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A SPECIAL REPORT!

INFORMATION ABOUT VETERANS 

YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE KNOWN?
&

“AMERICA’S WAR ON TERROR”

“THE COUNT”

2,088 Deaths - 14,575 Wounded IN ACTION
+

1800 VETERANS DIE EVERY DAY – THAT’S 54,000 DEATHS PER MONTH

Yet, only four percent of Veterans die in VA facilities. 

Hospices are providing a critical link in the care of these Veterans.
______________________________________________________________
“WAR IN IRAQ” CASUALTIES 

AS OF AUGUST 20, 2005

There have been 1,861 American Soldier deaths; at least 14,021 U.S. troops have been wounded in action, according to the Pentagon. The Pentagon does not report the number of non-hostile wounded. 

“ENDURING FREEDOM” AFGHANISTAN CASUALTIES 

AS OF AUGUST 20, 2005

There have been 227 American Soldier deaths in the war on terror in Afghanistan.  At least 554 U.S. troops have been wounded in action, according to the Pentagon. 

TOTAL U.S. ARMED FORCES CASUALTIES 

FROM “WAR ON TERROR” 

AS OF AUGUST 20, 2005

2,088 Deaths   -   14,575 Wounded
For details on all War On Terror U.S. and Allied Forces Casualties 

after September 11, 2001, click-onto the URL listed below:
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/iraq/forces/casualties/
______________________________________________________________
More than 54,000 Veterans Die Each Month 

and Hospices are Reaching Out
Honoring Our Veterans Includes Caring for Them at the End of Life
(Alexandria, VA) – More than 1,800 Veterans die every day in this country—that’s about 54,000 people a month, reports the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization. Dying Veterans represent a quarter of all deaths in the U.S. These Veterans are our family members, neighbors, and co-workers, yet many Americans aren’t aware of the service these loved ones have given to the nation.

November 11 is Veterans Day, a time to pay tribute to America’s Veterans. This should include care and support to help dying Veterans live as fully as possible during their final days, long after their military service may have ended.
Hospices and palliative care providers are actively doing this with the assistance of the Veterans Administration Hospice and Palliative Care Initiative (VAHPCI) and organizations such as NHPCO. These organizations are working to strengthen relationships between VA and non-VA health care organizations caring for the dying. 

The VAHPCI reports that more than 4.2 million people received care in VA health care facilities in 2001; this represents an 11 percent increase over 2000. The number of older Veterans is growing. Veterans age 75 and older will increase by 12 percent by the year 2010, and veterans 85 years and older will triple.
Yet, only four percent of Veterans die in VA facilities. Hospices are providing a critical link in the care of these Veterans.
“Hospices are caring for many veterans, particularly those who fought in World War II, and we are finding that these individuals have a range of issues that they need help in coming to terms with as they approach death,” remarked J. Donald Schumacher, NHPCO president and CEO. “Hospices can play an important role in helping these Americans find peace.”

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Department of Veterans Affairs, was named the 2004 NHPCO Person of the Year for his work leading the VA Hospice and Palliative Care Initiative.
“The comprehensive programs we have in the Department of Veterans Affairs and the skilled palliative services we offer are among the most personally gratifying achievements in my tenure as secretary," said Mr.Principi.
Additional information is available at www.caringinfo.org or by calling NHPCO at 1-800-658-8898. 

Contact:
Jon Radulovic
NHPCO vice president communications
Ph: 703-837-3139
jradulovic@nhpco.org
www.nhpco.org/veterans
To read a longer version of this release, click here
______________________________________________________________
There are about 209 million adult men and women 18 and over in America.

There are about 25 million living Veterans of America’s Armed Forces.  That means only about 12% of the total adult population 18 and over in America have served their country, and 88% have not.

About 24 million or 96 % of the 25 million living Veterans of America’s Armed Forces are men.  

There are about 101 million adult men 18 and over in America.  That means only 23.7% of the total adult men in America have served their country, and 76.3% have not.

About One million or 4% of the 25 million living Veterans of America’s Armed Forces are women.  

There are about 108 million adult women 18 and over in America.  That means less than 1% of the total adult women in America have served their country, and more than 99% have not.

Of these 25 million living Veterans of America’s Armed Forces: 

About 18.8 million or 75% are War Veterans.

About 2.3 million or about 9% of these Veterans are receiving Service-connected disability compensation for injuries or disease incurred or aggravated by Military Service to their country.

About 353,000 or about 1.4% of these Veterans are receiving non-Service connected disability pensions because they became disabled after active service and are unable to work, and their incomes are below the means threshold established by law.

In the American Revolution, (1775-1783), 4,435 American soldiers died.  

In the War of 1812, (1812-1815), 2,260 American soldiers died.  

In the Indian Wars, (1817-1898), 1,000 American soldiers died.  

In the Mexican War, (1846-1848), 1,733 American soldiers died in battle.  Another 11,550 died in non-theatre operations for a total of 13,283 deaths of American soldiers during this period of war.

In the Civil War, (1861-1865), 140,414 Union soldiers, and 74,524 Confederate soldiers died in battle for a total of 214,938 battlefield deaths.  Another 224,097 Union soldiers, and 59,297 Confederate soldiers died in non-theatre operations for a total of 498,332 Union and Confederate soldiers deaths during this period of war.

In World War One, (1917-1918), 53,402 American soldiers died in battle. Another 63,114 died in service from non-theatre operations in other parts of the world, for a total of 116, 516 deaths of American soldiers during this period of war.

In World War Two, 1940-1945, 291,557 American soldiers died in battle.  Another 113,842 died in non-theatre operations in other parts of the world, for a total of 405,399 deaths of American soldiers during this period of war.

In the Korean War, (1950-1953), 33,686 American soldiers died in battle.  Another 2,830 died in other in-country theatre related deaths for a total of 36,516 American soldier deaths in the Korean War.  Additionally, 17,730 American soldiers died in non-theatre operations in other parts of the world for a total of 54,246 American soldier deaths during this period of war.

In the Vietnam War, (1964-1975), 47,410 American soldiers died in battle.  Another 10,788 died in other in-country theatre related deaths for a total of 58,198 American soldiers deaths in the Vietnam War.  Additionally, 32,000 died in service from non-Vietnam theatre operations in other parts of the world, for a total of 90,198 deaths of American soldiers during this period of war.

In the Gulf War, (1990-1991), 148 American soldiers died in battle.  Another 235 died in other in-country theatre related deaths for a total of 383 American soldier deaths in this Gulf War.  Additionally, 914 died in service from non-theatre operations in other parts of the world for a total of 1297 deaths of American soldiers during this period of war.

Since world war one, about 142,000 of Americas Veterans were captured and interned in enemy POW camps.  About 17,000 of these Veterans died while a POW.

Since the American Revolution through the 1990-1991 Gulf War there have been about 42.3 million Veterans who have served in America’s Armed Forces.  

Of these 42.3 million Veterans, about 894,000 or 2.1% died in battle or other related deaths while serving their country.
______________________________________________________________
Sources:  Time Almanac 2001 and 2003.
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