To:
Larry Krick,

Florida Department of Justice Criminal Investigator,

Pinellas County, Florida Consumer Protection Agency.

Telephone:  727-464-7988
Fax:  727-464-7990

Re:
COMPLAINT OF UNLAWFUL CHARITABLE SOLICITATIONS, MISAPPRORIATION OF CHARITABLE DONATIONS, AND MISAPPRORIATION OF POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS.
Terry Richards, Complainant

P.O. Box 66202

St. Petersburg, FL 33736-6202

Telephone:  (727) 327-0277

E-mail:  veteranscorner@yahoo.com
Phillip G. Meskin, Respondent

1441 – 9th Street South

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Telephones:  (727) 822-8387

                      (727) 822-8683

Fax:               (727) 822-6397

E-mails:
veteranspostnews@aol.com

       
veteransparty@aol.com
Websites: http://www.nhf.org Veterans Public Awareness Foundation.

        http://www.veteranspostnews.com

        http://www.VeteransParty.US
________________________________________________________________

PHILLIP G. MESKIN a/k/a P.G. MESKIN
Current Operator of the VETERANS PUBLIC AWARENESS FOUNDATION, a “Project” or “Branch” of the NATIONAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION (NHF).

Former President and Director of THE VETERANS POST NEWSPAPER.

Current National Election Committee (NEC) CHAIRPERSON of the VETERANS PARTY OF AMERICA.

________________________________________________________________

SUSAN J. WHITE a/k/a SUSAN JEAN WHITE a/k/a SUSAN MESKIN, 

Same address and phone numbers as above.

Former Secretary, Treasurer and Director of THE VETERANS POST NEWSPAPER, INC.

Current National Election Committee Treasurer of the VETERANS PARTY OF AMERICA.

Current Owner of GRACE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES HOLDINGS COMPANY.

Former Registered Agent for the INTERNATIONAL CHILD AND ADULT RESOURCES AND EDUCATION AIDS FOUNDATION, INC.  
________________________________________________________________
“NATIONAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION”

IS IT A PARADISE FOR CHARITY SCAMS?
A Veterans Charity Operated by Phillip Meskin which took in $40,000 in Cash Donations made by Devil Rays Fans at Tropicana Field were Unlawfully Solicited by the Charity.

 Did all or even some of the Donations actually go to help Veterans?
And how “loopholes” in Federal and State Charity Laws allow Operators to 

“Escape Public Disclosure" as to where and how much of the Donations they 

receive actually goes to the Charity’s Programs or individuals in need.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Phillip Meskin lists himself and tells everyone that he’s just “THE COMPANY CLERK” in all his Business and Political Ventures.  However, in State, County and Federal Public Records he is listed as President and Director of the Veterans Post News Newspaper; National Chair of the Veterans Party of America, and Contact Person of the Veterans Public Awareness Foundation, a “Project” or “Branch” of the National Heritage Foundation (NHF).

About two months ago, Meskin told me he was being investigated by DAV Florida for Misappropriation of Funds from Veterans Public Awareness Foundation because he raised $10,000 at a recent Devil Rays Baseball Game at Tropicana Field using Members of his DAV Chapter as Volunteers and then told DAV Florida that he sent it to a Veteran in New Orleans who lost his home and was temporarily homeless but could not prove this transaction because he gave the Veteran the $10,000 in Cash.  

Meskin further stated that he had raised a total of $40,000 in Cash Donations at Tropicana and gave the Donations to Veterans and Veterans Groups in Cash and could not prove these transactions.
Public Records at The Pinellas County Florida Consumer Protection Agency reveal that on March 15, 2001, a Complaint was filed against the Veterans Post Newspaper a/k/a Veterans Post News for Unlawfully Soliciting Charitable Donations for the Veterans Public Awareness Foundation through an advertisement in this Newspaper.  State of Florida Public Records reveal that the President and Director of this Corporation before it was dissolved, was one Phillip Meskin.  As you will read later, Meskin is currently the Operator of the said Veterans Foundation. 

Although the records were in storage for this 2001 Case, the Pinellas County Florida Consumer Protection Agency more likely than not, Ordered Meskin to Cease and Desist from further Charitable Solicitation until such time as he registered his current Non-Profit Corporation as a Charity with the State of Florida Division of Consumer Services and their Agency in order to be in compliance with all other Florida Laws pertaining to Charities and Solicitation for Donations.

