’s Resolution calling for full mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. http://offe2008.org/RESOLUTIONS/Clinton.pdf

Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton
On April 10th OFFE members attended the “CARES” Local Advisory Panel Meeting (LAP) at the Canandaigua VA, here the Panel officiated by Amo Houghton presented the proposals that will go forward to Secretary Nicholson and determine the future of the veterans facility.

At that meeting Senator Hillary Clinton a featured speaker at the LAP Hearing spoke out for veterans by calling for the formation of a community committee to insure that veterans needs continue to be addressed as the VA goes forward with the campus development in the future.
In her speech to the panel Senator Clinton said; “As I have said throughout this process, it is critical that a line of communication remain open to ensure that the voices of the veterans’ community are heard. Looking ahead, the premature elimination of the acute in-patient psychiatric beds makes it all the more important for the VA to seek and heed the views of the local community before their final plan for the campus is released. This community deserves to be heard today, tomorrow, and far into the future when it comes to our veterans,” Senator Clinton said following the meeting. “The best way for the VA to keep the line of communication open with the very community they serve is to establish a permanent community advisory panel.”
From the beginning of the VA CARES process, Senator Clinton fought hard against plans to close the facility. Last October, Senator Clinton applauded the fact that all of the options approved by the VA for further consideration maintain a presence on the Canandaigua campus and that options which would have shifted services to other sites were rejected. In February, she expressed her disappointment that the VA went ahead prematurely and executed a decision to complete the phasing out of the eight remaining acute in-patient psychiatric beds.
After the meeting, OFFE National Chairman, Gene Simes presented Senator Clinton with the resolution that veterans are using across the nation to demand that Washington return VA Funding to the status it held for decades within the federal budget. That resolution calls for placing VA Funding on the mandatory side of the budget and remove it from the discretionary side of the budget where it was placed two decades ago.
On April 19th Senator Clinton came aboard the OFFE 2008 Mandatory Funding Crusade Check out the signed copy of the resolution by clicking here
Senator Clinton is the most recent to sign OFFE’s Resolution. To date, our Resolution has been adopted and passed by Senator Charles Schumer, several U.S. northeast cities and townships, including the Mayor of Chicago, Illinois, Richard Daley, the Governor of Oregon, Ted Kulongoski, plus over 500,000 labor union members in New York State. Visit this link to view signed Resolutions –
http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm
 We encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.

