PRESS RELEASE

August 27, 2008





Veteran’s Corner

By Terry Richards

Vietnam Era Veteran Retired-Disabled & Veterans Rights Advocate since 1990
Copyright ( 2008 by Terry Richards. 
All Rights Reserved.

Website:  http://vfvs.com/VeteransCorner.html
E-mail:  vetsjustice@yahoo.com
THE MESSAGE HEARD BY VETERANS 

AROUND THE WORLD…
Find out “how one person can make a difference,” even if it’s by accident…  Plus find out one of the reasons that the VA’s enrolled patient population surged from 2.9 million in 1996 

to 6.8 million in 2003, which was a 3.9 million or 134-percent increase.
INTRODUCTION

The story you are about to read has never been published.  My reason for not publishing it sooner is because until now I really did not think it was “news-worthy.” However, my critics might have said that its publication was either “ego-driven” or not “news-worthy.”  My critics still might say that now – but now, I really don’t care…  

My only reason for publishing this information now is to give hope to all the Veterans participating in the “grass-roots” Veterans Movement by revealing “how just one person can make a difference,” - even if it was by accident, no less an entire Movement of Veterans…

In October 1997, I had read about a story published in the Veterans Post News, a regional Florida Veterans Newspaper which reported that a survey taken by a California Veterans Advocate Group revealed that only about 10% of Veterans who did not have a service-connected disability knew about the new Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996, which virtually made all Veterans eligible to receive Free or Low Cost VA Medical Care, regardless of whether they had a service-connected disability or not… 

The reason why more Veterans were not made of aware of this new Health Care Act was because the VA failed to widely- advertise or fully-disclose the details of this new Act…  Why the VA failed to do this, I will leave to each Veterans own imagination...  

Anyway, the VA’s lack of action caused me to take action to get this important message out to as many Veterans as possible…  So I came up with the idea to create a Veterans Information and Message Website on the Internet to alert and inform more of America’s Veterans about the new Act… 

My first message titled “Urgent Message to All Veterans” was received by a handful of Veterans and then relayed by E-mail, Telephone, Fax and Regular Mail to hundreds of other Veterans.  What happened after that was beyond my wildest imagination…  

What happened was that there was communication “domino effect” and the handful of Veterans who first received the message turned into tens of thousands and then hundreds of thousands of Veterans…  

Although no mention was ever made from whom this E-mail was started by, the people who donated their time and Website to sponsor My Message advised me that they heard CNN discussing the “domino effect” it had. 

My Message was also published by major Newspaper Media, and Veterans Service Organization Magazines, as well as regional, local, and hometown Newspapers and Magazines…  One of the articles I read said it was published in a Magazine called “Bow & Arrow”…  Another article said it could also be found on the bulletin boards of Churches, Synagogues, Veterans and Fraternal Organizations, and in workplaces nationwide, and in some cases, in foreign countries where American Veterans were known to be located and living.

Because the way the new Health Care Act was written, and subject to interpretation, it appeared that it was requiring all Veterans who were not already enrolled in VA Health Care to enroll by October 01, 1998, or possibly lose their Health Care Benefits forever.  Even a couple of the major Veterans Organizations agreed with my interpretation at first and published it in their Magazines…
My message caused tens of thousands of Veterans nationwide to call the Department of Veterans Affairs in Washington, DC, and their local VA Medical Centers and Veterans Organizations protesting the possible loss of their VA Medical Benefits, and because of this “outcry” by Veterans nationwide, my message compelled the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to then widely advertise, notify, and clarify to America’s 26 million Veterans at that time, the new benefits available under the 

In February of 1998, I created the Veteran’s Free Press Newspaper on the Internet of which I was the Volunteer Managing Edit for 3 ½ years  

I had become disabled in late1998, so I was only able to dedicate about 10 hours a month to the Newspaper. The Website was donated by an Internet provider, and I funded the rest of it which cost me only about $300 a year. No profits were ever made. Imagine what strides I could have made if I had some big money behind me?

Eventually, my original message was relayed to millions of Veterans because the VA’s enrolled patient population surged from 2.9 million in 1996 to 6.8 million in 2003, a 3.9 million or 134-percent increase…
NOW, because of my message, millions of Veterans nationwide, with and without medical insurance, and especially Veterans who do not have a service-connected disability or medical Insurance and who could not afford quality medical care, or who could not afford any medical Care or prescription medication at all, or who could not afford co-payments for medical care or prescription medication, and who might have become extremely ill or died, are receiving free or low cost Medical Care from the VA.

Currently, there is a “grass-roots” Veterans Movement going-on in America with both old and new Veterans Groups with Websites who are sending-out information to Veterans, other Americans, and to Members of Congress and the President via Press Releases on their Websites or by E-mail, Fax, Written Letters, or donated time from Internet Radio Stations and other News Media, etc.  

