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                    Part - I

Washington D.C. ( first part reported by J.Abrams of AP), 


Reports then  had it that there were no less than “ 401 military retired Generals and (flag officers) Admirals – who recently urged Pres. G.W Bush to change the century-old rule that deprived US retirees and disabled war veterans of part thereof, or all of their retirement benefits.”

         A  Dialogue


It was then reported that  some key Republicans met with various veterans groups to discuss plans to address changes proposed by Generals and Admirals as regards a bad system that have threatened to sour relations between the President and the war veterans, normally some of his most loyal constituents.

As a matter of fact it was also lately  reported that Republicans have lost US veteran’s support. 

           Restitution


In the meeting, participants said “both full and partial restitution plans are being considered  as the Administration walks a fine line between alienating veterans and further driving  the budget deficit.”

  Cost of  Adjustment


It was “estimated that in full adjustment, in which disabled veterans would receive all their retirement pay, could cost the government $58-billion dollars over the 10 year period.”


 It was also bared that,  “cheaper partial plans would link retirement benefits to the seriousness of the disability or phase in changes over 5 to 10 years.” This growing problem haunts the present administration because of its “mindess” expenditures. 

   Top Brass’s Letter


The letter of the 401 Generals and  Admirals to  Pres. G. W. Bush  said, they were “profoundly concerned with that the United States is penalizing hundreds of  thousand of disabled US military retirees, including many who are unemployable because of disability incurred in military service to their country, and many veterans who were allowed to exist at, or below the poverty.  level.”

             History


Retired Army General Billy Thomas, who was reported who organized the letter, said, “The rules, under which retirement benefits of disabled veterans are reduced by the amount they receive in disability pay, was put in place in 1891 by Southern legislators unfriendly to former Union soldiers.

“Eliminating it has long been popular in Congress, but resisted by presidents because of the cost.” Money to them, has been more important than lives of war veterans and their compulsory heirs who sacrificed for the nation.

 Critical, Moral Issue


It’s an ethical and moral issue,” said Thomas  “It should not be judged as a money issue.” He added that Republicans are concerned that they could be vulnerable  on the issue and “ want to see this takes off the election year’s plate.”

But US retirees and veterans no longer trust the politicians (especially now how  the Republicans   have betrayed them.

  Unfair Loss to Vets


He estimated that 535,000 veterans are losing some of their retirement under such policy. It could be more.

In addition to the concern of the  generals, reports have it that the Administration is being pressed by House Democrats who have then  organized a congressional “discharge petition” (a way of forcing a legislative measure  (a bill) to a House vote by gathering half (or 218 signatures of House members.


So far, there are then  202 members have then been reported signed so far. A hearing is vital to passage of the bills.
            Patent Discrimination


In a related news, reports also have it that Filipino-American WW-2 veterans have slammed the continued intentional and patent discrimination of their comrades 8,000 miles away in the Philippines, who had been discriminated in all present bills.. 
Explicitly stated which applies to individual veterans, in sub-section (a) to wit: “ applies to individual who is a Commonwealth Army veteran, or New Philippine Scout and who: (1) is residing in the United States, and (2) a citizen of the U.S. or an alien lawfully admitted to the U.S. for permanent residence.”
     Second Class Vets Abroad


Sen. D. Inouye said, “I believe that is it unfair to make distinction in between those who are here as residents, and who are in the Philippines.” They are all lawfull members of the United States Armed Forces

            Jewish Vets Support

In a strongly worded complementary supporting  statement, emanated from the Jewish  National Veterans Association signifying their full support on the plight of the Filipino-America  World War–II veterans who were denied by the 79th Congress, took away  all their rightful wartime compensation and battled-earned benefits. Except for two: disability and burial benefits.
            Patent  Discrimination


The Jewish National Veterans Association (JNVA) represented the then Cdr. Weiman, said: “We in the U.S have legitimate  allies. The Filipinos, were not only allies but comrades-in-arms, they fought with us, sustaining the same injuries and wounds, the same blood and hoping for positive recompense from the government”.