Operation Firing For Effect is a Veterans Advocacy Group and a subsidiary of Veterans For Veteran Connection, Inc., a registered 501-3c organization devoted to protecting and improving the benefits and services earned by our former military personnel. 
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POW Network Negatively Targeting PTSD Veterans
April 28th, 2007 
By; Jere Beery
Operation Firing For Effect
www.offe2008.org
  When you finish this article you will be faced with a decision. You will either choose to ignore that this is going on, or you will help find a way to stop it.
One of the most common symptoms associated with combat related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is paranoia, the delusional fear that someone is out to get you. Recent revelations within the nation’s veteran community seem to imply these fears are not all that imaginary.
The Veterans Administration was originally established as a ‘non-adversarial’ agency, and our veterans have always considered the VA as a ‘sanctuary’. Those two words are at the root of this entire article. The VA was a place where a vet down on his luck could get a cup of coffee and a hot meal, or the place a sick vet could count on being treated and cared for without fear of ridicule or unwarranted scrutiny. The vet always knew he/she could find unconditional ‘compassion’, ‘understanding’, and ‘prayer’ within the walls of a VA facility. Any vet could walk through the doors of a VA and know they were safe and not in danger. Well, the VA has apparently changed their ideology and method of operation. 
            There is currently a group of self-appointed “government agents” targeting veterans receiving disability compensation from the VA. Their objective is to locate and prosecute disabled veterans that are receiving VA disability compensation that they are not entitled to. Their main focus is on veterans with a PTSD rating. They claim that the VA healthcare system is being bilked dry by phony PTSD claims. However, they cannot provide data to support their outrageous accusations. They operate with the full support and cooperation of the VA Inspector General’s office and other major law enforcement agencies. According to Chuck and Mary Schantag of Skidmore, Missouri and owners of the POW Network (www.pownetwork.org), they have friends within the VA and DOD that will provide them with any personal information on a veteran they are investigating. In a recent email forwarded to my office, Mary Schantag wrote; “YES we continue to turn phonies and frauds and goldiggers into the VA IG and the FBI and law enforcement on a daily basis with a great team and huge support”. (Editor’s Note: All misspelling, capitalization, and sentence structure are the results of a direct quote via email.) In another email, POW Network associate and group member Mr. Gary Assell of Montgomery, Illinois and owner of Viper’s Web Page made this statement to justify their operations; “All disabled veterans are NOT the targets, only those who have obtained benefits through fraud and misrepresentation, which is punishable under Title 38 USC. It is a proven fact that veterans who have fraudulently received benefits or medical care through fraud or misrepresentation HAVE cost the VA millions of dollars”.
            This is not the first time we have heard of the POW Network and their questionable operations. Exactly one year ago, this same group harassed Mr. Gene Simes and myself and even boasted of acquiring our Social Security numbers without our consent. In an email exchange the Schantags made this statement; “We cannot afford to have some “friends” compromised as they search through files for the truth on this. And we meet with the VA IG Friday……” Mr. Simes and I filed a complaint with the VA Inspector General’s office and a formal investigation was launched. The investigation concluded the Schantags committed no crime, the case was dropped, and they continue their questionable relationship as informants with the VA IG today. The most notable and curious fact about our first encounter with the POW Network was Mr. Simes and I called our complaint into the VA Inspector Generals Office on May 1, 2006. On May 3, 2006 the Department of Veterans Affairs “announced they had lost a computer containing personal information on 26.5 million veterans (including Social Security numbers)…”
            Another Key associate of the POW Network group is a former Navy SEAL with 27 years in the service. Captain Larry Bailey of Chocowinity, North Carolina is probably best known for his association with the book; ‘Stolen Valor’, which was about veterans claiming military service or awards they were not entitled to. The Stolen Valor book spawned a rash of individuals subscribing to the theory that many of our veterans were frauds and the budget short-falls the VA was experiencing was due to phony veterans within the VA system. In a recent email sent to my office by Larry Bailey, he stated; “far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency another nickel.  I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rat hole.” In another email Bailey said; “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do. And I have two good friends who are doing just that, saying that “I might as well get mine,” or words to that effect.  One of them even encourages me to get some myself.  It makes me sick.  That is what I was trying to explain to Jere Beery; he clearly didn’t want to hear that.” This author wonders if Mr. Bailey has exposed these two “close friends” as frauds on the POW Network website, or has he remained silent while these individuals continue to supposedly defraud the VA. A third possibility is that Mr. Bailey is exaggerating these claims in order to support his own position. Only Mr. Bailey can be entirely certain as to the truth in this matter.
