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Veteran’s Corner

By Terry Richards

PREVIEW OF ARTICLE

Veterans will likely need at least 51% of American Voter’s support for Congress to enact legislation for an adequate VA Budget or Mandatory VA Funding…  Read article to find out why???  

1% “Veteran-Patriot Tax” would pay for Mandatory VA Funding…  

“If our nation rescinds its promises and ignores its obligation to those who have fought to preserve freedom throughout the world, we compromise the right to ask our men and women to serve and defend our national principles,” says Congressman…
VETERANS WANT ACTION - NOT WORDS!!!
THE CASE FOR MANDATORY VA FUNDING

In 1998, a Washington D.C. Legislative Coordinator from a Veterans Service Organization told me that in a closed-door meeting he had with a Member of Congress, he was advised by this Member of Congress that Congress only has to enact Pro-Veteran legislation that they feel like enacting because: 

“We know that we will get re-elected in most cases since the majority of America’s registered Voters who actually turn-out and Vote in most Congressional Elections only averages between 32%-37% of all registered Voters.  And these Voters are either not interested in or don’t care about whether Veterans get more benefits or not”…
Therefore, before Congress will enact legislation for “Mandatory VA Funding,” Veterans will likely need at least 51% of registered Voters who actually turn-out and Vote in the next Congressional election in 2006 that are willing to make a commitment to Veterans Issues, and are willing to call or write to the Candidates that they plan to Vote for, and tell them that they will not re-elect them in the 2008 or whenever their term is completed, unless they enact legislation for “Mandatory VA Funding” before the next election…?

Based on the above information about Voter apathy towards Veterans Issues, all Veterans Organizations, regardless of size, need to launch a “campaign” which focuses more on getting a commitment from registered Voters rather than concentrating on getting commitments from “Politicians.” Politicians” will do whatever the majority of Voters want them to do, or they know that they will not be re-elected, especially when Voters are “passionate” about a certain Issue or Issues…  They also need to launch a “campaign” to get more eligible Voters registered who are “Veteran Friendly.” 

The Price of Freedom in America does not come “cheap.”  And the costs are not just monetary.  The costs also involve “human sacrificing” of life and limb by the Men and Women Our Armed Forces…  

Furthermore, the sacrifices that must be made should not only be limited to America’s Veterans who have not only preserved Our Nation’s and other Nation’s Freedoms throughout the World, but have also specifically protected America’s and other Countries’ Free Enterprise by acting as a deterrent to would be aggressor Nations… 

Yet, except when they need us, Veterans are often treated like “second-class citizens,” and their “Patriotism” taken for granted, such as in “under-funding” the VA Budget and “denying” due and lawful service-connected disability claims.  This kind of thank you Veterans can do without…

Veterans want more than even a genuine thank you, we want Our VA Benefits.  All of them!!!  And we want Mandatory VA Funding…

So it’s now time for the U.S. Government, America’s big businesses, its wealthy Citizens, its wealthy Alien Residents, and its other U.S. Citizens and Alien Residents, and Foreign Countries whom America’s Veterans have protected, to make “sacrifices” for America’s Veterans, if this is the only way Veterans can achieve Mandatory VA Funding and an adequate VA Budget each year.

If Lawmakers had “tightened their purse strings” starting with the ceasing and desisting of an estimated $23 Billion Dollars a year in  pork-barrel spending, this revenue could have provided an adequate VA Budget all these years…

Since September 11, 2001, hundreds of thousands of Reservists and National Guard have been called to “active-service” by President Bush to support our regular voluntary Armed Forces in America’s War against Terror in America, Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places throughout the World.  As a matter of Law, these Reservists and National Guard need only serve one day of “active-duty” to qualify for VA Benefits.  

As of July 15, 2005, in America’s War On Terror, over 1,700 American Soldiers have died and over 8,000 have been wounded, many severely wounded, and more casualties can be expected…

Simply put, this means we need a larger VA Budget not a smaller one.  And we need a Budget that will not only ensure that Veterans receive the best quality medical care money can buy, but also receive more expeditious and fair treatment when enrolling for VA Medical Care, and in filing claims for VA Service-Connected Disability Compensation, Non-Service Connected Disability Pensions, Widow Death Pensions, Dependent Indemnity Compensation, and other VA Benefits…  So it’s beyond me how any Member of Congress could vote for any thing other than a larger and more “adequate” VA Budget…

And the Case for Congress to enact legislation for Mandatory VA Funding has never been stated better than in the words written in a letter to me by a 34-year Republican Member of Congress which is set forth in the next paragraph…

In a letter dated June 09, 1998 from Congressman C.W. “Bill” Young of St. Petersburg, Florida and sent to me as the then Managing Editor of The Veterans Free Press Newspaper on the Internet to let me know about his “mutual concerns” in protecting Veterans Benefits, Congressman Young stated in pertinent part that: 

“If our nation rescinds its promises and ignores its obligation to those who have fought to preserve freedom throughout the world, we compromise the right to ask our men and women to serve and defend our national principles.” 

Yet these same “Politicians” still ask Our Men and Women to serve and Defend not only Our National Principles but the National Principles of Iraq and Afghanistan and other Nations throughout the World, but when it comes to enacting legislation for “Mandatory VA Budget” these same “Politicians” refuse to do it…
Unceremoniously put, Mandatory VA Funding each fiscal year would make sure Our Nation’s Veterans receive all the “Entitlements” they have “Earned,” including but not limited to VA Medical Care, Service-Connected Disability Compensation, and Non-Service Connected Disability Pensions. 
In the “Commander’s Message” of the American Legion Magazine August 2003 Issue titled “FORGET PORK; FUND VETERANS,” Ronald F. Conley, former National Commander of the American Legion stated in pertinent part that Lawmakers: 

“Giveth with one hand, and taketh away with the other.”

