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VA DENYING VETERANS HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY DENTAL TREATMENT 
A story and diary of Criminal Medical Negligence, and inhumane, verbally and emotionally abusive and intimidating language, and disrespectful treatment of Disabled and Elderly Veterans by VA Senior Officials and other VA Employees of Bay Pines, Haley, and Orlando, Florida VA Medical Centers; and their knowingly, intentionally, and maliciously, and with depraved indifference and total disregard for the well-being of Veterans, disobeyed the Public Law on Veterans Benefits for “Emergency Outpatient Dental Treatment” of Veterans.
CRIMINALS IN PRISON ARE GUARANTEED THIS HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY DENTAL CARE…  WHY NOT VETERANS???
STANDARD FOR MEDICAL CARE IN PRISONS – ESTELLE  v.  GAMBLE, 429 U.S. 97, (1976) CASE # 75-929 U.S. SUPREME COURT:  In 1976, the U.S. Supreme Court  established a constitutional standard for inmate health care in Estelle  v.  Gamble (thus granting prison inmate’s medical treatment.  The Court ruled that indifference regarding the serious medical needs of prisoners violates the 8th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution’s prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment.  Inmate offenders have the right to receive necessary dental health care services the Court went on to say…  Then so should Veterans not in prison, right?  Wouldn’t it be “cruel and unusual punishment” to deny a Veteran not in prison this basic human right?  Even Prisoners of War in American Detention Centers are granted medically necessary medical and dental care as is required by the Geneva Convention.  Click or log onto the links below to read about this case.
http://biotech.law.lsu.edu/cases/prisons/estelle_v_gamble.htm
http://www.smallwoodpds.com/company.html
TITLE 38 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS (CFR) IS 

THE PUBLIC LAW FOR VETERANS BENEFITS

Basically, pursuant to 38 CFR 17.160 -17.164, only Veterans who are rated with a100% service-connected disability or rated 100% Total Disability based upon Individual Unemployability (TDIU), or rated with a service-connected dental injury or disability incurred or aggravated in service, and certain Prisoners of War, have “established eligibility” for routine outpatient dental care which includes dental hygiene/cleaning their teeth, root canal surgery, extraction of infected or rotted teeth, and dentures.  Of the estimated 7-million Veterans enrolled in the VA Health Care System, only about 150,000 Veterans are rated at 100 percent.  Even Veterans rated with a service-connected disability from 10%-90% of which there are about 1.5-million are not eligible for routine VA dental care unless they also have a service-connected dental injury.  And, there only about 29,000 Prisoners of War (POW’s).  That leaves over 6-million Veterans enrolled in the VA Health Care System who are “at risk” of being denied Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment when they need it.
However, 38 CFR Section 17.165 – EMERGENCY OUTPATIENT DENTAL TREATMENT (For Veterans), hereinafter referred to as Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment or HEDT states: 
“When outpatient emergency dental care is provided, as a humanitarian service, to
individuals who have no established eligibility for outpatient dental care, the treatment will be restricted to the alleviation of pain or extreme discomfort, or the remediation of a dental condition which is determined to be endangering life or health.  The provision of emergency treatment to persons found ineligible for dental care will not entitle the applicant to further dental treatment.  Individuals provided emergency dental care who have found to be ineligible for such care will be billed.”
WHAT 38 CFR SECTION 17.165 DOES NOT STATE
For the purposes of this story, it is just as important to know what this Regulation does not state…  It does not disqualify Veterans due to their inability to pay for these services, or whether they are eligible or ineligible for County Social Services Emergency Dental Treatment, or whether they were previously denied routine dental care, or if they have had periodontal disease or gingivitis for a long period of time before requesting HEDT, or whether their Diabetes is temporarily under control through diet, or if they need further HEDT in the future for a recurrence or different dental problem causing them severe pain or extreme discomfort or endangering their life or health…
DISABLED PERSIAN GULF-WAR VETERAN LISA MAYNARD