            These statements combined with the many complaints I receive from veterans stating they had been wrongly harassed, intimidated and publicly humiliated by the POW Network, paints a very ugly picture. Many veterans think the Schantags are using the sacred ‘Prisoner of War Movement’ to hide more sinister activities. Although the POW Network was originally established to address issues concerning the accounting of Prisoners of War and Missing in action, their objectives now have taken a very vile turn. They now apparently think they are a law enforcement arm for the entire veteran community.  There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition (such as PTSD) which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. In this writer’s opinion, after many years of involvement in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to cast unwarranted blame on them, or to question any medical condition they may have which is recognized and diagnosed by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues are involved. The veteran community does not need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of informants.
 It is unknown if the Schantags or anyone else in the group receives anything in return from the VA for the veterans they turn in. However, they do receive donations and endorsements from private sources and a number of veteran service organizations. They have also reaped the rewards of their notoriety in connection with Stolen Valor. Unfortunately, their exploits now are causing mistrust within the veteran community and unnecessary pain and grief to veterans and their families.
Over the next few weeks ‘Operation Firing For Effect’ will be asking the hard questions of the VA, FBI, and several veteran service organizations. We want to know if they can verify that there is in fact a large number of frauds enrolled in the VA healthcare system, and if they condone, or participate in the ‘predatory’ tactics used by the POW Network. To date, we have spoken with 3 national veteran service organizations headquartered in Washington, DC; the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the Blinded Veterans Association, and the American Legion. All three stated they do not scrutinize the disability ratings of their membership, and they have no data to support the VA has experienced a high percentage of bogus disability claims. 
If it is true that the VA has become so corrupt and inept that they are incapable of administering the rules and regulations governing the distribution of disability compensation, and that this has resulted in hundreds of thousands of disabled veterans receiving compensation that they are not entitled to, the American public has the right to know this as soon as humanly possible.
There are currently an estimated 12 to 15 million illegal aliens in this country taking advantage of our system and its benefits. One might think if the POW Network were truly concerned about exposing fraud on a large scale, they would devote their efforts towards a real threat to our country. The Schantags claim “They Support Our Troops’ on one hand, and then turn around and suggest a large number of them are frauds? The support we give our men and women in uniform must be unconditional. The disabled veterans that fall under the control of the VA are National Treasures and should be protected the same as ‘hallowed ground’. Remember the word ‘sanctuary’? If the VA is involved in ANY way in the current campaign to ‘shake down’ the disabled veterans of this country, they have totally lost sight of their mission and should be held accountable by the American people. If the VA is encouraging civilian ‘bounty hunters’ to find veterans that may not deserve all they are receiving, they are no longer ‘non-adversarial’, they are ‘predators’. This violation of our veteran’s trust would not look good on a recruiting poster.
Ask yourself these questions; Have we become so callus and bitter as a Nation that we feel the need to look for ways to discredit our veterans? What training or certification does the POW Network have that allows them to involve themselves in the ‘personal’ medical issues of a veteran? With the current URGENT needs of our most recent disabled veterans returning home from Afghanistan and Iraq is this ‘witch hunt mentality’ really helping the situation, or hurting? Does it really matter to the majority of Americans if a few boarder-line PTSD cases filed by ‘Verified Former Military Personnel’ fall through the cracks? Is it really worth the risk of targeting the wrong veteran with false accusations and triggering a tragedy? And finally, what does any of this have to do with accounting for our Prisoners of War or Missing in Action?
It is not the intent of this article to imply fraud is acceptable under any circumstances. And this article is not intended to protect the fraudulent from exposure and/or prosecution. However, PTSD is a very sensitive medical condition that is better left to the medical professionals to diagnose and treat, not the POW Network. There is very little doubt in my mind that the number of fraud cases within the Social Security Administration, Medicare, and Food Stamp program far exceed any possible number of cases within the VA.       
If this article has upset you and you feel compelled to stop this unwarranted attack on our disabled veterans, contact your local media and ask them to investigate this story. Remember; if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change. If you love your freedom, thank a vet!
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Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent?
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Federal Protection of Veteran’s Disability Compensation Non-existent? 