Conley was specifically talking about the recently created Priority Group 8 Veterans who have been prohibited from entering the system because they are not poor enough and because they lack a service-connected disability rating, and that this decision means the Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 is now “unraveling.”

Bluntly put, the reason it will “unravel” is because Lawmakers are jerking Veterans around.  They’ve been doing it for years.  Especially since we’ve lost the majority of Members of Congress who were themselves Veterans.

I also feel that while Lawmakers placate leaders of “Congressionally Chartered” Veterans Service Organizations with promises they don’t mean, and Veterans Organizations are spending too much time placating Lawmakers back for those “unkept promises.”  

One of the primary purposes of the Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 which was passed by Congress and signed into Law by President Bill Clinton was to permit all Veterans to enter the VA Medical Care System, regardless of financial status or whether they had a service-connected disability rating or not.  Another purpose of the Act was to offer Universal Medical Care at all VA Medical Centers for anything from a cold to a catastrophic or mental illness.  Prior to the Act, it was left up to each VA Medical Center to decide what illnesses or diseases they would treat a Veteran for whom did not have a service-connected disability rating.

In 1998, when I was the Volunteer Managing Editor of the Veteran’s Free Press, which was chosen to be “archived” on the Internet by the “Internet Archive Organization”:

http://web.archive.org/web/20010518204121/http://www.veteransfreepress.com
I wrote several Articles, Editorials, and Columns, which warned Veterans and Veterans Organizations not to take this new VA Health Care Act “to the Bank” just yet, as it had “loopholes” written into it like:

“But only to the extent and in the amount that Congress appropriates funds to provide the care.”

“But only to the extent resources and facilities are available.”

“Within available appropriations.”
Writers Note:   Just click onto the above “archived” Veteran’s Free Press URL to read about my warnings concerning the New Health Care Act.
Conley also stated that Veterans Health Care will continue to be extricated from the bank of discretionary accounts that can be exploited to fund pork-barrel spending, and some of the undeserving and ridiculous places 23 Billion Dollars a year is being spent in pork-barrel legislation projects. 

All pork-barrel spending should be terminated immediately and permanently!  

And before we provide financial aid for the “disabled economies” of other Nations, we need to first take care of America’s “disabled Veterans.”

And before we provide and fund free or low cost health care to illegal aliens, we must first use those taxpayer dollars for “Mandatory VA Funding” and an adequate VA Budget.
Additionally, like in the recent Iraq War, the News Media should “embed” their Reporters in the House and Senate Budget Committees to find out the reason for the “hold-up” on Mandatory VA Funding and an adequate VA Budget for Veterans.  Maybe “hold-up” is not a good word to use since it also means to “rob,” and some people might think that’s exactly what Lawmakers may be doing to Veterans…

Just before the recent invasion of Iraq, we offered Turkey 16-31 Billion Dollars to let us use their corridors to move our equipment to form a Northern Front Line in Iraq.  Turkey refused our request but we still gave them 1 Billion Dollars.  That’s a savings of at least 15 Billion Dollars.  Congress should have immediately appropriated that 15 Billion Dollars to be use for VA Funding.  A majority “Veteran Friendly” Congress would have!  So where did that money go???  And why didn’t the President and Congress think of using it as surplus money to further fund the VA Budget???

Our current Gross Domestic Product is about 11.7 Trillion Dollars.

Our total Federal Budget is currently about 2.1 Trillion Dollars.

Our current National Defense Budget which now includes the costs for Homeland Security, and extra funding for the War in Iraq and the General War On Terror is about 558 Billion Dollars which accounts for about 26% of the total Federal Budget, and about 4.8% of our Gross Domestic Product.
The current VA Budget is about 70 Billion Dollars which means it only accounts for about 3.2% of the Total Federal Budget, and less than 1% of our Gross Domestic Product. 

Lawmakers will tell Veterans that they have to “tighten the purse strings” because of the soft economy.  That’s a bunch of bull.  The Dow Jones Average and the success of Ours and other Nations Stock markets and Economies are directly related to the physical strength and morale of America’s Armed Forces.  

On page 637 of Time Almanac 2001, is titled “The Rich Get Richer” which is based on the September 1999 report by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) examining the distribution of after-tax income among Americans in 1977 and 1999.  The report is based on data from the Congressional Budget Office, shows that despite tax increases on high income households in 1990 and 1993, this group has received large tax-cuts overall since 1977.  The result has been a widening of the gap between the rich and the poor.

The CBPP report breaks the U.S. population into fifths based on after-tax household income level.  According to the report on after-tax income between 1977 and 1999: 

The top 1% of Americans made an average gain of 115%. 

The top one-fifth gained 43%.

The middle fifth gained 8%.

The bottom fifth’s average after-tax income declined by 9%.

The next to the bottom after-tax income did not change significantly.
In our current Gross National Product Economy of about $11.7 Trillion Dollars a year, a 1% “Veteran-Patriot Tax” would add-up to about $117 Billion Dollars which currently might be considered an “adequate” VA Budget and would also be $47 Billion Dollars more than the current VA Budget…

Paying a 1% Federal “Veteran-Patriot Tax” on all currently taxable goods and services purchased within the U.S. or purchased from the U.S. and shipped overseas to any Country in order to pay for Mandatory VA Funding and an adequate VA Budget is a small price to pay for preserving America’s and other Nation’s Freedoms and Free Enterprise.  

Sincerely,

COPY

Terry Richards

P.S.    Anyone who would like a copy of the June 09, 1998 Letter from   Congressman Young, just E-Mail me your FAX # and I will send it to you... I do not have a scanner.  However, if there are dozens of requests, I will have to find a scanner to use and send it to you by E-Mail…
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