Lisa Maynard, a Disabled Persian Gulf-War Era Veteran who lives in Tampa, Florida is enrolled for VA Medical Care at Haley VA Medical Center in Tampa.  On or about October 17, 2006, Maynard told me she had Diabetes and a weakened Immune System from medications she had been taking and an infection was setting-in from an open and deep Tooth Cavity due to the filling falling-out, and that the infection was playing havoc on her Immune System.  Maynard told me she was in severe pain and discomfort.  Maynard said she went to the Dental Clinic at Haley VA Medical Center in Tampa and explained her medical needs with personnel there, and the fact that she had no income, but VA employees told her she was not eligible for any kind of Dental Care.  Lisa finally had to borrow $150 from a friend but the dentist wanted over $300 for X-rays and to fill the Cavity.  So Maynard had to virtually beg the Dentist to do it for $150, and he did…  
Also noteworthy is the fact that until Maynard was referred to me a by a mutual acquaintance about 2-years ago, nobody at the VA told her that as a War-Time Veteran like herself that she was eligible for a Non-Service Connected Disability Pension which at the time paid about $881 per month.  
Since being denied Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment by the VA, Maynard has been retroactively awarded both the Non-Service Connected Pension and Social Security Disability Insurance.
DISABLED AND ELDERLY KOREAN WAR VETERAN JIM TAYLOR

According to Decorated 76 year old Korean War Veteran Jim Taylor of Clearwater, Florida, he had incurred some dental injury and had dental work performed on him while in service, and a letter from the VA written in about 1955 which establishes his eligibility for VA dental care.  In about 1999, while living in Orlando, Florida, Taylor’s dental plates became loose which not only made it difficult for him to eat but also caused him pain and discomfort.  But when Taylor went to the Orlando VA Medical Center Dental Clinic, Taylor was turned away and was told he was not eligible for any kind VA dental care.  
In 2002, after Taylor moved to Clearwater, Florida, Taylor tried again.  This time it was at the VA Dental Clinic at Bay Pines VA Medical Center in St. Petersburg, Florida.  Taylor said he called the Dental Clinic and spoke to a woman who said she was in-charge.  Taylor said he advised this VA employee in-charge about his dental problems and the fact that he had a letter from the VA establishing his eligibility, but Taylor said that this VA employee was very intimidating, verbally abusive, rude, nasty, and disrespectful to him and tried to convince Taylor by intimidation, rudeness and disrespect that he was not eligible for VA dental care.  
So Taylor brought in his VA letter of eligibility to this VA employee and showed it to her, but she still argued with Taylor about him not being eligible.  Taylor said she finally gave-in and got him scheduled for the needed dental work but only because he stood-his-ground Taylor said.
Further investigation by this Writer and/or the VA Inspector General and/or other VA Officials and/or a Congressional and Criminal investigation of this matter will likely reveal the name of this VA employee, as Taylor has forgotten her name but said he could still identify her in-person.  However, there might be a clue as to the identity of this Bay Pines VA Dental Clinic employee in the next story set forth below?  Taylor further stated that after the Dental Clinic extracted eight (8) of his teeth, they told him that he would have to wait a month or so to let his gums heal before they would be able to insert his new Dentures.  After 3 or 4 months went by, Taylor said he was losing weight because he could not eat any solid foods and the weight loss was affecting his health.  So Taylor had to once again get verbally tough and stand-his-ground to finally get his new Dentures.  
See what else Jim had to fight for by clicking or logging onto the link below.
http://vfvs.com/pdffiles/Vet_Jim_Taylor_Story_full_version.doc
DISABLED VIETNAM ERA VETERAN TERRY RICHARDS
On October 11, 2006, Terry Richards (this Writer), a Disabled Vietnam Era Veteran reported to the emergency room at Bay Pines VA Medical Center for pain and suffering from swollen gums believed to be from an infected tooth.  After waiting two hours I was referred to my VA primary care Doctor Maria C. Ragasa, M.D.  
A few minutes later, I arrived at the Lakeside Clinic where Ragasa is located and checked-in.  Shortly afterwards, Barbara Daigle, a Nurse of unknown Nursing title called my name and then came over to me.  Furnished only with a computerized electronic Medical Record (EMR) from the emergency room describing only what I thought was wrong me,  and without performing any kind of medical examination on me, Daigle advised me that I was not eligible for any kind of Dental Care and gave me a list of Universities and Technical Schools in the Tampa Bay area who offered discounted Dentistry.  I told her I could not afford to get private emergency Dental Care and then showed her a copy of 38 CFR Section 17.165 revealing that Veterans who are not normally eligible for Routine Dental Care qualify for Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment.  Daigle refused to listen or acknowledge the Regulation, and said Ragasa would be with me shortly.  
A few minutes later I was called by Regasa, and after examining me, Ragasa assessed and diagnosed me as having:

“Recurrent periodontal disease, infected, dental care is Pev VK 500 Qid x 10 days (10-
day supply of Penicillin), patient advised to have teeth extracted, otherwise he will get recurrent infections, may not be easy to control due to diabetes.”
Quoting 38 CFR Section 17.165 to Ragasa, I asked Ragasa to refer me to the Dental Clinic for extraction of the tooth by making a computerized “consult” or phone the Dental Clinic as I could not afford a private Dentist.  Ragasa advised me that this was not her job and I had to go to the Eligibility Office to get referred to the Dental Clinic.  
After being released by Ragasa, I went to the Eligibility Office as directed by Ragasa.  The Eligibility Office advised me that Ragasa was the one required to make said “consult” to the Dental Clinic.

On October 12, 2006, believing I was getting “the run-a-round” about who is suppose to send the consult I wrote and faxed letter to Wallace M. Hopkins, VA Health Care Systems Director of Bay Pines VA Medical Center apprising him of Regasa’s diagnoses and requesting Hopkins that he immediately authorize Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment as is provided by 38 CFR Section 17.165.

On October 13, 2006, I had a scheduled appointment with my VA Psychiatrist Doctor Clint W. Anthony, M.D.  I apprised Anthony of my dental pain and discomfort and the fact that I could hardly “think” because of the pain and discomfort.  Anthony included my comments in my Electronic Medical Notes as follows in pertinent part:

“Patient is a 57 year old single male who described how he has been doing lately as sick.  I 
have a real bad infection in my tooth.  Feels he does not have the money for a private dentist to pull it.  Feels VA should care for the tooth since it will adversely affect his diabetes; feel infection is interfering with thinking and clarity of thought and has made eating more difficult.  Has letter of request in to hospital director.”
Before leaving, Anthony asked me if there is anything he could do to let him know.  I replied to Anthony that he make a call to Hopkins asking him to immediately authorize HEDT for me.  It is unknown to me at this time if Anthony made that call or if he had any other discourse with Hopkins concerning this matter.

On October 16, 2006, I returned to Ragasa for my scheduled yearly physical and follow-up of my dental condition.  Although my gums were getting better but I was still feeling extreme pain and discomfort from the infected tooth itself.  I advised Ragasa that the Eligibility Office had advised me that the responsibility for sending a consult to the Dental Clinic was that of the Primary Care Physician.  Ragasa still declined to send the consult to the Dental Clinic so that I could receive Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment.
Later in the day on October 16, 2006, with Regasa still declining to send a consult to the dental clinic, and with no response from Hopkins, I wrote and faxed a letter to R. James Nicholson, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in Washington, DC apprising him of my pain and suffering and life or health threat from said dental condition and also faxed a copy of this letter to Hopkins.

On October 17, and 18, 2006, still having not heard from Hopkins or anyone from his Office or any other VA Officials, I once again faxed letters to Hopkins asking him again to immediately authorize HEDT for me.

On October 20, 2006, still having not heard from Hopkins or anyone from his Office or any other VA Officials, I faxed the VA Inspector General’s Office “hotline” apprising them of the fact that Hopkins nor anyone else from his office has responded to my plea for Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment, and that I wanted to file Criminal Medical Neglect charges against Hopkins, and I faxed a copy of this letter to Hopkins

On October 22, 2006, still having not heard from Hopkins or anyone from his Office or any other VA Officials, I faxed 2-letters to Hopkins advising him that it was no going on 2-weeks since I first wrote him on October 12, 2006, and that he authorize said Emergency Dental Treatment.  I also asked him how long was he going to make me suffer with pain and discomfort?  I apprised him that I was only able to eat soft foods because I could not chew.  I asked him how much longer must I endure pain and discomfort?  I apprised him that Prisoners in jails are guaranteed HEDT.  I apprised him of the fact that the VA will spend $50,000 or more for open heart surgery and other medical operations but they don’t want to spend a few hundred dollars to remediate my dental infections endangering my immune system and Diabetes, virtually my life and health?  I asked him:
“Do I need to go to jail in order to get the Emergency Dental Care I need”?  And that “it’s no
wonder America cannot any longer recruit enough volunteers for its Armed Forces.”
And I also once again asked Hopkins to immediate authorize HEDT.
MEET DOCTOR JOHN T. HUMMER, PHD., MY VA PSYCHOLOGIST, AND TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THE ONLY ONE OF MY REGULAR VA DOCTORS THAT TOOK ACTION ON MY BEHALF IN AN EFFORT TO GET ME APPROVED FOR 
HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY DENTAL TREATMENT
On October 23, 2006, still having not heard from Hopkins or anyone from his Office or any other VA Officials desperate for relief from my dental condition, I wrote and faxed my VA Psychologist Doctor John T. Hummer, PhD, asking Hummer for help with getting HEDT from the VA.  I sent Hummer copies of faxes I sent to Hopkins.  Hummer sent the following consult to the Dental Clinic and also copied it to Ragasa and the Patient Advocate Office as follows in pertinent part:

“Received telephone call from Terry whom writer has followed for pain management and
psychological management for the past 3 years.  He presented as very frustrated that he is unable to obtain dental assistance.”
“Terry has periodontal disease, and reports a broken and decaying tooth.  He has been treated 
for acute infections by his PCP (Primary Care Physician) Doctor Ragasa.  He states that an infection has recurred, swelling has recurred, and he reports a high level of pain and discomfort.  Writer contacted Mrs. Defalco Patient Advocate and Dr. Ragasa.  Mrs. Defalco informed writer that an emergency consultation would have to be initiated by the PCP in order for dental service to evaluate for tooth/teeth extraction.  Ragasa indicated his diabetic condition is well-controlled.  Writer was re-contacted by Terry, who indicated that the periodontal disease infection which did respond previously to penicillin has recurred again and is causing him a very high level of pain at the present time.  There are no free or sliding scale clinics, and all appear to be beyond Veteran’s financial means.”
“Writer would support Veteran’s request on both mental health and humanitarian grounds.  
Terry has a history of Major Depressive Disorder and PTSD.  Over the past 2 years as Terry’s health problems have worsened and he has developed a progressive degenerative neuromuscular disease, as well as liver dysfunction that may have been caused or exacerbated by polypharmacy side effects.”  He reports difficulty obtaining balanced nutrition because it hurts for him to chew, and he limits his diet to soft and liquid food, e.g. oatmeal, bananas, and soup.  HE IS SEEKING HELP IN DESPERATION.
MEET MARY LOU “THE HAMMER” JOHNSON, 

Administrative Officer of the Bay Pines VA Dental Clinic, and one of the VA’s “hammer-persons” trained to convince Veterans by rudeness, disrespect, verbal and emotional abuse, and intimidation that they’re not eligible for Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment, when in fact they are entitled.

On October 24, 2006, I wrote and faxed a letter to Hopkins that:

“At about 12:20 p.m., this day, that instead of calling me, someone from the
Dental Clinic called my emergency contact one Sally Gillogly.  They advised Gillogly that they were trying to get in touch with me because they had a couple of openings at the Dental Clinic tomorrow and wanted to know if I could make one of them.  They told Gillogly for me to call 727-398-9359 and to ask for Mary Lou Johnson or Cookie.  At about 12:23 p.m. this dame day, Gillogly left that message on my home voice-mail.  I got home at about 2:30p.m., got Gillogly’s voice-mail message and called Johnson at about 2:40 p.m.”

When I spoke to Johnson, she advised me that I did not meet the requirement of Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment pursuant to 38 CFR Section 17.165 and she mentioned nothing about available appointments at the Dental Clinic as Gillogly was advised.  
Johnson stated that she was trying to find a way to provide me with Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment but that she could not see any way to do it because my Diabetes was under control.  I replied to Johnson that I am still having extreme pain and discomfort from my infected tooth and gums, and pointed-out to Johnson as to the fact that 38 CFR Section 17.165 states that a Veteran need only be experiencing pain and discomfort in order to qualify for HEDT.  Johnson replied that she knew what the Regulation stated but then went on a tangent of other excuses and reasons why she could not approve me for HEDT.  
The first tangent Johnson went-on was the fact that I was treated in June of 2006 for swollen and infected gums, and that this was a long-time problem I was having.  So I quoted the Regulation again to Johnson as to the fact that it is irrelevant as I am in extreme pain and discomfort now from the dental condition and that according to the Regulation the VA is still required to provide me with HEDT.  
The next tangent, Johnson said she that I was previously advised to seek a private Dentist.  My reply was that I could not afford a private Dentist.  Then Johnson went on another tangent and said I should go to Pinellas County, Florida Social Services for assistance.  I then advised Johnson that I did seek their assistance but they advised me I made $64 too much to qualify.  I receive only a total of $881 from Social Security Disability and a Non-Service Connected Pension, and to qualify, the maximum income permitted is $817 per month.  