According to free lance writer Jim Strickland, many Vets are under the mistaken impression that their disability is protected and it isn’t. Strickland is probably best known for his contributions to www.VAwatchdog.org, a grassroots veteran’s advocatory group headed up by Larry Scott.  

In a recent email exchange between Jim Strickland and a group of disabled veterans going through divorce, Strickland provided his interpretation of the law. ” U.S. Code, Title 38, §5301(a), which states in part: Nonassignability and exempt status of benefits Payments of benefits due or to become due under any law administered by the Secretary shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law, and such payments made to, or on account of, a beneficiary shall be exempt from taxation, shall be exempt from the claim of creditors, and shall not be liable to attachment, levy, or seizure by or under any legal or equitable process whatever, either before or after receipt by the beneficiary.” The catch phrase here is of course, “shall not be assignable except to the extent specifically authorized by law” and that’s where the rule has a loophole. VA disability compensation is not protected,”  Strickland wrote. 

Long time veteran’s rights advocate Jere Beery of Jefferson Ohio takes issue with Strickland’s statements. “The problem here is enforcement of USC, Title 38. §5301(a). The federal Code is very clearly worded and extremely focused on the protection of veterans’ entitlements from 3rd party awards. There is no federal law that relinquishes control of veteran’s disability compensation over to state judges. To say there is a ‘loophole’ in the law that makes it ‘OK’ to ignore the entire law is the most asinine logic I have ever heard,” Beery stated. “The Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs is the only person that can attach to veteran’s benefits. These state judges are over-stepping their authority and illegally striping veterans of their earned entitlements, and no one is doing a damn thing about it,” Beery added 

In another email Strickland accuses Beery of being upset over his personal divorce ruling. “I’m seeing the big picture now. It took me a while. You’re just a pissed off guy, right? Pissed at the ex, pissed at this judge, now you’re pissed at me for some reason. Everyone else is wrong, you’re always the one who sees the truth,” Strickland wrote.  

Jere Beery said he thinks this attitude is at the root of a much bigger problem. “Unfortunately, many uninformed Americans think like Mr. Strickland does. For some unknown reason people like Strickland wrongly conclude veteran’s disability compensation is a divisible asset. In their minds, 5301(a) does not exist in the first place, because it protects nothing. That is a very sad reality, because I really think Congress was attempting to protect veterans’ benefits,” Beery told the FBN.   

At one point in the email exchange Jere Beery suggested Strickland take a trip to Walter Reed Hospital and tell the troops recovering there that their disability benefits were not protected. “I’m not sure why you would think that’s my responsibility? I worked there once, doubt you’ve ever been. I tell you a truth about the system you don’t want to hear and suddenly all the wounded at WRH are my responsibility? I doubt it,” Strickland replied. 

In a related story, Calvin Murphy’s case has been postponed indefinitely. 
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Open Letter to All ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Supporters
 

April 8, 2007,
 

Many people have written to me in response to the GOE situation. I have been asked to publicly summarize my primary objections to Mr. Larry Bailey and to give the reasons I object to his leadership of the GOE.
 

Here is a quote from a web site titled; ‘Lie Detectors’. (www.pownetwork.org)
“Larry Bailey, Chuck and Mary Schantag, Steve Waterman and others are on a nationwide mission to expose those who exaggerate or falsely claim military service”.
This group of proud Americans has a history of exposing veterans who lie about their military service or awards. They draw their ‘credibility’ from the book ‘Stolen Valor’, by Glenna Whitley and B.G. Burkett. In recent years they have successfully exposed a number of frauds, and their investigations have led to the arrest of a number of fake veterans. These honorable intentions led to the passage of ‘The Stolen Valor Act of 2005’, which makes falsifying of military service a federal crime punishable by imprisonment.  
 I think everyone can appreciate the efforts made by these Great Americans to protect the ‘Valor’ of honorable service and insure that truth prevails. And with their help, laws were established to deal with frauds in the future. 
 However, apparently, Mr. Bailey and his associates have expanded their mission objectives. Now, disabled veterans are the new targets. According to Bailey, the VA is overrun with bogus veterans collecting compensation, especially for PTSD. Bailey claims that these veterans are bilking the VA out of millions and millions of dollars. Bailey and his team of experts are now on a mission to shake down any veteran receiving a PTSD rating from the VA. In fact, according to Bailey associates, Chuck and Mary Schantags, they turn in veterans ‘they’ suspect of collecting benefits they don’t deserve to the VAIG on a regular basis.
 Now I don’t know what kind of pleasure Mr. Bailey’s group gets out of busting veterans, but he is overstepping the intent of Stolen Valor and good taste by targeting disabled veterans in this manner. There is a VERY big difference between a person that illegally claims military awards they are not entitled to, and a sick veteran suffering from a medical condition which has suicidal tenancies associated with it. 
 In my opinion, the ‘Stolen Valor’ movement has become very misguided and is the single most damning factor facing any attempts to unite this country’s former military personnel. In a time when our veterans should be coming together as one voice, Mr. Bailey is turning veterans into the VA for prosecution. And they are being haled as Heroes by some for doing so. Pitting veterans against veterans does nothing to unite them, and targeting sick veterans for shake-down is repulsive and disgraceful. I really don’t believe GOE founder, Colonel Harry Riley would condone trashing fellow disabled veterans in this manner. In fact, has anyone received a letter from Colonel Riley endorsing Larry Bailey’s leadership and views? No? 
 Right now is probably the most important time in recent history for our former military personnel. For the first time in decades veterans have shown a willingness to come together and unite on issues of importance to them and their families. Our veterans have a real chance to influence the upcoming 2008 elections with their voices and votes. The large number of Eagles that were in DC on March 17th proved that fact. The question is; where does the GOE go from here? Does GOE devote their resources to representing the best interest of our veterans as a whole, or do we allow GOE to single out and attack the credibility of our disabled veterans? Along way from just standing around protecting monuments, ain’t it?  
 Let me make my position perfectly clear. In my opinion, after many years involved in veteran’s affairs, it is not in the best interest of our disabled veterans to focus unwarranted attention on them, or to question any medical condition they may have and which is recognized by the VA. Especially when sensitive emotional and mental issues (such as PTSD) are involved. The veteran community doesn’t need this ridicule, scrutiny, or intimidation by any one, much  less a self-appointed group of elitist.
 Now, if you wish to give your support and money to Larry Bailey and the ‘new’ GOE, and you subscribe to the theory that a significant number of our country’s veterans are frauds, go right ahead. But, at least you now know what your money is going to support.
 

