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Media Contacts:

Warner Chabot, The Ocean Conservancy (510) 375-2141 (cell) or Tom McCann (202) 429-5609

Kate Wing, NRDC (510) 520-5209 (cell)

Richard Charter, Environmental Defense (707) 696-1363 (cell)

Matt McClain, Surfrider Foundation (949) 492-8170

Steve Roberson, Channel Islands Marine Resource Restoration Committee (805) 498-7119
For Immediate Release: October 23, 2002 

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY APPLAUDS LANDMARK DECISION TO CREATE THE LARGEST MARINE RESERVE NETWORK ON THE WEST COAST
Santa Barbara, CA – The California Fish and Game Commission has approved a plan that will create a network of marine reserves off the coast of California.  The joint state and federal plan will ultimately protect nearly 25 percent of the waters in the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary, creating the largest marine reserve network in the continental United States.  It will provide the greatest chance of survival for both the marine resources and the industries dependent upon them.  Today’s vote protected 175 square miles of state waters around five islands in the sanctuary.  “We are very pleased that the Fish and Game Commission has today reached this balanced decision and based it upon the diligent work of all stakeholders,” said Rod Fujita of Environmental Defense.  

The marine reserves will provide refuge for the many fish and wildlife species whose populations have been declining dramatically, some by more than 90 percent.  Giant sea bass, sheephead, sharks, and rockfish are some of the most affected species.  

The plan adopted by the Commission is believed to offer the best balance between short-term impacts on the fishing community and full restoration of the sanctuary’s biological resources over the longer term.  ”We know that when we give fish a break they come back. That’s a victory for both our fish and our fishermen,” said Kate Wing of the Natural Resources Defense Council.

The Channel Islands have been designated as a National Park, a National Marine Sanctuary, and a United Nations Biosphere Reserve because of their awesome beauty and spectacular diversity of life. Yet before today’s landmark vote, less than one percent of the sanctuary was off-limits to fishing. 

- more -

“Today’s vote ensures that these designations actually will protect fish and wildlife for future generations to enjoy.  We’re putting the ‘sanctuary’ back into the Sanctuary,” said Greg Helms, Program Manager for The Ocean Conservancy.  

The Marine Reserves Working Group was established three years ago after a petition was circulated by the Channel Islands Marine Resources Restoration Committee, a group of experienced sport fishermen who were concerned by the declines in marine life they had observed in recent years.  Steve Roberson, a spokesman for the group, said, “our founder, the late Jim Donlon, would be proud that his goal of protecting the Channel Islands for the future is finally being fulfilled.”

A poll conducted by Edge Research in early 2002 indicates strong public support (76 percent of California voters) for the creation of no-take marine reserves in national sanctuaries, with only 10 percent opposed.   Surfrider Foundation’s Chris Evans said, “Those of us who spend a lot of time in the water are very concerned about restoring the ocean to its former health. Our coastal legacy is intimately tied to a clean and healthy ocean, and this is a great step towards restoring that legacy.”

Over the next several years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will review and implement the plan for marine reserves in federal waters to complement the protections the state enacted today.

# # # # #

Environmental Defense, a leading national nonprofit organization, represents more than 300,000 members.  Since 1967 it has linked science, economics, and law to create innovative, equitable, and cost-effective solutions to the most urgent environmental problems. www.environmentaldefense.org 

The Natural Resources Defense Council is a national non-profit organization of scientists, lawyers and environmental specialists dedicated to protecting public health and the environment. Founded in 1970, NRDC has more than 400,000 members nationwide and offices in New York, Washington, Los Angeles and San Francisco. Visit NRDC at our web site: http://www.nrdc.org.
The Ocean Conservancy strives to be the world’s foremost advocate for the oceans.  Through science-based advocacy, research, and public education, we inform, inspire and empower people to speak and act for the oceans.  Headquartered in Washington, DC, with more than 900,000 members and volunteers The Ocean Conservancy has regional offices in Alaska, California, Florida, and New England and field offices in Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz, CA, Florida Keys, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the office of Pollution Prevention and Monitoring in Virginia Beach, VA.  For more information please visit www.oceanconservancy.org .

The Surfrider Foundation is a non-profit grassroots organization dedicated to the protection and preservation of our world’s oceans, waves and beaches. Founded in 1984 by a handful of visionary surfers, the Surfrider Foundation now maintains over 35,000 members and 60 chapters across the United States and Puerto Rico, with international affiliates in Australia, Europe, Japan and Brazil.
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