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Senator Feinstein,


Thank you very much for your December 31st response from the Department of Defense regarding veteran’s access information. This request to get the information from the Pentagons Assistant Secretary of Defense makes the Pentagons rules and regulations very clear that the majority of disabled veterans are not welcome. We at San Diego Veterans Services are very concerned about this injustice and we hope that you agree that there is something very wrong here?  Access is Freedom, and if Access is Denied, then what happened to the Freedom that we all fought for? 

We believe at San Diego Veterans Services that the military is ignoring Our Constitutional Rights in the Bill of Rights when it says, “ That No Leaders of Our Lands or Kings of Our Lands will Create Private Domain for their own Personnel Use” 

It is our understanding that the Department of Defense is acting on the fact that the House Senate, and Congress have passed these laws to discriminate. Correct me if I am wrong, however I draw my conclusions because in numerous conversations with the Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs, Senator Specter, had informed me threw his agent, Mr. Tom Dauer “that Veterans Affairs was unable to change any land-use regulations for veterans because it is out of their jurisdiction.” My next question of course was (Rustan) why is it out of Veterans’ Affairs jurisdiction when Veterans Affairs is supposed to be helping veterans? (Dauer) Veterans Affairs can- not get involved because The House Senate has voted to give all land use policies to the Department of Defense, the DOD has the last say so on any and all land use regulations when it comes to land use policies.

The House Senate has voted to give this kind of power to the Department of Defense, Our conclusions are that the House Senate and the Congress and the Department of Defense work together to create private domain and of course this cannot stand because it is against our constitutional rights. 

This research has come from 10 years of phone calls and of course before I was selected as Legislative Director for San Diego Veterans Services I had spoken with your office as well many times on this issue in the past few years.

To change the rules and regulations you are going to have to have the House Senate change the rules and regulations. That is the message from the House Senate on Veterans Affairs; we have been there many times over the last 10 years with proposals that have been ignored time and time again. Every elected official has been contacted from the Congress to the Senate and back again when new elected officials get voted in. 
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We have documented all legal efforts to bring this case up for a Federal Class Action Law Suit that is in the works when all peaceful negations fail then class action law suit will prevail. United States Veterans separated  versus United States Military 

We prefer not to go this route as we are really trying to work this out with the Pentagon on Policy Changes? We have recent December 15th 1999 conversations with the Assistant Secretary of Defense as we ask him to change the land use policies and allow all veterans to use the Mwr recreational lands. We are waiting for his response; I will fax that letter to you with this letter so you will have our direction with the Pentagon talks. These letters will also go out certified mail. Hopefully you will join this championship cause and show your leadership qualities when it comes to restoring veterans’ rights freedoms. 

Will you get fully involved with this cause and start the proceedings to change the rules and regulations in the House Senate? Will you follow threw and give us support letters to the Secretary of Defense, Althonso Maldon Jr. and let him know that you are there for United States Veterans and you would like to see him change the Policy of the Pentagon. We both know he has the power to override the rules and regulations when it comes to veterans’ access. Mr. Malden Jr. phone at the Pentagon is (703) 697-2086

Your phone call will change history when access is restored. We will make sure at San Diego Veterans Services that your support will be known to every veteran in the United States of America with our Press Releases that are due to come out any day. 

Now we want to bring to your attention that the Department of Defenses reply November 24th is filled with a lack of logic for these reasons: The Company Base Commanders have the right to invite anyone in on base that they want as a matter of policy, The DoD civilian employees and families present employees of the government are invited in. X employees of the government who put their life on the line and are disabled for life are not invited in by the Company Base Commanders?  

Paragraph 3 in the November 24th response, we will answer with attached letter on questions we made to Secretary of Defense William Cohen on October 19th 1999 on how many are actually invited? Our questions were never answered as they gave us excuses from the FOIC officers as they ignored our request. 