Just ask yourself one question; How can anyone claim they totally support our troops in one breath, and arbitrarily accuse a large number of our former military personnel of being frauds in another?
  In closing, National Chairman, Operation For Effect, Gene Simes has invited Mr. Bailey to discuss this issue on his radio program next Tuesday evening. Mr. Bailey has declined Mr. Sime’s invitation. However, if you are interested in this topic, call into the program and express your feelings about this issue. 877-213-4329. You can listen live on your computer at this link. www.stardustradio.com  9pm, (EST), Tuesday, 4/10/07.
 Jere Beery
Public Relations Director
Operation Firing For Effect
WWW.OFFE2008.ORG
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Why we need Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare

 

March 29, 2007
 Many people are confused about what full funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs really means. Below you will find 8 very good examples of why full mandatory funding of the VA healthcare system is essential. Merely visit the links included to view substantial documentation.
 

· On August 22, 1986, the VAMC in Atlanta Georgia released a Memorandum changing their procedures for self injections for diabetic insulin users. The change in policy was as follows; “Effective for new prescriptions written after September 2, 1986, you should use each disposable insulin syringe two times before throwing it away”. The only possible reason for this new policy was budgetary. This change in procedure was a blatant attempt to cut the year’s insulin syringe budget in half. Apparently, the VA needed funds elsewhere, and decided this very questionable and risky injection procedure was a good idea. Well known Georgia veterans rights advocate Jere Beery led a successful public campaign to have this unsafe practice stopped immediately. This one small example illustrates how budget restraints affect the quality of healthcare our veterans receive. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans would never be asked to use a dirty syringe again. 
Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va-syringe-useage.htm 

· Although the telephone has been around for well over a century, it wasn’t until 1996 that all VA hospitals nationwide were equipped with bedside telephones. Up until that time, unless you could make it to the pay phone down the hall, patients made no calls, much less receive any.  In 1995, Mr. Francis Dosio of PT Phone Home and the Communication Workers of America Union took up the concept veterans activist Jere Beery had started several years earlier and launched a nationwide project to install bedside phones in every VA hospital in the country. All of the labor and equipment was donated but the story was not publicized. The VA didn’t have to pay one dine for the bedside phone project as all of the funds were donated from the private sector. Mandatory full funding would insure that our veterans do not have to depend on charity for the most basic amenities and services. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/bedside_telephones_in_va_hospita.htm 

· In 1998, the VAMC in Atlanta attempted to implement parking fees for all veterans visiting the facility. Vietnam combat veteran Jere Beery openly challenged the parking plan and stimulated public outrage which halted the idea before it was enforced. But once again, we see desperation by the VA to find funds while passing the cost onto our veterans. Mandatory full funding would guarantee that our veterans are never again ask to pay to access the healthcare services they have earned. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/va%20parking%201.htm 

· In 2006, two veterans died after they were refused entrance and lifesaving treatment at the VA hospital in Spokane Washington. The reason; they arrived after the emergency room had closed. Mandatory full funding would insure that all VA hospitals with a pre-existing emergency room could maintain 24/7 emergency services for critically ill veterans. 