REMEMBER WHAT 38 CFR 17.165 DOES NOT STATE?  It does not disqualify Veterans due to their inability to pay for these services, or whether they are eligible or ineligible for County Social Services Emergency Dental Treatment, or whether they were previously denied routine dental care, or if they have had periodontal disease or gingivitis for a long period of time before requesting HEDT, or whether their Diabetes is temporarily under control through diet. or if they need further HEDT in the future for a recurrence or different dental problem causing them severe pain and discomfort or affecting their life or health…
Each time I rebutted Johnson about what the Regulation stated, each time Johnson  became more and more belligerent, rude, disrespectful, and verbally and emotionally abusive to me.  Basically, Johnson sounded like a trained “hammer-person” for the VA, trained to convince by abuse, intimidation, belligerency, rudeness, and disrespect toward Veterans that they do not qualify for HEDT, even if they do qualify.  
Realizing that there was no way I could win this argument with Johnson, I ended the call and faxed a copy of this letter to Johnson.  
I am also mystified as to why Johnson only contacted my emergency contact when I have a Verizon voice-mail which takes messages 24-hours per day whether I am on the phone talking or if I do not answer the phone or even if the electric goes out.  And why did they lie to my emergency contact about the dental appointments open the next day.  The only reasons I can come up with is sinister reasons…  Copies of this letter were also faxed to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and VA Inspector General.  

On October 25, 2006, having borrowed the money, I had my infected tooth extracted at a Private Dental Office which cost me $120.  And when I got home at about 3:30 p.m., this day, there was a message on my voice-mail from Johnson.  Johnson sounded angry, when she said 
“Mr. Richards give me call.”    
I faxed Johnson a note stating:
“I had my tooth removed today by a private Dentist.  I just got home at 3:30 p.m., and still
cannot talk due to gauze in my mouth to the bleeding.  The Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment I sought from you and the VA for this particular tooth infection is now moot!  I’ll send you a courtesy copy of the form 95 Tort claim I file.”
I also sent copies of this note to Hopkins, the VA Inspector General, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, and the Regional Counsel’s Office.
DIRECTOR HOPKINS
FINALLY RESPONDS ONE-MONTH LATER BY A PROXY LETTER

In a letter from Hopkins office dated November 03, 2006, and signed by Kay Green for and in the absence of Hopkins, the letter states in pertinent part that:

“The Chief, Dental Service conducted a thorough review of your medical records in an 
effort to consider your request for dental care at our facility.  Unfortunately, the review revealed that as a non-service connected veteran with no dental compensable service-connected disabilities, you are not eligible for routine dental care, nor are you eligible for dental treatment under any of the outpatient programs administered by the VA.  We have advised you during previous visits of the eligibility criteria for dental care as well as our inability to fulfill your request.”