The Disabled Sportsman Act was introduced because of our arguments to the Pentagon. When I tried to access as a disabled veteran because of this law the military interpolation was different than mine and that landed me in a United States Federal Court as I was banned for life to the usage of these lands for life by Major General Hanlon Jr, We have appealed this case as we wait for our day in court. Major General Hanlon Jr. as not applied to the appeal? 

In the 5th paragraph the Pentagon says, “ According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, the total number of veterans with service-connected disabilities is 2.3 million as of March 1999. Dod provides MWR programs for the 163,256 veterans with 100 percent- service-connected –disabilities.” Our question in the Cohen letter was Out of this group that are 100 percent service-connected-disabled we want to know how many in this group actually do use the MWR recreational lands. Our guess because they did not answer the questions that were sent, that the majority of this group are two disabled to use MWR recreational lands and are in hospitals never seeing the light of day. So out of that group of 163,256 disabled veterans we feel that 163,000 actually do not use the MWR recreational lands. 

This is just one example of Low Volume Usage.  The 5th paragraph continues and says “To provide MWR programs to all disabled veterans would increase the patron base by 2.1 million. Such an expansion of MWR program patronage would unduly tax the programs from both a funding and resource availability perspective as MWR programs develop budgets and construct facilities base on the active duty population.” We at San Diego Veterans Services totally disagree with this Veteran Affairs statistic report as we pointed out the usage is not what they say it is. The Veterans Hospital for example invites all 27 million veterans in for medical care. Only 3 million take advantage of the Veterans Hospitals another example of Low Volume Usage!
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It’s also our understanding that the Mwr give access to 30 million civilians disabled and they have not over-run or taxed the operations of the Mwr recreational facilities? Another example of Low Volume Usage!

Major General Hanlon Jr. has in the summer of 1999 invited in for his quest to Mwr recreation The Boy Scouts of America, and the Cub Scouts of America, but not the United States Veterans of America. 

We are shocked and appalled at Pentagon base policies as United States Veterans that fought for the freedom of this land disabled or not, put there life on the line to make sure these lands would be safe from invasion do not have equal rights because of military discrimination!

Our final argument for veterans’ rights is the fact that Mwr recreational facilities are self funding. Last summer Camp Pendleton was holding a million dollar fund- raiser, (cowboy rodeo) on the base to support the Mwr bankrupt facilities. This is all due to the fact that the Mwr recreational facilities are constantly empty. So therefore no cash flow was ever being generated by the selected few that have the privilege of using the facilities. In Fact in the early 1970s to1990 the Mwr recreational facilities always had more than enough money because the place was filled with occupancy. Happy campers most of the year. When the Mwr recreational facilities empted out the place went broke and had to rely on fund raisers instead of customers.   Its common since that the facilities will in fact be self- funding and the government will be making money hands over fist when they change their policies. 

Yes in deed lack of logic is our argument and we sure would be honored if you would join our plight to correct this injustice and we believe that legislation is necessary to change the policies of the Pentagon. We also believe that the military should have no right to send anymore of our soldiers to wars or conflicts unless they are prepared to take care of their needs when they come home. When you are in the military the military tells you that your are worth your weight in gold, When you leave the military the military tells your that your are not worth your weight in tin? It a proven fact that this military abuse must stop. Will you be the Senator that leads the way? 

Please contact San Diego Veterans Services as we await your reply on this matter, either contact myself the Legislative Director, Mr. Robin Rustan or the Chairman of San Diego Veterans Services Mr. Robert Sniffen at the addresses above.

We at San Diego Veterans Services feel that All United States Veterans should be invited back in and the United States Military should put up Welcome Signs for its Veterans instead of Trespassing Signs. Judging by the statistics that we laid out in this letter if 27 million veterans were invited in like the V.A. Hospitals only 3 million veterans would take advantage of the usage of the Mwr facilities, and that is Nationwide. The military is misleading in their concepts.  

Seriously Damaged for Life,



Chairman of SDVS,

Rated 50% Disabled by VA



Mr. Robert Sniffen

Legislative Director, SDVS

Mr. Robin J. Rustan

