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________________________________________
AN OPEN LETTER TO

RICK VAUGHN, VICE-PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, 

“TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS”

Concerning the misappropriation of at least $40,000 in “cash” charitable contributions 

Donated by “Devil Rays” Fans at Tropicana Field during Baseball Games from 2002-2006 by Phillip G. Meskin and his “rogue” Disabled American Veterans (D.A.V.) Members of Chapter 9 in St. Petersburg, Florida whom then used the charitable contributions for their own personal financial gain.  

These criminal activities then caused D.A.V. Department of Florida to “shut-down” Chapter 9.
A WRITTEN RESPONSE BY REGULAR U.S. MAIL OR E-MAIL 

IS RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED BY 12 NOON THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2006. 

________________________________________
July 20, 2006

RICK VAUGHN,

Vice-President of Public Relations,

“TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS”

One Tropicana Drive

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Telephone (727) 825-3137

Fax:            (727) 825-3111



   

        Faxed July 20, 2006. 

______________________

Dear Mr. Vaughn:


1. On or about June 13, 2006, I called Your office and left a message for you to call 

Me back.  When You returned my call later that day I advised You how Phillip G. Meskin and other “ROGUE” Members of his Disabled American Veterans (D.A.V.) Chapter 9 in St. Petersburg, Florida Fraudulently and unlawfully solicited, received, and Misappropriated for their own personal financial gain $40,000 in “cash” charitable contributions donated by “Tampa Bay Devil Rays” Fans during baseball games at Tropicana Field that were intended to help disabled and homeless veterans using Meskin’s.  For details see article #95 @:  www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html 

2.
You advised me that in fact You first gave permission in 2002 to Phillip G. 

Meskin and other members of Meskin’s D.A.V. Chapter 9 to solicit for charitable contributions at Tropicana Field during “Devil Rays” Baseball Games which You thought was Lawfully “under the auspices” of the Congressionally Chartered D.A.V.

3.     I advised You or provided You with a copy of a letter from David Stone, State 

Commander of D.A.V. Department of Florida dated March 08, 2006 who also confirmed that the fundraising started in 2002 and also stated in pertinent part that: 

“Upon learning of this unapproved fundraising, DAV State Headquarters took 

prompt and aggressive action, which resulted in revoking the Charter of Chapter #9, therefore, Chapter #9 no longer exists.  We have no knowledge of where the funds collected by this unapproved activity went.  We could find no clear evidence that the funds were deposited in chapter #9 accounts.”  

“We welcome participation in any investigation by your agency and will cooperate fully.  Please contact Carlos Rainwater, State Inspector at Department Headquarters (352) 331-0945 if you have any questions or if we can assist in the investigation.”  

To review the full letter see article #109 @:  www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html.
4.
PLEASE DULY NOTE THAT since this Unlawful Solicitation has been going on since 2002 at Tropicana Field, it is quite possible that the amount of charitable contributions could be substantially higher than $40,000 Meskin told me he collected. The amount could be in the Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars or more, since over that 4-year period per Your Office, the “Devil Rays” play 81 “home games” at Tropicana Field per season; the fact that Meskin advised me that he has collected as much as $10,000 in “cash” charitable contributions at just one “Devil Rays” game.  Therefore, to the best of Your knowledge, since 2002, at how many “Devil Rays” Baseball Games at Tropicana Field did Phillip G. Meskin, and his “rogue D.A.V. Chapter 9 Members solicit for charitable contributions from “Devil Rays” Fans?

5.
I advised You that the Florida Department of Justice of the Pinellas County Consumer Protection Agency has investigated this matter but they only have jurisdiction over the “Unlawful Solicitation” criminal activities and NOT the GRAND LARCENY and other FRAUD associated with this matter.  Contact is:  

LARRY KRICK, Criminal Investigator 

Florida Department of Justice 

Pinellas County Consumer Protection Agency 

Telephone (727) 464-7988 

Fax (727)-464-7990 

(Ref # 0511164)  On or about November 28, 2005, Terry Richards filed a Complaint with 

the Florida Department of Justice Pinellas County, Florida Consumer Protection Agency against Phillip G. Meskin, “Operator” of the Veterans Public Awareness Foundation.  

According to the online database the CASE IS STILL OPEN AS OF JULY 17, 2006. 

6.
You asked me to send You written Evidence and other information I told you I had regarding this matter and that You would turn-it-over to the “Devil Ray’s” Attorney.  So from June 13 - June 16, 2006, I faxed You numerous pages of evidence and mailed You a computer disk containing information about this entire matter.  

7.     On June 16, 2006, You left a message on my voice-mail that You had received all 

My information and not to fax You any further information and that You would get back to me.  

8.     On July 13, 2006, I faxed you a copy of my Article titled:

FOUNDER OF THE VETERANS PARTY (PHILLIP G. MESKIN) ANNOUNCES
HE IS ”CONNECTED” TO ORGANIZED CRIME

For details see article #134 @:  www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html
9.
As of the date of this letter, I still have not received any further responses from 

You or the “Devil Ray’s” Attorney or any other Employee of the “Devil Rays” as to whether the “Devil Rays’ are going to “respectfully demand” that the St. Petersburg Police Economic Crimes Unit or other Florida and/or Federal Law Enforcement and other Investigative Government Agencies to properly and thoroughly investigate this entire matter?  And if not, why not?

10.
If there is a “proper” and “thorough” investigation and it reveals that said Crimes have been perpetrated, will the “Devil Rays” Press Criminal Charges and/or file a Civil Lawsuit against those who have perpetrated these Crimes?

11.
On July 14, 2006, I left a message for You on the “Devil Rays” Communications Department voice-mail to please let me know as soon as possible if the “Devil Rays” are going to contact Law Enforcement to investigate the Meskin matter as I was writing an “open letter” and requesting a response.  As of the date of this “press release” and “open letter” You have not responded.
12.
WHEREFORE, a written response is respectfully requested by regular U.S. mail or E-mail by 12 Noon Thursday, July 27, 2006, at which time if you do respond, your response will be posted to this “open letter” on My website as soon as possible thereafter.

Respectfully submitted,

COPY










07-20-06

_________________________





   ____________________

Terry Richards







            Date Signed

*NOTE:  Press Releases and Responses are generally posted to My Website www.VFVS.com/VeteransCorner.html
  within 7-days of their release.
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