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This referendum for full funding of veterans to go on the Feb 2008
ballot is being sponsored by Commissioner Anthony J. Peraica (R), the
primary resolution was the one that was originally passed on Sept 7,
2006, also sponsored by Commissioner Peraica. 
 
Commissioner Suffredin (D) has put together presentation on veterans’
programs that the County currently offers.
 
 County Board to highlight veterans’ programs
 
Board committee to hear presentation on veterans’ programs and consider
 referendum for full funding of veterans’ benefits
 
The Cook County Board of Commissioners will hold a hearing to highlight
 the needs of and resources available to veterans at 1:00pm on Tuesday,
 June 19, 2007.  
 
At a meeting of the Committee on Legislation, Intergovernmental and
Veterans Relations, commissioners will consider placing an advisory
referendum on the February 5, 2008 Primary Election ballot calling for
the full funding of healthcare and related services for all honorably discharged veterans.

Suggested text for ballot; “Shall the federal government be required to adopt mandatory funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the purpose of ensuring that all eligible honorably discharged U.S. veterans receive quality and accessible healthcare and services?” 
 
“The fact that we are calling our young men and women into our country’s
service but not supporting them when they return home is unacceptable,”
said Commissioner Larry Suffredin, who chairs the Committee and is the
Board’s sole military veteran.  “This measure gives the residents of
Cook County the opportunity to express their strong support for our
veterans.”
 
This action is part of a nation-wide effort to bring attention to the
lack of support for veterans programs.  More information is available at
 www.offe2008.org.  
 
In addition, commissioners will hear a presentation from Richard
Morbidoni, the Superintendent of the Cook County Commission on Veterans
Assistance, explaining what resources are available and what outreach
efforts are provided to veterans in Cook County. 

“The needs of the increasing number of veterans are being met with fewer
and fewer funds,” said Commissioner Larry Suffredin.  “We must ensure
that Cook County’s veterans know of the resources that are available to
them.”