        Act of Evasion


“They deserve our utmost attention and our honor. I take exception to a gentleman who said, “ payment of compensation to Fil-Am veterans of WW-II was promised not in writing, therefore the problem ain’t to be taken cared of – is an insult to the integrity  and the honor of the United States in its fulfillment of its commitments”

That statement is the same what has happened to the US military retirees and veterans, saying that “ the there was no law that backed that promise:,” .  

 Valid Contract by Conscription


“In fact, conscription of Filipinos to fight America’s war in world War iI in the Philippines  is a valid  contract  of the US with Filipino US servicemen who were inducted into the United States Army in the Far East (USAFFE) in 1941, but at the same time, now to allow the government to steal  $15 to $17-million dollars out of the American health care, so that it can built roads to pork farms.”said Weiman.

“We see and allow them to  put moratorium without indexing and promise us veterans Medicare and then totally ignore it. We see them firing 28,000 U.S. personnel from health services and closing down over 22,000 beds because they don’t have qualified people to take care of us.


“Our honor and integrity is being employed 50 years too late which should have been done before.  It is our obligation to do that before. We are down to 75,000. How many others have gone away being treated as bums because they have no longer use to the U.S? They did not have the honor to treat us as human beings!


“We, of the veterans community, more particularly the Jewish veterans look at this possibly in a convoluted fashion. We look at the mistreatment afforded our Philippine brothers and sisters as auguring type of treatment which we, as American veterans, may see our government bestowing upon us, not by way of rescission of the fact that we are actively engaged, but due to some
sort of budgetary difference to the obligation of this nation to those who have provided defense, who have gone to hospitals, and into work fields and said to our fellow veterans: “ You have served this nation, you have served it well.”
                       Part - II


All praise – but where’s the 
Money? Is congressional pork more valuable that our lives who shed blood and died for the US Flag?
                   Full Support


“To the Filipino-American heroes, we fully support you .You will not be forgotten . you will not be ignored. You will not be demeaned  but you are going to be held high. And that what should have been done to compensate you  should have been done over 60 years ago. We veterans truly deserved to be treated as human beings.”said Weiman.
     Sick, Hungry and Dying   
    
       Veterans

Out of the original 200,000 Filipinos conscripted by Pres. F.D Roosevelt in 1941  inducted into the United Armed Forces in the Far East, (USAFFE)  and who bled and died for the U.S, flag  - there are only surviving 21,000 Filipino veterans  who have
 not been fully compensated. Only 8,000 of them reside here in the U.S. The rest of the 179,000died in  vain with umbrage in their hearts for having been  cheaply cheated.

Trashed like  Garbage


And under current misguided laws and legislative measures, majority of these Fil-Am WW-2 veterans residing in the Philippines will not be benefited by present proposed legislation. 
They are dying by the  hundreds each day of disease and want, ignored  majority of legislators, except for  handful like Sen. Inouye, Sen Reid, Sen. Ensign, Rep. Filner, Rep. R. Cunningham, etc., who understand the sad plight of the Fil-Am WW-2 veterans out there 8,000 miles away – forlorned.
       Honest Lobby by FilVets 

Of late, the Office of Veterans Affairs (OVA) headed by Mr. Jerry Adevoso, Presidential Representative of Philippine Pres. G.M. Arroyo to the U.S. under Arroyo’s direct mandate have been earnestly pushing for passage of  Sen. Inouye’s Senate bill S-68  (now refiled as  S-146) and other favorable bills,(HR-302) providing full equity relief for the indentured Fil-Am veterans out there in the Philippines. 


       Divide and Rule


Jealousies and intrigues from veterans divided by the U.S policies  could not deter Adevoso’s trustworthy and frank approach to his honorable and  straight-forward job of protecting Fil-Am WW-2 veterans from discrimination and ill-treatment .Let there be no mistakes about that ! 
Adevoso’s  Presidential Mandate

Adevoso’s mandate from Pres. G.M. Arroyo, is not under any other Philippine office that should  frustrate his work. He routinely informs the Philippine embassy of the progress of his honest lobby for the Fil-Am veterans which is only a minute part of job. 