Documentation; http://jerebeery.com/offe_extremely_concerned_about_d.htm 

· In 1978, travel reimbursement for veterans traveling to a VA hospital for a scheduled appointment was 11 cents per mile, which was when gas was 49 cents a gallon. This reimbursement amount has remained unchanged for 29 years. In this case, Mandatory full funding would provide the funds to increase this allowance and allow for the payment of travel pay to fluctuate with the rising cost of fuel. 

· Currently, the VA has a backlog of over 90,000 claims waiting processing. Many veterans are required to wait well over a year for their VA rating decision. Under-staffing is the primary reason for these delays. Mandatory funding would make it possible for the VA to hire additional staff to process and expedite claims.  

· Low wages offered by the VA make it very difficult to entice and retain high quality medical professionals. Doctors, nurses, dentist, psychiatrist, counselors, and nutritionist all make significantly more money in the private sector. Mandatory funding would allow for increases in salaries which would attract more medical professionals into the VA healthcare system.    

· Mandatory funding would also insure that future medical research done by the VA would not be restricted by budget constraints. 

These are just 8 examples of why we need full funding of the VA. There are many more examples just like these. I hope this report convinces you to support full mandatory funding for the VA healthcare system. I encourage you to visit our web site, http://offe2008.org/public_html/resolution.htm, print out our resolution, sign it and send it to; Operation Firing For Effect, P.O. Box 77303, Rochester, NY 14617. Remember, if you do nothing, you can expect nothing to change.
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Gathering of Eagles
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 How do you feel about this issue? 

New Chairman of ‘Gathering of Eagles’ Opposes Mandatory Funding for Veteran’s Healthcare
 The ‘Gathering of Eagles’ is a newly formed group comprised mostly of veterans and their supporters, and originally founded by Colonel Harry Riley, USA(Ret.). On March 17th of this year the group organized an estimated 30,000 demonstrators on the Mall in DC. Their objective was to protect the monuments and memorials from possible vandalism by a group of anti-war demonstrators rallying on the same day. At the DC event Operation Firing For Effect was included in the GOE program, and the event founder Colonel Harry Riley warmly welcomed OFFE personnel and their resolution supporting mandatory funding of veteran’s healthcare. However, immediately after the rally Colonel Riley stepped down as GOE group leader and Mr. Larry Bailey took his place. After that, things took an ugly turn and the GOE leadership did a 180 degree about face on the mandatory funding issue.
 In a heated email exchange between OFFE Public Relations Director, Jere Beery and GOE’s new Chairman, Mr. Bailey adamantly opposed OFFE’s resolution for mandatory funding. Bailey himself stated; “Far too many veterans and phonies are bilking the VA out of hundreds of millions of dollars, and Congress will not allow the VA to do the investigation that is necessary to stop the fraud.  Unless and until the fraudulent VA claimants are ferreted out and dealt with, I will not lend ANY support to any effort to give that corrupt agency (VA) another nickel.”  He added, “I am surprised that you would advocate pumping billions more down that bureaucratic rathole.” In yet another email he said, “Thank God that I don’t have to depend on VA for assistance I really need, and I don’t rip them off for false PTSD like a LOT of people do.” 
 

