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March 07, 2006

FOUNDER OF VETERANS PARTY FOUND TO BE SWINDLING VETERANS 

GETS SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AT BAY PINES VA MEDICAL CENTER AND ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA VA REGIONAL OFFICE 

Read about how this swindler gets special parking privileges and is also permitted to bypass high-security areas.
“OUR VOICES ARE LOUDER THAN ANY GUN”
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Founder of the Veterans Party of America Phillip G. Meskin says he’s able to park his van anywhere he pleases at Bay Pines VAMC and that he is permitted to bypass the high-security area at the St. Petersburg, Florida VA regional office by offering free movie, museum, and various events tickets to VA Police at these locations.

Due to Complaints being filed, Meskin, for the second time in 5 years, is being investigated by the Florida Department of Justice, Pinellas County, Florida Consumer Services for unlawful charitable solicitation in connection with his Veterans Public Awareness Foundation, Case # 0511164.

Complaints were also filed against Meskin with The Florida Department of Agriculture Division of Consumer Services, Case # 0602-06703 / FR, for unlawful charitable solicitation and misappropriation of charitable contributions, the Department has since forwarded the Case to the Florida Attorney General’s Economic Crimes Unit in Tampa, Florida.

Also, in connection with Meskin’s Veterans Charity of unlawful charitable solicitation and misappropriation of charitable contributions, Complaints were also filed against Meskin’s DAV (Disabled American Veterans) Chapter 9 in St. Petersburg, Florida 
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with The Florida Department of Agriculture Division of Consumer Services, in that Meskin used other Members of Chapter 9 to solicit charitable contributions for his Veterans Charity under the “guise” that it was intended for use by Disable American Veterans Chapter 9, but instead, it went in Meskin’s and other Chapter 9 Member’s pockets.  This Case Number is 0603-07960 / FR.  In fact, in an E-mail sent by Al Linden, Executive Director of DAV Department of Florida in Gainesville, Florida, their investigation in pertinent part disclosed that DAV Chapter 9 members in St. Petersburg, Florida had solicited funds under the auspices of the Veterans Awareness Council a/k/a Veterans Public Awareness Foundation which was Operated by Phillip G. Meskin a/k/a P.G. Meskin.  Since this was a violation of federal and state exemption laws for Veterans Service Organizations to solicit for charitable donations under any other auspices than their own Congressional Chartered Veterans Service Organization, DAV Florida took-over said Chapter.  

Additionally, current and former Members and Officers of the Veterans Party have filed Complaints with the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) against Meskin as Chairman and his Wife Susan White as the Treasurer of the Veterans Party National Elections Committee for Fraud in forming a Political Party, and Misappropriation of Political Contributions, among other things.

Furthermore, current and former Members and Officers of the Veterans Party have also filed complaints with the IRS against Meskin and White for among other things, Federal Income tax Fraud and Evasion, and Misappropriation of Charitable and Political Contribution in connection with a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Charity and a National Elections Committee of a Political Party.

The Florida Department of Revenue (FDOR) is also investigating Meskin for Sales Tax Fraud and Evasion in connection with his operating and ownership of the Veterans Post Newspaper of which Meskin owns.  It appears that since at least 1997, Meskin has failed to register and pay the FDOR the 7% sales tax due for advertising space and subscriptions he sells for his Newspaper.

Approximately in July of 2005, after a VA group session at Bay Pines VA medical center, I (Terry Richards) was invited by Meskin who is one of the group’s members, to accompany Meskin to the St. Petersburg, Florida VA Regional Office where he said he needed to deliver that months Veterans Post Newspapers and to deposit checks from his several Veterans businesses into his MacDill Air Base credit union accounts branch also located at this VA Regional Office.