The fact that a Florida Corporation is “Non-Profit” does not automatically give it the right to Solicit Donations.  It must register with the Florida Department of Consumer Services, and with the Consumer Protection Agency in any County of Florida which requires Charities to register and be approved prior to Soliciting Donations, and also make application with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Non-Profit Charity.

Public Records also reveal that Meskin’s Veterans Newspaper was first Incorporated as a Domestic Non-Profit Corporation in April of 2000 and then Voluntarily Dissolved in May of 2001.  

However, since the Corporate Dissolution, Public Records do not reveal that Meskin has either re-Incorporated or filed a “Fictitious Name” for his “Veterans Post News” Newspaper which has continued to be active and in existence since its Legal Corporate Dissolution in 2001.  

As you will read in detail later, Meskin’s Veteran Public Awareness Foundation became a “Project” or “Branch” of the National Heritage Foundation (NHF), and is NOT a Foundation on its own merit.  

And Meskin has not only continued to Solicit for Donations for his Veterans Charity through Advertising it on the Veterans Party of America Website of which Meskin is the National Election Committee Chairperson, and through other Internet Advertising, and possibly other kinds of Publications, but Meskin has also been Soliciting Cash Donations from Fans entering at Tropicana Field during Devil Rays Baseball Games, a deal that Meskin told me he made with the Management of the Stadium and/or the Devil Rays?  

If Devil Rays or Tropicana Field Officials had checked with Pinellas County Consumer Services, it would have revealed that Meskin's Veterans Charity was not registered with them.  A couple of months ago, Meskin told me that he has raised over $40,000 for his Veterans Foundation in “Cash Donations” just from Tropicana Field alone.

A couple of months ago, Meskin also told me that he was being challenged by the DAV Department of Florida to show them proof that he actually Donates all the money he raises for Veterans or Veterans Groups like he says he does.  Meskin said that he told DAV Department of Florida that he can’t prove to whom or where the money goes because he gives them the money in “Cash.” 

NHF is a “Public Foundation” Headquartered in Virginia that sets-up and Manages IRS 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Charities for a variety of Fees and a percentage of Gross Donations."  IRS 501(c)(3) Charities or Foundations are exempt from paying any Federal, State or Local Taxes on Donations they receive.

And the Projects or Branches of a “Public Foundation” such as Meskin’s Veterans Foundation are not required to disclose any information to the Public unless they want to.

And NHF does not have to individually list each Donation its Projects receive or the Expenditures they incur, they only have to list the total Donations and Expenditures of all their Projects.  Thereby, making this kind of operation a “Paradise For Charity Scams”…
However, whenever any Project of NHF has any Fund-Raising events or otherwise solicits Donations by telephone, TV, Radio, Newspaper, Website Ads, or at Public Events, the Project must state on all Donation jars or other advertisement that they are a Branch or Project of NHF.  Projects must also state NHF’s IRS 501(c)(3) Tax I.D. Numbers as Donations to NHF Projects are Tax Deductible, and the Donor needs that information for Tax Deduction purposes.  

Additionally, in order to be in Compliance with IRS and Federal Law, the Projects must also send all Donations they received in Cash to NHF by either Check or Money Order for accounting and processing purposes.
Projects of NHF are not permitted to have Checking or Savings Accounts 

in the Projects or NHF’s Name except for petty cash purposes or for the temporary holding of Cash Donations before they send it to NHF.  Nor are Projects of NHF permitted to pay Charity recipients in Cash.  

After Projects send NHF the funds they raised, they must then make 

Application for the Money they wish to Donate to an Individual or Organization at which time NHF cuts them a Check in the amount they need.  This way if NHF ever gets audited by the IRS, they have proof of whom the Donations were paid.  

So when Meskin told me that he advised the DAV Department of Florida that he gives Veterans and Veterans Groups “Cash” rather than a Check or Money Order from all the Donations he receives at Tropicana Field is when I became suspicious.  

As you read earlier and will read again in an E-mail response to me from the CEO of NHF, the actual amount of Donations and to what individuals or which Programs they have Benefited, Salaries taken, or Funds for Expenditures, do not have to be disclosed by "Projects" of NHF such as Meskin's "Veterans Public Awareness Foundation."
And of course as most people know, one does not have to take a Salary to be Compensated.  Aside from being reimbursed for actual real expenses the person running the Charity incurs, that person could just create Expenses that have not actually been incurred and reimburse himself.  Especially when there is no Oversight through Public Disclosure required, such as in Meskin's Veterans Foundation.