All of the above efforts being made by Veterans are being made in pursuit to convince Congress and the President to enact legislation for “Mandatory VA Funding” for the Veterans Health Care Administration, among other things…  
The Story below titled The message heard by Veterans around the world was originally published in the VETERAN'S FREE PRESS in March of 1998.  It was written By Terry Richards, Volunteer Managing Editor,

was amended for grammar and some content on August 27, 2008.
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	"Veterans Free Press Article Prompts VA To Clarify New Health Care Eligibility Reform Act To Veterans"... Understanding how Congress gets away each year without fully funding VA Health Care... This is why we need Full Mandatory Funding for VA Health Care...
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VETERAN'S FREE PRESS ARTICLE PROMPTS VA
TO CLARIFY NEW HEALTH CARE ELIGIBILITY REFORM ACT TO VETERANS....!!
By Terry Richards, Volunteer Managing Editor
A St. Petersburg Time’s news article by David Ballingrud on March 25, 1998 describes a "rumor" on the Internet which "prompted thousands of worried calls to VA offices all over the country.  The rumor is that if a Veteran is not enrolled by October 1, 1998, he or she will lose their benefits"....??
 

Although Ballingrud failed to identify the source, it   was a Veteran's Free Press article called "URGENT MESSAGE FOR ALL U.S. VETERANS" that the St. Petersburg Times article was referring to....  
Title 1 of Public Law 104-262 also known as THE VETERAN'S HEALTH CARE REFORM ACT OF 1996 is poorly written, vague, confusing, and wide open for interpretation....
 

The "basis" for the Veteran's Free Press stating that Veterans have a "deadline" of October 1, 1998 to register for health care benefits or be denied medical treatment in the future comes from one of the paragraphs of this new law which states: 
 

"PROHIBITS VA, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 1998, FROM PROVIDING HOSPITAL CARE OR OUTPATIENT SERVICES TO A VETERAN WHO DOES NOT ENROLL IN THE PATIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM, EXCEPT THAT VA IS REQUIRED TO FURNISH A NON-ENROLLED VETERAN WITH CARE (1) FOR SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY AT ANY TIME; (2) FOR ANY DISABILITY OF A VETERAN WHO HAS A SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY OF 50% OR MORE; AND (3) DURING THE VETERAN'S FIRST YEAR AFTER SEPARATION FROM THE SERVICE, FOR A COMPENSATIONAL DISABILITY FOR WHICH THE VETERAN WAS DISCHARGED".
 

Readers....!!  What is your interpretation of this paragraph....????
 

In our interpretation, it says that Veteran's with service-connected disabilities will never have a problem in being provided medical treatment by the VA....  We knew that before this law was passed....!!  
It was Veterans without service-connected disabilities that were either poverty-stricken, homeless, without insurance, Medicare or Medicaid that we were especially concerned about, and the new law is very vague about those Veterans.
 

However, we think (??) we now understand what the VA's convoluted paragraph means....??  
 

The VA wants to provide cost effective health care in a timely manner, with an acceptable level of quality, and in the most clinically appropriate setting possible, and also to limit fraud by non-veterans who in the past have used VA for their medical care, so it is establishing an "enrollment system".
 

So Veterans without service-connected disabilities who have not been enrolled for VA medical care since at least 1996 will have to go through a more scrutinized enrollment procedure than before which also includes a new picture medical I.D. card, and this new procedure becomes effective October 1, 1998, and as long as Veteran's follow this procedure they will be provided medical care.... (????)
I wouldn't take that to the bank quite yet because in Public Law 104-262 there are phrases in several of the paragraphs that read and sound like "loopholes".  You can judge for yourself.  Here they are:
 

"BUT ONLY TO THE EXTENT AND IN THE AMOUNT THAT CONGRESS APPROPRIATES FUNDS TO PROVIDE THE CARE."
 

"BUT ONLY TO THE EXTENT RESOURCES AND FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE."* "WITHIN AVAILABLE APPROPRIATIONS."
 

For those Veterans who want to leave their fate in the hands of Congress sign-off now....
 

For those Veterans who want to make sure Congress appropriates the necessary funds to provide medical care for all Veterans, please click onto CRITICAL MESSAGE TO ALL VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES....66 YEARS LATER....26 MILLION VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES MARCH ON WASHINGTON, DC (ELECTRONICALLY).
 

POST SCRIPT:  Considering that The Veteran's Free Press only started February 22, 1998, we're glad to see that our articles have already prompted the VA to place a special bulletin on their web site www.va.gov called "setting the record straight" in an attempt to "clarify" the new Veterans health care act of 1996.  However, in our opinion, this special bulletin is just as poorly written, vague, confusing, and wide open for interpretation as its original bulletin.
Return to Editorials
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Sincerely,
TERRY RICHARDS
Vietnam Era Veteran
Retired-Disabled
Veterans Rights Advocate
Main Website: www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 66202 - St. Petersburg, FL 33736-6202
Telephone: 727-288-6129 



Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage. 
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