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WOMEN VETERANS AND VA HEALTH CARE


Established by Law (38 U.S.C.S., sections 318 and 542 respectively), there is within the Department of Veterans Affairs a Center for Women Veterans, and an Advisory Committee on Women Veterans, whose purpose is to adopt and implement policies and programs affecting women Veterans, including the gender-specific health care needs of women.


An estimated 4 percent of the Veteran population is female.  Status as a female Veteran should not make any diffence with regard to eligibility for VA medical care.


In addition to health care services available to both male and female Veterans in general, VA Medical Centers and Outpatient Clinics provide FREE to eligible women Veterans gender-specific services such as Pap smears, breast exams, mammographies, and general reproductive health care.


As of October 01, 1998, women Veterans became entitled to maternity benefits, beginning with the confirmation of pregnancy and continuing through post-partum to about six weeks after the delivery.  

Although the VA will not provide care for or cover the cost of care for a newborn child, special services for women Veterans are provided in-house at VA facilities as much as possible.  In many locations however, appointments will have to be scheduled at private facilities  paid for by the VA because necessary services may not be available at the women Veteran’s nearest VA facility.


The VA also provides to both men and women Veterans alike, counseling and treatment for Sexual Trauma resulting from a physical assault or battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment which occurred during active duty.  Bay Pines VA Medical Center in St. Petersburg, Florida is the only VA Facility which offers this Sexual Trauma Program.  Veterans who live Out-of State or Out-of the St . Petersburg area who attend this Program are provided with free housing and meals.


Each VA Medical Center has at least one Women Veterans Primary Health Care Team comprised of a group of doctors, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and other staff whom are specifically trained and knowledgeable in the health concerns and medical needs of women.  While these Team members may see male Veterans in the course of their duties, they are the main providers of care for women Veterans being treated in individual VA facilities.

All women who served in the U.S. Armed Forces whom were discharged under other 

than dishonorable conditions can enroll in the VA’s Heatlh Care System by simply calling or visiting the “Eligibility Department” at their nearest VA Medical Facility.
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