His office mission and work is independent of the embassy , Adevoso, being a direct appointee of Pres. Arroyo former Head  of the Office of Veterans Affairs (OVA) and now, promoted  as Assistant Secretary to Pres. G.M. Arroyo on Veterans Affairs, who has full in trusts him.
    Veterans, Sons and Daughters 

Veterans and the Sons and Daughters of WW-2 veterans has full trust and confidence in Adevoso who was literally was born from the struggle of the Hunters PMA-ROTC Guerrilla. whose father. Brig. General Eleuterio Adevoso (PMA ’44), who  led the liberation and rescue  from near-massacre of no less than 2,146 American and allied prisoners-of-war in Los Banos (Laguna) in Luzon in February 23, 1945.
Participant in that Raid 
I only know this too well for I was a member of the Hunters-PMA-ROTC Guerrilla that participated in that daring joint assault-rescue made by the US 11th Airborne division contingent and by the Hunters – in that   raid that saved 2,146 Americans and allied POWs in 1945,  in the Philippines..

This role model operation earned the high tribute by Gen. Colin Powell, who said, to wit:

“ I doubt  that any airborne and guerrilla unit in the world will ever be able to rival the Los Banos raid. It is a textbook operation for all ages and all nations.” 
           Inouye’s
Compassionate  Bill

 If the current bill of Inouye (S-146) should pass into law. it will provide settlement of the huge accumulated debt to the gallant veterans of the  Philippines, and for those who are not U.S. citizens, and who have been cruelly discriminated by  the U.S. Congress by excluding them from benefits.
 Pres. G.W. Bush”s Commitment


Sen. Inouye’s  bill should not be a victim of congressional partisan harshness (by Republicans) and shameless power play. Pres. G.W. Bush had a commitment to compensate Fil-Am WW-II veterans that  he made to Philippine Pres. G.M. Arroyo during her last State visit to the U.S. last May, according the report made by R.Gerona-Adkins of the Philippine News.

 Bush has been shamefully eating this words since then. Nothing has been paid. up to this date. We certainly can not read his lips like what his father used to say, because (Bush),  the turkey has no lips.

The effort of Fil-Am veterans to push Inouye’s bill and full equity for veterans was a specific mandate by Pres. G.M. Arroyo in order to pay Fil-Am veterans in exchange of Pres. Arroyo’s sending Filipino Troops to Iraq.
     Arroyo Pushover for Bush


Pres. Arroyo was on a limb with the Filipino people and the Constitution by pleasing Pres. Bush by sending Filipino troops to Iraq. which was not inherently a war of Filipinos against Iraq.

 Needed Rectification


The current Inouye-Cunningham legislative measures are the beginnings of securing full equity for settlement  the Fil-Am WW-2 veterans denied since 1946 under the cruel Rescission Act of 1946 by the 79th Congress that took away all veterans benefits from Fil-Am WW-2 veterans, except for two benefits: such as disability and burial benefits.
          Veterans’s  Full Support


In support of the thrust of the preponderant veterans majority under the banner of the ( Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VFP). It  is the umbrella veteran’s organization chartered under Republic Act 2840 to solely speak for and represent all WW-II veterans.


 No one else. here in the U.S. is the counterpart of the VFP with the ad hoc 39 chapters of National Advisory Council of Fil-Am WW-2 Veteran leaders here in the U.S.. and the American Legion). 

These huge cohesive organizations have quoted the following U.S. Supreme Court decisions to gruffly remind Congress  as follows:

   U.S. Supreme Court Decisions

(1) “ The Philippines was not a foreign territory within the meaning of the U.S. Constitution, and that the Commonwealth of the Philippines was under the sovereignty of the United States. The U.S. legally involved he Philippines in a war of the U.S. against Japan, likewise dictated the political and military strategy of the conflict.” ( See: U.S Supreme Court decisions on Insular cases)

 (2) “ Equity is rooted in conscience equal protection of laws not achieve through indiscriminate imposition of inequalities. Historical text  of the 14th Amendment became part of the U.S. Constitution should not be forgotten.





 “The U.S. government unlike a person has neither shame nor gratitude. The future of this country and the world may well depend upon citizens who must uphold and protect the Constitution rather than foolhardy politicians acting sans caution.
                        # # #
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