The St. Petersburg VA regional office is an extremely high security area.  But VA police waived through both Meskin and myself without showing any identification, 
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without emptying our pockets, without going through the metal detectors, without our any of our items on our person being x-rayed for weapons, and without a wand detector weapons search.  When Meskin asked the VA police officer whom waived us through If they needed to see any I.D. from me, the same VA police officer responded to Meskin by saying: 

“If you vouch for him (meaning Richards) 

Then that’s good-enough for us”…

Before we left the regional office we stopped at the commissary because Meskin said he wanted to look around for some items to purchase.  Meskin told me that most of the items in this commissary was much cheaper than the one at the VA medical center located on the same campus where most Veterans purchase their products.  When I asked Meskin why was this pricing discrepancy exist, Meskin replied that they wanted it cheaper for VA employees than for Veterans…  I then asked Meskin why he does not write an article in his Veterans Newspaper or let me write an article about this in his Newspaper in order to “expose” this “injustice”?  Meskin replied by saying:
“That would cause me not to get any 

more bargains at this commissary”

I never went back to this commissary to compare items to those items at the commissary at Bay Pines VAMC to see if what Meskin said was true or not…  However, regardless of whether it is true or not, Meskin’s reply is not the response that one would or should expect from a self-proclaimed Veterans Advocate…

When we were done with Meskin’s business and exiting, the VA police asked 

Meskin if he had any free tickets (to movies, museums, baseball and football games, 

etc., of  which Meskin replied that he would have some tickets to give them next month when he made his Veterans Newspaper delivery.  

After we exited the building Meskin told me that the reason VA Police let him bypass security screening is because he gives them free tickets and because they also know he is the operator of the Veterans Post Newspaper.

Additionally, Meskin, who drives a large van with Veterans Party of America and Veterans Post Newspaper stickers all over it, is permitted by VA Police at Bay Pines VA Medical Center to park his van anywhere he wants including where signs say “No parking”…  Reason?  Meskin says he also gives those VA Police Free Tickets.  Although Meskin delivers his Veterans Newspapers once-a-month to Bay Pines VA Medical Center and perhaps(?) should enjoy special “vendor parking privileges” once a month, Meskin also uses this privilege during his personal medical appointments.  
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Other than designated disabled parking, Veterans or non-Veterans should not be afforded special privileges to park in “No parking” zones or to bypass security. 

One would wonder why Meskin who has “defrauded” and “betrayed” his fellow Veterans and the general public and possibly carries a gun on VA property would continue to be permitted to have such privileges after VA Police and the Directors of the Medical Center and Regional Office are sent a copy of this article…

Moreover, what VA Police probably don’t know is that according to Meskin, Meskin carries a “gun” in his vehicle’s glove compartment even when he is on VA property.  He says he’s permitted to do so because he was once a Police Officer somewhere in Florida and has a Florida Weapons Permit.  However, over the last 5-years since I have known Meskin, Meskin has been known to often “puff” and “lie” about many things.  So it’s hard to say if he is telling the truth or not about having been employed as Police Officer or that he actually carries a gun in his vehicle.  However, it is true, carrying any kind of weapon on VA property is a “felony”…  

In fact, VA Police advised me that retired members of law enforcement agencies and persons with Florida or other state “gun permits” are not permitted to carry weapons on VA property even if it remains in the glove compartment or trunk of their vehicles.  Only “currently employed” members of law enforcement agencies are permitted to carry a weapon on VA property.  The same VA Police Officer told me that he’s not even permitted to bring his personally owned gun on VA Property, he’s only allowed to carry his Government issued gun while on VA Property.
Articles such as this one will generally appear on my website within 7-10 days 

after its publication.  For full story about Phillip G. Meskin go to my website:  

http://www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html and click onto article #95 and then click onto the other related stories about Meskin and the Veterans Party of America from article #65 onward.

cc:
R. L. Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  Fax 202-273-4877

cc:
Office of the VA Inspector General.  Fax 202-565-7936.

cc:
R.F. Bowron, Director, St. Petersburg Florida VA Regional Office.  Fax 727-319-7785.
cc:
Smith Jenkins, Director, Bay Pines VA Medical Center.  Fax 727-398-9442.

cc:
Francis Watts, Chief, VA Police, Bay Pines VA Medical Center.  

E-mail: franciswatts@med.va.gov
cc:
Paul De La Garza, St. Petersburg Times.  Fax 727-893-8675.

cc:
News Director WFLA TV Channel 8 “On Your Side” Tampa Bay.  Fax 813-225-2770.
cc:
Dateline NBC.  Fax 212-664-7073.
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