Although NHF is registered with the State of Florida Division of Consumer Services, a State of Florida Requirement to help prevent "consumer fraud," NHF is not registered with the Pinellas County Division of Consumer Services as is required by Law. 

Additionally, the "Veterans Public Awareness Foundation" is not listed as one the "BRANCHES" of NHF on the State of Florida Database but is listed on the NHF Database.  

And although according to Legal information I read and understood, Internet "Charitable Solicitation" is still somewhat of a "Grey area" as far as having to register in Counties in Florida that require it.  However, the fact that the Party's "Headquarters" is in Pinellas County would probably require NHF to register in Pinellas County???  

However, "off-the-Internet” Charitable Solicitations for Donations in Pinellas County, such as at Tropicana Field would absolutely require a Charity to register and get approval from Pinellas County.  And just because a Charity is registered and approved by the State of Florida Division of Consumer Services does not automatically mean they will be approved by the Florida County for which they make application for registration and approval… 

With few exceptions, any Person or Legal Entity including Veterans Charities engaging in "Charitable Solicitation" are not exempt from Florida Charity Laws or exempt from facing FINES and/or IMPRISONMENT for Violating the Law.

Based on all of the above, an investigation by the Federal, State, and County Governments is warranted, as “reasonable minds” would conclude that there is “reasonable belief” that:

Meskin is either sending NHF all the “Cash” Donations and Donations he collects by Check or Money Order to go into his Project’s account, and then keeps it all for himself while telling people who inquire that he gives the Veterans Cash and that’s why he can’t prove where the contributions he collects are going; or,

Meskin keeping all the cash contributions he collects and not giving any of those funds to Veterans or anyone else but tells people that he gives all the cash to Veterans; or,

Meskin keeps most of the “Cash” Donations and Donations he collects by Check or Money Order and gives some of those funds to Veterans but tells people that he gives all the cash to Veterans.
I queried NHF as if I wanted to start a Foundation, and below are all responses from John T. Houk CEO of the National Heritage Foundation.

-----Original Message-----

From: thevoicer@peoplepc.com [mailto:thevoicer@peoplepc.com] 

Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2005 12:30 PM

To: foundations@nhf.org

Subject: CASH FUND-RAISING

Would I be able to have a Fund-Raising Campaign where Cash is collected.  For examplE: 

If I made arrangements with a Baseball Stadium to have volunteers stand near the gates with jars for people to put money in for say Veterans Causes, would that be in conflict with NHF Standard Operating Procedures???  Or am I only allowed to collect donations by check or money order???

________________________________________  PeoplePC Online  A better way to Internet  http://www.peoplepc.com
-----Original Message----- 

From: "John T. Houk" 

Sent: Nov 14, 2005 4:09 PM 

To: thevoicer@peoplepc.com 

Subject: RE: CASH FUND-RAISING 

Yes, it is possible for your foundation at NHF to receive cash donations.  Any funds collected can be converted to a Bank Check or Money Order and then sent to NHF for deposit.  We cannot receipt the donors for cash gifts because it is difficult to verify the origin of the cash.  Donors may consider the gifts deductible.  

You may wish to hand out “Thank You’s” that clarify your exempt status through NHF:  http://www.nhf.org/applications/SampleDonationLetter.pdf .  Make certain that NHF’s name appears on any promotional material (including a donation jar) for donors to verify your exempt status.  

You may also wish to have present NHF’s corporate documents ( http://www.nhf.org/financial_legal/finance_legal.htm , http://www.nhf.org/financial_legal/irsltetter.pdf ) to help verify your tax status through us.

Call or email if you wish to discuss.

Sincerely,

John T. Houk 

800/986-4483
From: THE VOICE [mailto:thevoicer@peoplepc.com] 

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2005 9:49 AM

To: John T. Houk

Subject: RE: CASH FUND-RAISING
What if a potential donor want send you a written request to send them a copy of my total donations received and to whom they were paid to, as well as salaries to employees and expenditures of my Foundation, are you required to furnish them with that information?

-----Original Message-----

From: "John T. Houk" <foundations@nhf.org> 

To: 'THE VOICE'  

Subject:    RE: CASH FUND-RAISING 

Date:    Nov 18, 2005 10:26 AM 
NHF publicly displays our data but not the specific data of our projects.  You may decide whether or not to release your project’s data.  NHF oversees all projects and makes sure that there is no abuse. (http://www.nhf.org/financial_legal/finance_legal.htm )

Contact me if you wish to discuss further.