It is unclear if Larry Bailey was speaking on behalf of GOE, or just himself, but these comments have infuriated many potential GOE supporters within the veteran community. Diehard GOE supporters have now launched a name calling campaign against OFFE’s Gene Simes and Jere Beery, and to date no one with the GOE has denounced Bailey’s harsh criticism of our former military personnel.
 As the result of this disagreement OFFE and GOE have broken off all communications. Mr. Bailey has directed OFFE not to refer to GOE in any way, shape, or fashion in the future, which means he no longer wants support from OFFE. Judging from the feedback OFFE has received, many people find Bailey’s comments extremely offensive and callus, and far from what one would expect from the leader of a veteran’s organization.
  Bailey claims that Beery released his email comments without his permission.
  Colonel Harry Riley signed Operation Firing For Effect mandatory funding resolution and it will be posted on the OFFE web site soon.
 [NOTE: The Gathering of Eagles rally in DC was a combined effort of many within the veteran’s community nationwide. In addition to participating in the DC program, Operation Firing For Effect donated several hours of free radio airtime to promoting the GOE event, and also publicly solicited donations for the project.]
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OFFE Looks at Ways to Assist Veterans with Military Honors
  December 19, 2006
 Operation Firing For Effect (OFFE) is developing a simple cost-effective solution that will aid family members of a deceased veteran who are unable to acquire military honors. Some estimates put the number of WWII veterans dying at over one thousand-a-day, 300,000 a month. These great Americans were extremely proud of their military service and carried that pride with them throughout their lives. Most veterans feel their service to their country is the most significant thing that they have accomplished in life. According to Congressional legislation, all honorably discharged veterans have the right to the presence of two active duty personnel at their funeral to fold and present the American flag to surviving family members. Over the decades, funding and personnel shortages has made it next to impossible for a family to receive military honors at their loved one’s funeral. These facts combined with base closures are yet another promised benefit that is being denied. Some national veterans service organizations (i.e., VFW, DAV, American Legion) have organized local Honor Guard details and will provide military-type honors for deceased veterans if requested. However, it is impossible for these NVSOs to respect the last wishes of all fallen veterans. There are also civilian organizations like ‘Bugles Across America’ which provide volunteer buglers to play TAPS at a veteran’s farewell service at no charge. Even with this heartfelt gesture of respect and goodwill, we continue to fall short of our pledge to Honor our Hero’s last wishes. www.buglesacrossamerica.org  
 OFFE National Chairman Gene Simes told the FBN they are exploring ways to minimize this problem by providing military honors for deceased veterans. “It is logistically impossible to provide active duty personnel at every veteran’s funeral that deserves such honors. However, it would be very simple to provide military honors on a CD for any deceased veteran,” Simes said.   

Simes described the CD concept this way; “We are proposing the production of an audio CD specifically for families of deceased veterans. The CD would contain a rendition of TAPS and all five service songs and military hymns (i.e., The Navy Hymn, Marine Corp Hymn). All of the music would be preformed by active duty military bands. The CD would be distributed to funeral homes nationwide and given free to any family requesting it,” Simes said.  “With this CD, family members could play honors at their veteran’s grave site, anywhere, anytime, and as many times as they wish. Some families may wish to play the CD at the grave site on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, or any special occasion. In our opinion, this CD needs to be produced and certified by the Department of Defense. This way the honors are coming directly from the U.S. Government,” Simes added. Jere Beery is the OFFE Public Relations Director. “Our objective is to publicly introduce new ways to service our former military personnel and their families. We are counting on the American people to insist that their elected official include these ideas in their agendas,” Beery said. “That is what ‘firing for effect’ means, we are ‘firing for effect’ with our voices, votes, and ideas,” Beery added.  Both Simes and Beery feel it is essential to the future survival to our all volunteer military that ‘veterans affairs’ be addressed by the 2008 political candidates during their current campaigns.
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Welcome To The New ‘THINK TANK’ Blog Site
April 14th, 2007 
‘The Think Tank’ is a place to share your views and experiences in matters of importance to our former military personnel and their families. We invite you to participate in our Blog. 

This effort is dedicated to our men and women in uniform whom serve honorably and loyally during not only war time, past and present - but humanitarian efforts, natural disaster relief, peace keeping, and even in Peacetime.

You will find our list of talking points to the right. >>> 
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