ALL PARTIES SHOULD DULY NOTE THAT although I had previously requested dentures for my two top front teeth because they are loose and I felt they were AGGRAVATING my Cluster Headaches.  However, in October of 2006 I had not requested routine dental care, I requested Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment pursuant to 38 CFR Section 17.165 for an infected tooth that needed to be extracted and which was causing me severe pain and discomfort and could have endangered my life or health.  
Have any of these VA Administrators and Directors read 38 CFR Section 17.165 – Emergency Dental Treatment?  Yes, I am sure they have.  And I am sure they know they are suppose to approve HEDT for any Veteran, but they have probably been told by the Highest of VA Senior Officials to convince Veterans by intimidation or by any means possible that they are not eligible for HEDT in order to save the VA and the Treasury money…  
But in the long-run it will cost the VA and the Treasury more money because if Veterans’ dental conditions adversely affects their existing medical condition because it was not remediated, then the VA ultimately has to spend thousand or tens of thousands or even hundreds of thousands of dollars to stabilize or repair the damage caused to Veterans’ Organs through general surgery and/or transplant surgery and/or medications because of the VA’s failure to treat the dental condition.  
The VA, the U.S. Government, and the U.S. Treasury will then also have to face possible Federal Tort Claim Complaints for Malpractice/Negligence, or even Wrongful Death, in which a Federal Court Judge could find in favor of each Veterans and award each Veteran or surviving family member hundreds of thousands or even millions of dollars.  
Isn’t it better SENSE and better DOLLARS AND CENTS to just guarantee Veterans Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment?
RESPONSE FROM THE VA INSPECTOR GENERAL
In a letter dated November 09, 2006 and signed by Christina A. Lavine, Director of the Hotline Division, Lavine states that in response to my Complaint that they were going to review the information I sent them, and that the Case Number is 2007-00424-HL-0122.
A VA DENTIST APROVED ME FOR HEDT BUT NOBODY ADVISED ME OF THIS MATERIAL FACT
On December 01, 2006, after a scheduled session with Hummer, I went to Release of Information (ROI) and retrieved copies of pertinent medical records.  VA electronic medical records (EMR) reveal progress notes from Hummer dated October 23, 2006, and from Doctor Lawrence E. Scheitler, DDS, a VA dentist, that a consult for HEDT was made by Hummer and approved by Scheitler, but that Hopkins and Johnson failed to advise me of this material fact.
IN RESPONSE TO HUMMERS CONSULT – DOCTOR LAWRENCE E. SCHEITLER, DDS, ORAL SURGEON AT THE DENTAL CLINIC RESPONDS IN PERTIENT PART AS FOLLOWS:

“10/24/2006 ADDENDUM – Thank you for your excellent and detailed note of request.  Based upon the mental health issued you raise it would seem appropriate that we extract those painful and hopeless teeth which remain in his mouth.  I will authorize an exam by our Oral surgeon Doctor Lasaro, and extraction of the remaining hopeless/painful teeth for one episode of care.

Dr. Scheitler

/es/ LAWRENCE E. SCHEITLER, DDS

ORAL SURGERY-DENTAL SVC

Signed:  10/24/2006 @ 14:34”
On January 14, 2007, I faxed a letter to the VA Inspector General apprising the General of the new information and evidence, and that I wanted both Hopkins and Johnson to be charged with Criminal Medical Neglect, Deception, Misrepresenting and Concealing Material Facts, in violation of Federal Law 18 U.S.C. Sections 24 and 1035, as well as Intimidation and Abuse of a Disabled Person, a Third-Degree Felony under Florida Statutes 825.101, and all that follows.  I faxed Copies of this letter to Hopkins, Johnson, Hummer, of Veterans affairs, Regional Counsel’s Office and the State Attorney in and for Pinellas County, Florida.
Even if Johnson or Hopkins would have advised me about Scheitler’s approval, Hopkins or his Acting Director should have immediately approved me for Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment after he or his office received my first letter faxed to Hopkins on October 12, 2006.  And although I hold both Hopkins and Johnson directly responsible for the wrongful acts and omissions stated herein, I ultimately hold the Honorable R. James Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs as the final person responsible for the wrongful acts and omissions stated herein.  And it is my feeling that Hopkins, Johnson, and Nicholson  should all be in Prison, not working for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), for perpetrating among other things, Criminal Medical Neglect against me and other known and unknown Veterans.
Copies of this story will be sent to the Chairs and Co-Chairs, and Ranking Democratic and Republican Members of the House and Senate Veterans Affairs, Armed Services, and Foreign Relations Committees, and to the Speaker of the House, the House and Senate Majority Leaders, the local House of Representatives in the St. Petersburg and Tampa areas, the two Senators for the State of Florida, and other key Members of Congress, requesting a Congressional investigation of this entire matter, as well as to enact new legislation to “guarantee” all Veterans Humanitarian Emergency Dental Treatment in the future when needed.  Copies will also be sent to numerous National and Local News Media.
The U.S. Government need not look afar to other Nations throughout the World to point-out Human Rights Violations, they only need to look in their own backyard at the Department of Veterans Affairs…
WILL THE VA OR ANY OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES RETALIATE AGAINST ME FOR EXERCISING MY FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OF THE PRESS FOR WRITING THIS EXPOSE’?  IF THEY DO, I WILL BE SURE TO LET MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE NEWS MEDIA, AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT IT BECAUSE:
IF FREEDOM DOESN’T RING FOR VETERANS – 

THEN FOR WHOM SHALL IT RING?
_1213644560.doc
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