John
________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

What does Meskin's Veterans Charity have to do with the Veterans Party of America?  It has everything to do with it since Meskin has: 

Meskin "Co-Mingles" his Veterans Foundation on the Party Website by Advertising and Soliciting for Donations for his Veterans Charity Unlawfully since his Charity is not registered and approved by Pinellas County Consumer Protection Agency, and whom I believe is Misappropriating Donations and "Cooking the Books" for his Own Personal Financial Gain; and has also, 

Meskin "Co-Mingles" his Veterans Post Newspaper by saying the Party Owes the Newspaper $30,000 that he has lent the Party, when Documentation from the Federal Elections Committee (FEC) and the Florida Elections Commission does not indicate that, and whom I also believe is Misappropriating Contributions to the Party and "Cooking the Books" for his Own Personal Financial Gain... 

Considering all of the above and the fact that Meskin is leading everyone to believe that the Veterans Post Newspaper is a "Legal Entity" Corporation separate from Meskin when the Corporation was dissolved in 2001 and is NOT even Registered as a "Fictitious Name" such as Phillip Meskin d/b/a Veterans Post Newspaper, something is very wrong and needs to be investigated by the proper authorities.

In early November 2005, a source we both know referred to both of us a Veteran a recently permanently Disabled Veteran who could no longer work because of his disabilities getting worse, and who was in jeopardy of being evicted and becoming homeless in St. Petersburg Florida where Meskin and I both live, Meskin failed to offer this Veteran any financial assistance from his Veterans Foundation.  However, even though my total monthly income is $846 from SSDI and partial Non-Service Connected Pension, and $30 in Food Stamps, and the price of gas out of sight, I offered to personally take this Veteran to the Social Security, Food Stamp, and Social Services Offices to apply Benefits and sit and wait there with him.

Meskin referred a 75-year old Korean War Veteran to me that wrote into his Veterans Newspaper complaining how he has been denied service-connection since 1952 for cold-weather injuries he incurred during the War.  

I spent about 15-hours researching the Korean War Veterans case and wrote a Brief revealing the VA’s errors in denying this Veterans claim, and then turned over that Brief and other information to a TV Reporter I know in Tampa, Florida who is now thoroughly investigating this Veterans VA claim with the Regional Office and will Air those results in the near future.  I also made numerous Toll calls to this Reporter.

In October of 2005, this 75 year old Korean War Veteran whose only Income is $846 per Month and whose car is not working, and who lives in Clearwater by himself told me he wished he could go to his Korean War Veteran reunion in Orlando, Florida about 90-miles from St. Petersburg.  I asked Meskin if he could drive this Veteran there to spend just 5 or 6 hours there and that I would go with them since my car was not road worthy and I could not afford that trip financially.  I also told Meskin that this would also be good opportunity to take photos at this even and do a follow-up story in the Veterans Post News.  Meskin exact words to my request were:  

“That’s a lot of Gas Cost and Mileage.  So No!”

Meskin said he’s collected about $40,00 in Donations he solicited at Tropicana Field during Devil Rays Baseball Games and sent $10,000 of those funds to homeless Veteran of the Katrina Disaster in the New Orleans area but can’t prove it because he sent him Cash????  But won’t spend about 4-hours of driving and about $30 in Gas to help this Korean War Veteran go to his Reunion!  

I have also been a Registered Voter of the Party since 2003.  I also wrote Veteran related articles for Meskin’s Veterans Newspaper as a Volunteer. 

Moreover, in the 4-years I have know Meskin, the only financial assistance from his Veterans Foundation that I have ever seen or heard that he gives to Veterans in financial need are FREE TICKETS To Movies, Museums, Baseball and Football Games, etc., which he GETS FOR FREE anyway.  Meskin says he trades advertising in his Newspaper for these Tickets but he has never offered me proof of that.

And what is GRACE HOLDING COMPANY, a registered Fictitious Name Owned by Susan J. White a/k/a Susan Meskin according to State of Florida Public Records?  And this Holding Company address is one of those Boxes you rent from UPS f/k/a Mail Boxes, etc., located in Pinellas Park rather than the 1441 – 9th Street South in St. Petersburg, Florida address used for all the other Meskin Ventures.  Holding Companies are usually formed to temporarily Hold Checks and Cash received by other Businesses other than the Holding Company, and then to be later disbursed to its proper account.

________________________________________________________________

Differences Between Public vs Private Foundation

as advertised on the NHF Website

http://www.nhf.org.

The National Heritage Foundation is a public foundation. At first, most people don't see a difference between private and public foundations. But there are three crucial elements that distinguish public foundations, such as NHF, from their private counterparts. 

Reporting Requirements Not only are private foundation reports more extensive, they are less protected by privacy laws. Private foundations must provide copies of their annual reports to a state's attorney general and to the IRS. Once this type of information falls into a state's domain, it is accessible by both the media and the general public. 

A private foundation must also post a newspaper notice of the availability of its annual tax return and send a copy of that notice to the IRS. If there is any question of asset control the IRS scrutinizes the operating history of the private foundation.

QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES OF PHILLIP MESKIN AS

CHAIRPERSON OF THE VETERANS PARTY OF AMERICA

To add fuel to the fire of “Unlawful Activities” associated with Meskin’s Veterans Foundation, according to spokesman at the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) in Washington, DC, the Veterans Party of America and its National Election Committee are currently under Administrative Investigation for their failure to file the required 2005 Mid-Year Contributions and Expenditures Report which was due by July31, 2005.  

According to Documents filed with the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) by the National Election Committee (NEC) of the Veterans Party of America, Phillip Meskin is Chairperson, and Susan J. White a/k/a Susan Meskin is the Treasurer.  And until I was sure about what I believed was “Unlawful Activities” going on, I was associated with the Party as a Volunteer.  I have also been a Registered Voter of the Party since 2003. 

Furthermore, since the Veterans Party of America started its operation in 2003, FEC records reveal that this was the fourth time they failed to file these required documents on time.

Meskin also stated that the reason he had not filed the said 2005 FEC Mid-Year Report was because the National Committee had only received $600 to date? 

However, the 2004 Year-End FEC Online “Photographed Paper” Report reveals that the National Committee received $3,749 in Contributions.  And even if the National Committee does not receive Contributions or have any Expenditures, the FEC still requires that the Committee file these FEC Reports on-time.  VETERANS PARTY OF AMERICA NATIONAL ELECTION COMMITTEE # C-00393058.

Why did Meskin file with the FEC by “Paper” rather than Electronically like he does on the Florida Campaign Finance Electronic Database?  

Could Meskin be filing his FEC Campaign Reports by “Paper” because it’s harder for the FEC to keep track of his transactions, and more difficult for the Public to read the “Photographed Forms” on the FEC Campaign Finance Database?  

Meskin purports to have a Degree in Computer Science and I have personally seen that he has State of the Art Computer Equipment at his Home which is also his Office Mailing Address for his Veterans Charity/Foundation, Veterans Party, and Veterans Post News Newspaper.

On or about November 10, 2005, I sent Meskin an e-mail as to why the Florida Campaign Database revealed that the Florida Veterans Party never received any Contributions since its inception in 2003?  

And in a couple of days later, I sent Meskin another e-mail as to why the FEC Campaign Database revealed that the National Election Committee failed to file the 2005 Mid-Year Report of Contributions that was due July 31, 2005?  

On November 14, 2005, Meskin left a message on my Voice-Mail that the Florida Election Committee never opened a Bank Account because there were never any Contributions made to the Florida Election Committee?  

Meskin also stated that the reason he had not filed the said 2005 FEC Mid-Year Report was because the National Committee had only received $600 to date? 

However, the 2004 Year-End FEC Online “Photographed Paper” Report reveals that the National Committee received $3,749 in Contributions.  And even if the National Committee does not receive Contributions or have any Expenditures, the FEC still requires that the Committee file these FEC Reports on-time.  VETERANS PARTY OF AMERICA NATIONAL ELECTION COMMITTEE # C-00393058.

About 6-months ago, Meskin told me when people inquire about financial activities of the Veterans Party of America he tells them that it is a “Business” and so it’s none of their Business…  Of course the Financial Records of a Political Party are open to Public Disclosure… I can now understand why he tells people that…

Respectfully submitted,

COPY

Terry Richards



Dates Signed:  ________________________

NATIONAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION

http://nhf.org/

Go to "Foundation Search" 3rd down from top left column, and then for name enter Veterans Public Awareness Foundation and for "purpose" enter Veterans.  If you surf through the NHF Menu you can read about how the rules and requirements that Foundations of NHF must strictly follow.

